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I’m sure you have heard it said before – “Elvis has left the building!”  That’s what we’re used to as far as a king goes.  Elvis is the king many say.  Elvis is alive others say.   Though Elvis may be the purported king of rock and roll, he’s really not the king.  You know just “the king.”  And there’s no way he’s alive.  But there is a King who IS “the King” and He IS alive as well.  We know that THE King is Jesus Christ, the image of the invisible God.  That’s what we hear from Paul in this morning’s reading from Colossians.
Today is the last Sunday in the long season of Pentecost.  It is known as Christ the King Sunday!  A day when we look at the fully mature, fully alive and risen King of all.  King of kings and Lord of lords we sing in Handel’s Messiah.  In a month or so we will celebrate Him as the King born of simple beginnings in a manger.  It’s easy then to sentimentalize things so as not to take His Kingship very seriously because He’s a mere babe in arms.  But on this day He is a fully grown man who has died and is risen to reign as God and King over all the universe.  King of kings and Lord of lords.
Verses 15-20 of Colossians 1 is a Christian hymn which at the same time speaks of the cosmic and the incarnate Christ.  The holy Other who is beyond what we know of time and space and the holy One who came in the flesh just like us.  What an absolutely amazing thought.  That the God who created everything we see from absolutely nothing came in the flesh to be just like us – to be one of us.  What an amazing thought about the great God we worship.
There is so much meaning in this hymn that this brief sermon will not begin to do it justice.  I wrote a 44 page paper on Col. 1:15-20 while I was in seminary and there was still more that could be said.  Not only is Jesus Christ the visible image of the invisible God, He is the first born of all creation.  This not a statement of chronology as the first one ever born in time but rather a statement of supremacy as the one who was born into the created world and yet is the supreme ruler of it all.
And He is not just the ruler but the creator as well.  “In Him all things in heaven and on earth were created… thrones, dominions, rulers and powers – all have been created through Him and for Him.  He Himself is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”  American theologian and preacher Jonathan Edwards points to this in his famous sermon Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God when he says that if He somehow ceased to exist all things would cease to exist as well because everything would simply come apart and be destroyed.  That too is an awesome and amazing thought, a picture to mull over in our minds about the greatness of our God considering the cosmic magnitude of the statement “All things hold together in Him”  So there is this over arching picture of God being involved in some way in all things in creation whether in heaven or on earth or on other planets or in other galaxies.  But then there is a quick turn taken as we move from the cosmos to the church.
We move from heaven and earth specifically to earth and specifically to the church.  He is the head of the body, the church and thus we are not!  I am not the head of Grace Church.  Bishop Susan is not the head of Grace Church.  Presiding Bishop Curry and the Archbishop of Canterbury are not either.  Jesus Christ is the head of Grace Church – and every church – and the church as a whole worldwide.  
It is important for us to remember this because it certainly has implications for how we do things, both individually and as a church.  If He is in charge, and we therefore are not, it would make sense that we need to check with Him about how He wants us to do things rather than just doing what we want to do or what we think is best.  What we think is best may be best but we need to check in with Him and ask Him in case he has something else in mind.  Because there are times when what looks like a great thing is not God’s thing and therefore not the thing we should be doing.  That may be part of our understanding of the line Paul writes, “that He might come to have first place in everything.”   And certainly first place in our hearts from which so much else follows.
He is an incredible, powerful God we worship.  I think this quote says a lot about what is implied in this passage from Colossians and about our God.  “Why do people in churches seem like cheerful tourists on a packaged tour of the Absolute?  Does anyone have the foggiest idea what sort of power we so blithely invoke? …  We are like children playing on the floor with chemistry sets, mixing up a batch of TNT … it is madness to wear straw hats or velvet hats to church. We should all be wearing crash helmets. Ushers should issue life preservers and signal flares, they should lash us to our pews.”  –Annie Dillard, Teaching a Stone to Talk 

I think Annie Dillard is correct in her statement.  We have a God, as author John Eldridge put it, who is Wild at Heart.  Eldridge writes that God made men, meaning males, also to be wild at heart.  But our society has tamed men, he says.  And I believe that we have tamed God as well, at least in the ways in which we see and think of Him.  But God is not tame any more than a jungle lion is tame.  “God is not tame but He is good”, as C. S. Lewis says of Aslan the lion in the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.

In addition to all this, God came to us in Jesus to be the visible image of the invisible God with a purpose – to reconcile all things to Himself, through Himself in a bodily form, making peace by the blood of the cross.  Now I want to return to the topic of kingship for a moment.  What king having a major problem with his subjects pays an enormously sacrificial price in order to bring peace to the situation?  Does the king not simply demand order and exact the price from the subject or subjects creating the problem until he, the king, is happy?  Yes.  That is just what a king does.  Yet God has done exactly the opposite.  God has done the former of these, that is, paid an enormously high price Himself in order to bring peace between Him and us, His subjects!
All of this just goes to show what an incredible God we worship when we gather.  A creative, cosmic, infinite God of power and might comes to earth as a baby and grows to manhood in order to be a visible image and incarnation that we may relate to on a personal level.  He also comes with the purpose of once again reconciling God and humankind to each other.  So take some time these next several weeks and as we walk through Advent in the preparation that leads up to Christmas to look at the greatness and wonder and majesty of our God and to worship Him in mind and heart every time you do.  
And now may the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
