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TITLE: New Models

TEXT: 1 Co. 15:35-58; 1 Jn. 3:2-3; 1 Co. 15:58;

Mt. 24:4-8, 32-40, 42-44

INTRODUCTION:  This morning I want to talk about new models. Every year the auto companies come out with new models of their cars. These are displayed at auto shows such as the New York auto show where the next year’s cars are unveiled to the public. Sometimes prototypes of futuristic cars that may be several years from production are also revealed. If you are a real car guy then these auto shows can be pretty exciting things to attend. To get to be one of the first to see the new models.

When I was younger I really got excited when it came time to get a new or different car, to get a new or more current model.

It was exciting to upgrade my set of wheels! Get one with some of the new gadgets that were being offered. 

 I can still remember the first car I got that had air conditioning! 

 And then the one that had electric windows. And then they came up with electric door locks and power seats and  vans that has automatic side door openers. 
  Now there are video camera’s being installed on cars with a screen on the dash that shows you what is behind you when you back up

  Many cars are equipped with GPS systems such as On Star where you can set in your destination and a voice prompt will tell you where to turn and guide you to your destination. If you get in an accident and your air bags are deployed it will automatically notify emergency services and give them your exact location.

 If you lock your keys in your car you can call their number and they will electronically unlock your car via satellite.

 If your car is stolen you can call them and from their satellite they can shut your engine down disabling the car stopping the thief dead in his tracks.

 I am getting excited just talking about it! I might go car shopping tomorrow! (Not)

 But cars are not the new models that I want to talk about this morning.

I want to talk about something much more exciting!

What I want to talk about today is the new model of body that the Christian will one day receive.

What Scripture describes as the resurrection body.

  1 Corinthians 15:35 - 58 (NIV) 35But someone may ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?”  36How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.  37When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else.  38But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body.  39All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another.  40There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another.  41The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor. 42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. 
 The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable;  43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;  44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  45So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.  46The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual.  

47The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven.  48As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  

49And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we£ bear the likeness of the man from heaven. 50I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  53For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.  54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”£ 55    “Where, O death, is your victory?     Where, O death, is your sting?”£ 56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
 There is a lot of meat that can be gleaned from this portion of Scripture but I want to just touch on some of the highlights this morning.

35But someone may ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?” 

This is a question that I have often pondered. Just what will our resurrected body be like?

 How much different will it be from this body of flesh that we now have?

Scripture says that God has created many different kinds of bodies.

39All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another. 

 40There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 
 41The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor. 42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead.
 God has created a diversity of bodies, a diversity of flesh. There is the body of man, the body of animals, the body of birds and the body of fish. And even then no two are exactly the same in any of the different species.

 Do you realize that God has created you so uniquely that no other person on this planet, living or dead, has the same fingerprints as you do? Of all the billions of people to have ever lived no two people have had the exact same fingerprint! This really amazes me!

Of all the billions, maybe trillions of stars in the sky no two stars are exactly the same! God has created each one in its own unique design.

Then  Scripture says: 42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead.
 And then it gives a list of contrast between our earthly bodies and our resurrection bodies.

The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable;  43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;  44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.
 Our earthly bodies are described as: perishable, dishonorable, weak and natural.

 I can really identify with this description the last few years. Every time I get up in the morning  my shoulder and other body parts remind just how weak and perishable I really am.

 But our resurrection body is described as: imperishable, glorious, powerful and spiritual.

 I came from a grocery retail background. Perishable items such as eggs, milk, cheese, meats, produce and even bakery items usually come with an expiration date listed on the package or container.

They are considered not good to consume after that date. They may spoil and cause you to get sick if you consume them because they are perishable.

 Example: I worked for a store manager who was a pretty amazing guy. People would often bring back items that they had purchased and said were no good. One day a lady brought back a package of cheese that had mold on it.

 Chuck was at the courtesy counter and waited on the lady. He took the cheese, got out his pocket knife and cut a chunk off and ate it in front of the lady. I am not sure what point he was trying to make as he went ahead and gave her the refund.

  A produce manager and myself were standing close by and witnessed this.

 A few weeks later the produce manager had a lady who brought back a bag of peaches which she said was rotten. Bob looked at them and they looked fine so remembering what Chuck had done with the cheese he took one of the peaches and took a big bite in front of the woman. The problem was even though the peaches looked good on the outside they were rotting on the inside and he found he had a mouthful of rotten peach. I never saw anyone write out a refund ticket so quickly so he could get to the back room and spit it out!

The Greek word for perishable is:
fthor-ah'
 Decay, that is, ruin—corruption, destroy, perish.
It comes from the root word:

fthi'-ro
(to pine or waste away): properly to shrivel or wither, that is, to spoil (by any process) or come to ruin—corrupt (self), defile, destroy.

Our earthly bodies are perishable! They are wasting away, they are in the process of shriveling up, of spoiling, of coming to ruin.
 Some of us are in more advanced stages of this perishability than others, but we are all perishable and our expiration date is approaching.

  Any adult here this morning over 50  knows this to be true! 

 We all probably don’t feel as well as we did at an earlier time in our life.

 If I think back and compare how I feel now to how I felt when I was 25 the contrast is striking! If I thought about it very much it could be depressing! 

 Then I used to jump out of bed anxious to face the new day—today there are days when I more crawl out of bed in the morning.

You know the real difference between being 25 and 65?

 The 25 year old says Good God! It is morning!

 The 65 year old says Good God it’s morning?

      (Well maybe not quite that bad)

Then Paul goes on with the good news about the resurrection….

44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.
If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  45So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”£ ; the last Adam (Christ), a life-giving spirit.  46The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual.  47The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven.  48As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  

49And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. 

Wow! Did you catch that?

47The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven. 
49And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man (Adam), so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven (Jesus). 

 What this is telling us is that our resurrected body will be like the resurrected body of Jesus!

1 John 3:2 - 3 (NIV) 2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.
 But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him!
What we know about the resurrected body of Jesus is that His resurrected body transformed time and space.

 He could be in one place and then in an instant be in another.

 We could walk through walls. He could choose to be recognized or not. 

 His was a body that was no longer subject to pain, sorrow, sickness, disease or death!

 The perishable became imperishable and the mortal became immortal!
 Imperishable means to have no expiration date! Will never spoil, rot or decay! (Kind of like a can of spam)
 Immortal means to live forever! It means to never die!

50I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  

53For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.  
54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”£ 55    “Where, O death, is your victory?     Where, O death, is your sting?”£ 56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

 57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

What is the ultimate victory for the Christian?

The Resurrection! The day that we will be raised imperishable! The day that this current model of body of ours will be traded in for the new improved model! 
 The Heavenly model! The model that will be like the one Jesus now has!

 A Heavenly body that will be free from all the frailties of this body we have now.

 A body that will never again experience sickness, pain, sorrow or death!

We don’t know for sure what will be in Heaven but I know some things that won’t be there.

No practicing Doctors or Dentists or hospitals or pharmacies or therapy clinics, or Lawyers! 

Our resurrected bodies will simple have no need for those things!

Then Paul closes his chapter on the resurrection with these words of encouragement to you and I..

 
1 Corinthians 15:58 58Therefore, my dear brothers (and sisters), stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
Stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

 Our labor in the Lord is not in vain because of the sure promise of the resurrection!

   Which can come at any moment!

 We don’t know the exact day or hour that Christ will return for His Bride, the Church, but what we do know is that today we are closer to that time than at any time in human history! Today we are closer to that time then we were yesterday, and if He doesn’t return today then tomorrow we will be one day closer yet. 

 The signs of the times we are living in seem to indicate that His return is very close at hand.  

 In teaching about the end of the age and His second coming Jesus says this:

Matthew 24:4 - 8 (NIV) 4Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you.  5For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,£’ and will deceive many.  6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.  7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.  8All these are the beginning of birth pains.


Matthew 24:32 - 40 (NIV) 32“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near.  33Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it£ is near, right at the door.  34I tell you the truth, this generation£ will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.  35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 36“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,£ but only the Father.  37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

 38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark;  39and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.

All of these things that Jesus said to watch for as a general sign of His return I believe we are seeing fulfilled today!  Just look at what is going on in the Middle East today! I believe Biblical prophecies our being fulfilled with increasing frequency before our very eyes. The stage is now being set for Jesus return!!

If this is true then we are living in the most exciting time of human history!

 I firmly believe that there very well may be some here today that will see all this reach its complete fulfillment.

 Jesus said: “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near.  33Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door.  34I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.
 Then Jesus gives this admonition to us as believers….

Matthew 24:42 - 44 (NIV) 42“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.  43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into.  44So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

Understand this: If you think that Jesus will probably not come today or tomorrow or this week or this year then it is the perfect time for Him to come because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

 This morning, are you ready for the return of the Lord whenever it is that He may come?

 Do you have the hope of the resurrection in your life?

 Do you know Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior?

 If He were to return today would you be ready?

 The most important question of this life is not when will  the Lord return…the most important question of this life is will I be ready to meet Him whenever that day comes….

 If He were to return today would you be ready?

Song- I wish we’d all been ready

Are you ready?

The only way to be ready then is to know Jesus now!

Not just know of Him or about Him but know Him as the personal Lord and Savior of our life…

 If you have never giving your life to Christ and have no assurance of the resurrection then why not do so today while there is still time to make that decision?

