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TITLE: GOODS VS. GOD

TEXT: Col. 3:2; Lk. 12:15-21; Mt. 6:19-21; Heb. 13:5;

Eccl. 1:1-2 & 12: 12-14; Jn. 3:16

INTRODUCTION:  This morning I want to talk about Goods vs. God.  One thing that the Christmas season holds in common for most of us is that we will all probably spend more and consume more this month then we do the rest of the year. 

  There are presents to buy for family and friends, Christmas goodies to bake, office parties and gift exchanges galore.
  There seems to be an endless barrage of television commercials, newspaper ads and clever merchandising techniques to grab our attention and wet our appetite for all the latest and greatest gadgets and gizmos and toys for all ages.. There is a constant admonition from the world in which we live to spend, spend, spend and then spend some more!

 The months of November and December are by far the two greatest months of the year where consumer debt is incurred.

 The debt that many people will incur just over the Christmas holidays, it will take them the entirety of the next year to pay off---If they are lucky!

 Retailers love this time of year for this very reason.
People over-spend. The consumption of goods rises dramatically.
 I spent over 20 years as a grocery retailer and I can testify that this is true.
 A good retailer who knows how to merchandise his products and can sell snowballs to an Eskimo or cow-chips to a cattle producer. 

It is all in how you merchandise your product.
  Example: Grocery business…Years ago a new brand of laundry detergent came out called Fresh Start.  This is Tide country and it was almost impossible at that time to successfully introduce a new laundry detergent into this marketing area.

  Fresh Start had a suggested retail of about $3.00 less then its #1 competitor, Tide, when it first came out.

 We had bought a large quantity of Fresh Start when it first arrived on the market. We built a massive end display of the product and hung an eye catching sign on it with a price of ONLY $2.49 each. (Tide was something like 4.99 for the same size)

 The product wouldn’t sell!  So one day I changed the sign!

 I changed it from $2.49 each to SPECIAL --2/$4.99

  The display was empty by the weekend!

 It’s called price pointing. It’s a game of mind over mater.
 Make the consumer think that they are getting a good deal.
  2/4.99 sounds more inviting then $2.49 each does even though in reality you are paying 1 cent more for the item.
It is all about merchandizing. Knowing how to grab the consumers’ attention.
 As Christians, while we may think that we are immune to this endless barrage of television commercials, newspaper ads and all the new gadgets and gizmos and the constant admonition for us to spend, spend, spend---we need to be alert to how Satan tempts us with the temporal so that we don’t allow Christmas to become a  GOODS VS. GOD situation for us.

Scripture has some excellent advice for us when it comes to the temporal things of this world….

Col. 3:2 (NIV)
2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
Charles Swindol list 4 potential dangers for the Christian this time of year.

1. Doctrinal danger… Substituting the temporal for the eternal…Don’t let physical or material things get between you and the things that are above.

2. Personal danger… trying to impress instead of imparting the Word.  Are we doing Gods business or ours?

3. Economical danger… Spending more then you have to spend.  Before every purchase, think, is this within my budget? Is it appropriate?

4. Psychological danger….Believing your purchase will make things “all right”. Money won’t buy happiness.

 The guard against all of this these potential dangers I believe God has addressed this in this verse of Scripture in Col. 3:2….

Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things!

fron-eh'-o 
to exercise the mind, that is, entertain or have a sentiment or opinion; by implication to be (mentally) disposed (more or less earnestly in a certain direction); intensively to interest oneself in (with concern or obedience):—set the affection on.
 We are admonished here to intensively interest ourselves on things above not be intensively interested on Earthly things.On the things of this world.
 Jesus said it this way in:
Luke 12:15 -21 (NIV)
15Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”

16And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’

18“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’

20“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’

21“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”

 Was Jesus saying that we should not concern ourselves at all with the things of this world? That we should not buy or exchange gifts at Christmas time? That we should strive to live as a popper. That there is some kind of virtue in poverty?

 No! Not at all!

 Jesus was talking about greed.
 He said: “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”

 The Greek word used for greed here is:

pleh-on-ex-ee'-ah 
avarice, that is, (by implication) fraudulency, extortion:—covetous (-ness) practices, greediness.
 In the context that it is used here it means the amassing of things, possessions, way above our basic needs. It means to covet. Place a higher value on things then the things deserve.
Just listen to what this man in the parable said..
18“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’

In two short sentences this man uses the personal pronouns I’ll, I, my, myself and you, 9 times!

Even when he uses the word “you” he is addressing himself.
19And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”

What is wrong here?

There is obviously no thought of others, no thought of God, this mans only thought is of self.
 So God tries to bring things into there proper perspective for this man….
20“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’

 God calls a man such as this a fool.
 I thought that God was being a little too kind here until I looked up what the Greek word was that we simply translate as fool in English.
af'-rone  
Properly mindless, that is, stupid, (by implication) ignorant, (specifically) egotistic, (practically) rash, or (morally) unbelieving:—fool-unwise.
What God was saying to this guy was: You mindless, stupid, ignorant, rash, unbelieving man…..

This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’

 And then God brings this application to you and me…
21“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”

 Does God say that it is wrong to store up things for ourselves? No! Not if we are also rich toward God.
 Not if we have given God the credit for what we do have and not coveted our possessions but have been willing to share our abundances with those who are in need.
 Jesus said this:

Matt. 6:19 -21 (NIV)
19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

The word of treasure used here is:

thay-sow-as

a deposit, that is, wealth (literally or figuratively):—treasure.
Thay-sow-ros, treasure, can be anything that we place importance upon.

 Jesus instruction for us as Christians here is to not lay up for ourselves Earthly treasures, mere things, materialistic possessions that moth and rust can destroy and thieves break in and steal.

 But we are to lay up for ourselves heavenly treasures, things that pertain to the kingdom of God, a willingness to share our time, talents and abundances with others, witnessing the love of Christ to those around us through our words and our actions.

 Helping lead the lost of this world to Christ.

  These things are heavenly treasure that are stored up, deposited in a place where moth and rust cannot destroy and thieves can not break in and steal.
The treasures that we store up for Heaven, the things that we deposit in our Heavenly bank account while in this world, are kept in a secure place and they will be waiting for us with dividends when we get there.
One of Sigmund Freud's favorite stories was about a sailor shipwrecked on one of the South Sea Islands.
   He was seized by the natives, hoisted to their shoulders, carried to the village, and set on a rude throne. Little by little, he learned that it was their custom once each year to make some man a king, king for a year. 
 He liked it until he began to wonder what happened to all the former kings. Soon he discovered that every year when his kingship was ended, the king was banished to an island, where he starved to death.
 The sailor did not like that, but he was smart and he was king, king for a year. So he put his carpenters to work making boats, his farmers to work transplanting fruit trees to the island, farmers growing crops, masons building houses. So when his kingship was over, he was banished, not to a barren island, but to an island of abundance. 
   This is a good parable of life: We're all kings here, kings for a little while, able to choose what we shall do with all the stuff of this life. 

One day each of us will be banished from this life, one day each of us will die! The question is what will we have done while we were here? Will we simply spend this life amassing things that we will have to leave behind anyway or will we think ahead and make provision for where we will spend our eternity?

One thing that you will probably never see is an armored car or moving van in a funeral possession.
 Jesus said:

   " Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

  Bill Hybels, Christian author and pastor of one of the largest evangelical churches in the mid-west, shares how sudden loss often simplifies life.
   He put it this way when he suddenly found himself on a hospital bed. He writes: "I came to realize I no longer really cared for what the world chases after, such as how much money you have in the bank and how many cars are parked in the garage. As it says in Ecclesiastes, chasing after these things is like chasing the wind, anyway. 

 Suddenly, the rat race became vanity to me, utter vanity. I felt naked before God.

   "If I died, I would take none of the stuff with me. All that really mattered ultimately was my relationship with the Lord and my relationship with family and friends. If it weren't for the loss of my health, I could have wasted the rest of my life chasing achievements and acquiring more transitory things."

 The Apostle Paul said it this way….


Heb. 13:5 (NIV)
5Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”

5Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have.

 What the NIV translates “the love of money” the KJV translates “be without covetousness.”

 The word being translated is:

 af-il-ar'-goo-ros 

 unavaricious:—without covetousness, not greedy of filthy lucre.
It can refer to money but it encompasses anything in this world that is coveted. Anything that takes a higher place in our life then God does.
 What Paul is telling us is that we need to keep our lives free from the love, the coveting, of any worldly thing! Anything that will not follow us into eternity.
 Fortune magazine quotes a comment made by billionaire H. Ross Perot:  "Guys, just remember, if you get real lucky, if you make a lot of money, if you go out and buy a lot of stuff--it's gonna break.  You got your biggest, fanciest mansion in the world. 

 It has air conditioning.  It's got a pool.  Just think of all the pumps that are going to go out.  Or go to a yacht basin any place in the world. Nobody is smiling, and I'll tell you why.  

Something broke that morning.  The generator's out; the microwave oven doesn't work. ... Things just don't mean happiness."

This is from the perspective of one of the wealthiest men in the world. Things just don't mean happiness."

 We live in a goods vs God world…
 Goods will never make us truly happy---God will…
Kids…Whatever it is that you wished for this Christmas under the Christmas tree, if you get it, it will not make you truly happy. You may enjoy it, take some pleasure in it but the batteries will run out at an inopportune time. It will one day most likely fall apart and break. And even if it doesn’t it will not make the trip into eternity with you….

Men…who by the way are just oversized kids, Whatever it is that you wished for this Christmas under the Christmas tree, if you get it, it will not make you truly happy. You may enjoy it, take some pleasure in it but it will most likely one day get lost, fall apart or break. And even if it doesn’t it will not follow you into eternity.
Ladies, whatever it is that you wished for this Christmas under the Christmas tree, if you get it, it will not make you truly happy. You may enjoy it, take some pleasure in it, but you will not be able to take it into eternity with you.
 True happiness and satisfaction in this life is only found one place and one place alone and that is when we place our life, our desires and our will in the hands of God.
 Our toys may break and fall apart, our bass boat may sink, our precious gems get lost, our 401K may go belly up but God has said that He will never leave us or forsake us.

 He will never leave us of forsake us in this life or the life to come.
  King Solomon I think maybe said it best….

Solomon never lacked for any material thing in his life.

 Solomon was the child of a king! His dad was one of the wealthiest men of the world of his day.
 Solomon inherited, not just the kingdom of his father David, but also inherited all the wealth and prestige that went along with it.
  He was born, not with a silver spoon in his mouth, but with a pure gold spoon in his mouth!

 If goods, if stuff, could bring or buy happiness then Solomon would have been the happiest man on the planet!

 Was he?

Eccl. 1:1 -2 (NIV)
1The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem:

2“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher.

“Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.”

Eccl. has 12 chapters and Solomon uses the word meaningless 28 times… Solomon expresses the meaningless of life 2.33 times per chapter.
 As you read the book of Eccl. Solomon comes across as down and depressed, dejected, deflated and even a devastated human being.
 Utterly miserable would be a good descriptive term to use for Solomon’s life as he, himself describes it.
Meaningless! Meaningless!” ---“Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.”

 But at the end of the book there is a pretty amazing statement made by Solomon….

Eccl. 12:12-14 (NIV)
…Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the body.

13
Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter:

 Fear God and keep his commandments, for this 

is the whole duty of man.

14 For God will bring every deed into judgment,

 including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.

Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this  is the whole duty of man.

  Don’t misunderstand me this morning…..

I believe that God wants us to enjoy the gifts that we receive whenever we receive them, but enjoy them for the right reasons….Enjoy them, not for what they are, but enjoy them because of what they represent. 
 That someone thought enough of us to want to give them. That a gift is an expression of another persons love.
 That with any gift we receive it should bring to our mind the greatest gift ever given….A gift given by God Himself.

John 3:16 (NIV)
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.   

 God has given us the greatest gift that could ever be given.. He has given us the gift of Jesus..
 And all who will except and embrace this gift will find true happiness and true contentment--Both in this life and the life to come.
 It is a gift that doesn’t have to be returned because it is guaranteed to fit the individual need of its recipient.
 It is a gift that will never need new batteries because it has an eternal power supply..
  It is a gift that will never break down or disappoint because it can satisfy our every need..
It, also is a gift that was given in love.
For God so loved---He gave!

We live in a “Goods vs. God world”.  There are many things, a lot of stuff out there that wants our undivided attentions. Things that are just waiting to be coveted.

  Covet God and covet nothing else!---Chose God first! 

 Allow Him first place in your life.  Make Him your most treasured possession. Chose God and allow Him to be your source of goods…
 It is only as we make God the #1 priority in our life that we will ever find where true happiness and satisfaction resides…

 It resides in Him who gave His all for us…. True happiness and satisfaction and contentment in this life will only be found in wholeheartedly embracing Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior…
Giving our all to Him who gave His all for us!

  Of all the gifts that you may receive this Christmas is Jesus still your most valued gift? Have you made Jesus your most prized possession?

Prayer
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