                      AS A MAN SOWETH
HAPPY,HAPPY,HAPPY NEW YEAR 2017

Beloved, The list of those who passed on is filled with many notable names in history as you all may already know! However we know this that this new year will start it's new list and it too will be filled with many names. 
People make new resolutions and often fail in their quest to accomplish their mission.

I pray this new year will be a year that we eagerly set forth a worthwhile goal and that we do not become weary in well doing for we know that we will reap what we sow!
SCRIPTURE READING... Ga 6:7-9
7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.
PRAYER

AS WE START OFF THIS NEW YEAR.. it is very important that we be reminded of things that will help us to improve our status as an individual and as a church in whole for the coming years ahead whether in our own families, our circle of friends our communities or place of work. 
TITLE OF MESSAGE... AS A MAN SOWETH
1. While encouraging Christians to share and do good, Paul reminds them

   of the principle of sowing and reaping... - 

2. Beloved,"If the past year has taught us anything it is that every 
   cause brings its effect, every action has a consequence. if a man 
   plants melons he will reap melons; if he sows beans, he will reap 
   beans." And this is true of everyone's life; good begets good,

   and evil leads to evil. True enough, the sun shines on the saint and

   the sinner alike, and too often it seems that the wicked prosper. But

   we can say with certainty that, with all individuals , life keeps
   books on us all. In the end, we are all the sum total of our actions.
   You see, Character cannot be counterfeited, nor can anyone
   put it on and cast it off as if it were a garment to meet the need
   of the moment. Like the markings on wood which are ingrained in the 
   very heart of the tree, character requires time and nurturing for 
   growth and development. Thus also, day by day, we write our own 
   destiny; and without doubt......we become what we do."

[The implications of this principle (AS A MAN SOWETH...) is important, and worthy of our consideration...FOR THE YEAR AHEAD HAS A COURSE FOR US.
Let us look at the.....

I. IMPLICATIONS OF THE PRINCIPLE  "AS A MAN SOWETH"
   A. FIRST OF ALL, WHAT WE ARE TODAY, OR WHERE WE ARE TODAY, IS DUE IN

      MANY CASES DIRECTLY TO WHAT WE DID YESTERDAY... MANY SAY IF I HAD 
      A CHANCE TO CHANGE CERTAIN THINGS I DID THIS PAST YEAR I WOULD
      CHANGE..??? FOR SOME THE LIST WOULD HAVE NO END.

      1. Our position, attitude, character, our decisions in life, are 
         the direct result of our actions in the past.
      2. We cannot lay blame on heredity, environment, parents, society,

         etc.

      3. Such things influence us to the degree that we let them 

         have an affect in our lives.
      4. That's why, We must accept responsibility for our actions, and 
         what we need to understand is  that God will demand it of us 
         one day!  
2Co 5:10.... 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
     Beloved, When we Truly examine ourselves, it will reveal to us 

     that the present reveals much about our past!
   B. IN ESSENCE WHAT WE BECOME TOMORROW, WILL BE DUE TO WHAT WE DO 
      TODAY...

 THE GOOD NEWS IS....
      1. We can change, if we do not like what we are today! 

2 Co 5:17... 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
      2. But such change comes slowly, not overnight !!
Ro 12:1-2.. 12 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.   
1Pe 2:1-2... 2 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:
      3. We must begin sowing today, if we want to reap tomorrow!

      4. While true of everyone, especially true for the young

         a. They are making choices which will affect the rest of their

            lives!

         b. They cannot "sow wild oats" and not "reap the harvest"!

      -- Just as true, the present SAYS much about our future!
[And so, "we become what we do." Now let's consider the principle as

applied by Paul in our text...]

II. APPLICATIONS OF THE PRINCIPLE
   A. WE ARE GIVEN TWO OPTIONS...
      1. Either we sow to the flesh -
Ga 6:8a...8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption;
         a. This refers to the works of the flesh described in the following scripture....The list is a long one.....             
Ga 5:19-21.. 19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
         b. Those who sow to the flesh reap corruption (sorrow, disease,

            damnation)

         c. They will not inherit the kingdom of God! - 
Ga 5:21....  they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
         d. STRONG WARNING....They will instead experience the wrath 
            of God! - 
Ep 5:5-7..  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them.
Secondly......
      2. Or Either we sow to the Spirit - 
Ga 6:8b... but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.
         a. This entails walking in the Spirit ....- 
Ga 5:16-18...... 16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.
         b. Those who sow to the Spirit reap everlasting life (abundant

            life, salvation)

         c. They will also reap the fruit of the Spirit - cf. 
Ga 5:22-23... 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,\23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law
      -- We can't do both (cf. Ga 5:16-17); so which will it be?
   B. WE SHOULD SOW TO THE SPIRIT...
      1. By doing good to all, especially to those of the household of faith...the brethren. 
Ga 6:10... 10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.
         a. This is the context of Paul's remarks on sowing and reaping

            - cf. also 
2Co 9:6-7... 6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.
         b. Paul writes of reaping everlasting life -
Ga 6:8... 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.
 c. Elsewhere he makes a similar connection - cf. 
1Ti 6:17-19... 17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;19 Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.
         d. Jesus makes a similar connection on several occasions

            1) In the sermon on the Mount - cf.
Lk 6:35... 35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.
            2) To His disciples, following a parable on covetousness

Lk 12:15... 15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.
            3) To the rich young ruler, who lacked one thing.

Lk 18:22... 22 Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.
      2. By sharing in the good things taught in the Word - cf.
Ga 6:6... 6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.
         a. As some understand Paul's comments in verse 6
         b. Even if not Paul's original intent, the principle certainly

            remains true

         c. We can so share in two ways:

            1) Obedience to the gospel.
He 5:9... 9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him
Mk 16:16... 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
            2) Growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ. 
2 Pe 3:18... 18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
         d. Doing so will one day reap a wonderful harvest!  
2 Pe 1:5-11... 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
THIS NEW YEAR LET US....
      -- sow to the Spirit (and lay up treasure in heaven) as we do

         good to all!
C. WE SHOULD NOT GROW WEARY...
      1. There is the need for patience and perseverance - 
Ga 6:9... 9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.
      2. The labor is not in vain - 
1Co 15:58... 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
      3. The reaping will come at the proper time (the coming of the

         Lord)  
Jm 5:7... 7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.
      4. We shall reap if we don't lose heart and give up

      -- Learn from the farmer...have faith like a farmer!
CONCLUSION
1. Our character today may not be what it should be, but it can change

2. We have but two choices THIS NEW YEAR, which shall it be ???
   a. Sow to the Spirit, and reap eternal life?

   b. Sow to the flesh, and reap corruption?

YOU SEE, THIS NEW YEAR COULD BECOME A BLESSED YEAR IF WE ONLY REMEMBER THAT ...

Eternal life awaits those who are willing to sow to the Spirit by

patiently doing good...  
Ro 2:7.... 7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life:
