TITLE:  Amazing Grace

TEXT:  Ephe. 2:8-9; Jn. 14:6; Ro. 10:9-10

(I have a dollar bill here this morning for anyone who wants to come up and receive it)

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about my favorite Biblical subject---Grace.

 As the song reminded us this morning…

“ Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. I once was lost but now am found was blind but now I see”.

 God’s grace is truly an amazing thing!

 The entirety of our faith rest upon this one thing…the grace of God!

Ephe 2:8 (NIV) For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 

9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

5485 charis {khar'-ece}

1) grace

2) good will, loving-kindness, favour, pleasure

 For it is by grace we have been saved!

 It is by Gods grace, by Gods kindness, Gods love, Gods favor, Gods pleasure, because it pleases Him to do so that we are saved!

The grace of God is the merciful kindness by which God, exerting his holy influence upon our souls, turns us to Christ, keeps, strengthens, increases us in Christian faith, knowledge, affection, and kindles us on to the exercise of the virtues of Christ.

 It is by Grace, Gods Grace that we are saved!

  To really understand the grace of God we need to understand what it is that Gods grace saves us from!

 For it is by grace that we are saved!

4982 sozo {sode'-zo}

1) to save, keep safe and sound, to rescue from danger or destruction

1b1) to preserve one who is in danger of destruction,

to save or rescue

 Scripture assures us that we all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God!

 We are all sinners! We have all sinned, we have all transgressed against God!

 The just penalty, the just judgment for sinning against an all Holy, all righteous God is eternal separation from Him, eternal death, spending an eternity in what Scripture calls the lake of fire where there is a continual being burned but never being burned up! A place we call Hell!

 Never ask God to give you what you deserve because even the best among us deserve this just punishment of God because we have all sinned against Him. If we ask God for anything let it be for His Grace and mercy!

  To paraphrase this verse---

 It is by Gods Grace, His good pleasure, because of His love for us that we are saved; we are spared from the just punishment for our sins, that we can be saved from an eternity in hell!

  Example: Rainbow on the way out to board meeting

  Have you ever thought of how a rainbow is a perfect picture of God's grace? Life's storms may buffet us, ripping apart our plans and flooding us with multiplied problems, many of which are of our own making. But grace is God's promise that we will not be destroyed, just as a rainbow was his promise that he would never again send a flood to devastate the earth. The rainbow is God's gift to us to remind us of his greater gift: his amazing grace. His grace is always there to draw upon--when we remember to do so.

  Many years ago there was a man who left school at the age of 11 and stole away on a ship and became a seaman. It was in the late 1700’s and this man went on to become the captain of a slave ship. He would go to West Africa where he was involved in the despicable practice of going inland and capturing the natives, binding them up and throwing them in the hold of the ship and then taking them to different world markets to be sold as slaves.

 He became a very vile and wicked man.

 On one such voyage a fierce storm came up and this rough and tough sea captain became terrified. Fearful and alarmed that he would be shipwrecked. He began to read from a book called, “The imitation of Christ” by Thomas Kempis and God used this Christian work to lead this man to a genuine conversion and a dynamic change in his way of life.

  He leaves the sea and feels called to go into the ministry.

 At the age of 39 this once wicked and vile slave trader becomes an ordained minister in the Anglican Church in England and went on to write many Hymn’s.

  The man was John Newton and he wrote the Hymn that according to a Gallup poll is the #1 Hymn of all time.

 We sang it this morning…Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see!

 God’s grace is truly an amazing thing!

It 1944 Bert Frizen was an infantryman on the front lines in Europe. American forces had advanced in the face of intermittent shelling and small-arms fire throughout the morning hours, but now all was quiet. His patrol reached the edge of a wooded area with an open field before them. Unknown to the Americans, a battery of Germans waited in a hedgerow about two hundred yards across the field. 

   Bert was one of two scouts who moved out into the clearing. Once he was halfway across the field, the remainder of his battalion followed. Suddenly the Germans opened fire, and machine gun fire ripped into both of Bert's legs. The American battalion withdrew into the woods for protection, while a rapid exchange of fire continued. 

   Bert lay helplessly in a small stream as shots volleyed overhead. There seemed to be no way out. To make matters worse, he now noticed that a German soldier was crawling toward him. Death appeared imminent; he closed his eyes and waited. To his surprise, a considerable period passed without the expected attack, so he ventured opening his eyes again. He was startled to see the German kneeling at his side, smiling. He then noticed that the shooting had stopped. Troops from both sides of the battlefield watched anxiously. Without any verbal exchange, this mysterious German reached down to lift Bert in his arms and proceeded to carry him to the safety of Bert's comrades. 

   Having accomplished his self-appointed mission, and still without speaking a word, the German soldier turned and walked back across the field to his own troop. No one dared break the silence of this sacred moment. A few minutes later the cease-fire ended, but not before all those present had witnessed how one man risked everything for his enemy. 

   Bert's life was saved through the compassion of a man whom he considered his enemy. This courageous act pictures what Jesus did for us.

  Jesus, the earthly incarnation of God almighty, the one we have sinned against, came and died for our sin, he came and died in our place, took our penalty upon Himself.

 That is the amazing Grace of God! The one transgressed against willing giving Himself for the very ones who transgressed against Him!

 John Newton had done many terrible and wicked things in his life yet Gods Grace was extended even to him!

Elisa Morgan

God, who sees us in our worst moments, does not measure us by them. 

 As I shared last week, when God looks at us He sees not just who and what we are be He sees who and what we have the potential to be in Him.

  God saw all the wickedness in the life of John Newton, He sees all the wickedness that is in our life….

 But He also sees the tremendous potential of who can be in Him when we accept His offer of Grace!

You see, the grace of God is not a respector of persons!

 It is available to all who simply reach out and take hold of it, for all who simply accept it..

 For it is by Gods Grace that we are saved through our faith!

 The saving grace of God is held out to all of us, to every man, women and child on the planet but in order for us to receive Gods saving Grace we must first accept it!

 There is only one way that the saving grace of God is accepted and received and that is through and by faith!

 Faith in Jesus Christ!

 For it is by Grace that you are saved through Faith!

  Example: I made an offer at the beginning of the service this morning. A free dollar bill to anyone who would come up and simply accept it!

  The offer was genuine! To receive the dollar all that you had to do was come up and accept it!

Many didn’t! Why? 

Some of you may have been to embarrass to do so.

 Some may have thought that there was a catch!

 Some may simply have not believed it!

 Some may have thought the offer was too good to be true!

 Some may have thought that it wasn’t worth the trip!

( If kids come up use as an example= unless you become as a little child you will not enter the Kingdom of God)

 These are the same reason why many people don’t accept Gods offer of grace!

Some are to embarrassed to do so.

 Some think that there  is a catch!

 Some simply just don’t believe it!

 Some think that the offer is too good to be true!

 Some think that it wasn’t worth it!

 God has extended the offer of His Grace, the grace of Salvation freely to all of us but in order to receive it we first need to simply come to Him and accept it!

 All offers have a time limit! If you didn’t come up and already get a dollar it is now too late to do so….

 God’s grace also has a time limit.

 You see the offer has to be received in this life.

The offer, if not accepted, will expire at death!

 Some think well I am not that old ! I can make that decision later!

 One thing I can testify to as a Minister is that death is also not a respector of persons.

 I have buried children, young adults, middle aged people as well as the elderly!

 All died in different stages of life but death came to all.

 One thing that they all had in common was that the decisions that they made in this life concerning Gods Saving Grace determined where they would spend eternity!

 The offer of Gods Grace does not extend beyond the grave… 

 If Gods saving Grace is to be accepted it must be accepted now, while there is still breathe in these bodies of clay.

  No one here has the promise of tomorrow! That is why it is essential that we accept Gods offer of grace today!

 This morning, have you accepted and received the gift of Gods amazing Grace? The gift of Salvation?

John 14:6 (NIV) Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Scripture assures us that there is only one way to the Father and that is through receiving Gods amazing gift of Grace, receiving the gift of Jesus.

 How do we receive this gift? 

Roma 10:9 (NIV) That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 

 That if you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord…

 Confess=  {hom-ol-og-eh'-o} come to agreement to

 Come into agreement with God that Jesus is our Lord!

Lord {koo'-ree-os}

from kuros (supremacy);

1) he to whom a person or

thing belongs, about which

he has power of deciding; master, lord

1a) the possessor and

disposer of a thing

1a1) the owner; one who

has control of the person,

the master

  Confessing Jesus as Lord is simply coming into agreement with God. First that we are sinners in need of a savior and then giving Jesus Lordship of our life. Placing our lives in Him, yielding our will to His will.

 Becoming like the clay in the hands of the master potter allowing Him to mold and fashion us into the vessels that He has for us to be.

 Scripture says that Now is the acceptable time of the Lord!

 There will come a time when the offer will expire, when it will be too late to receive this amazing Grace.

 Whether that be at the door of death or when the lord returns in great glory…..

 Have you experienced the fullness of Gods amazing Grace in your life this morning?

 Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me, I once was lost but now am found was blind but now I see!

