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TITLE: TEN COMMANDMENTS (Part 1)

TEXT: Exodus 20:1-17; 2 Tim. 3:16-17

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the Ten Commandments.

 The Ten Commandments have become a hot potato issue in our nation. 

 First there was an effort to remove them from our public schools—some think that they are a threat to our children.

 Then came the effort to remove them from all public places, even our courtrooms, where justice is supposed to be administered, some think that the ten Commandments of God have no place.

 One judge who refused to remove a monument with the Ten Commandments on it from the courthouse in which he worked was removed from the bench for his stand.

  Have you ever read the Ten Commandments and thought to yourself, what is it here that is so offensive to so many that they feel so threatened by them that they would go to such great lengths to see them removed from all of our schools and public institutions?

What is wrong with our children reading that they should 12“Honor their father and mother 13“that they should not kill or steal. 14“that adultery and lying and covetousness is wrong.

 In light of what we see going on in many of our public schools today, where some have more of the appearance of a war zone or battlefield then they do a place of education and learning, it really puzzles me why some will view the ten Commandments as so threatening or such a bad thing for our children to embrace.
A Scripture that comes to mind is:

Proverbs 16:25 (NIV) 25    There is a way that seems right to a man,  but in the end it leads to death. 

  Many within our nation today feel that it is right to remove any mention of God from all areas of our lives-- but in the end is it something that will lead to death—even the death of a nation.

 If the ten commandments of God had been allowed to hang in the halls of Columbine High School in Colorado a few years back and had its message been encouraged to be embraced, would those two students still of had come into school that day and taken so much life? 
  Well, I guess that is a question in which we will never find the answer but I wonder none the less….

 If I asked you to recite the Ten Commandments of God this morning how many could do it?

Turn with me to:

Exodus 20:1 - 11 (NIV) 1And God spoke all these words: 2“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 4“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me,  6but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 8“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  9Six days you shall labor and do all your work,  10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates.  
11For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Exodus 20:12 - 17 (NIV) 12“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 13“You shall not murder. 14“You shall not commit adultery. 15“You shall not steal. 16“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

 Within the entirety of the Mosaic Law which we find listed in the books of Numbers, Deuteronomy and Leviticus, we will find over 650 laws that God gave to His people…. 

 All of these laws find their root in the Ten Commandments.

 Or we can look at the Ten Commandments as the summery of Gods complete law to His people.

 If you would keep the Ten Commandments to the letter then you would keep all of the other 650 plus commands of God as well.
 I don’t believe that the people who find the Ten Commandments offensive probably feel that way about all of the commands..

 I mean, most would probably have no problem instructing our youth not to kill or steal or lie or commit adultery or to honor their parents… 

 Can you imagine any parent wanting their child to actually do these things?

Of those who object to the Ten Commandments, I would dare say that most just object to the first four commands…
The Ten commands are actually divided into two sets of commands.

 The first four deal with man’s relationship to God and the next six deal with man’s relationship with his fellow man.
 And I believe it is the first four, the ones that deal with man’s relationship to God that most who object to the displaying of the Ten Commandments object to.
  And it is not really all that hard to understand their objection…
 What is it that Gods word is intended to do?

2 Timothy 3:16 - 17 (NIV) 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

 Did you catch that?

 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness…

 The word of God teaches, it rebukes, it corrects and it trains.
 Those who want to be taught and trained in righteousness will accept and even embrace its rebuking and correcting properties….

 For those who are not interested in being made righteous its rebuke and correction are hard to take. They find that Gods Word actually makes them feel uncomfortable so they strive to remove themselves from that discomfort.
EXAMPLE: If there is someone that makes you feel uncomfortable or guilty whenever you are around them, what is it that you will often find yourself doing?

Staying away from them!

If the word of God makes you feel uncomfortable and guilty and if you have no desire to be made righteous then you will do everything within your power to stay away from it because no one wants to walk around in life miserable if they can help it.
 And if you are living a life of rebellion against God the first four commands within the Ten Commandments are going to make you feel uncomfortable and even potentially guilty!

So let’s look at the first four commands this morning….

Exodus 20:1 - 11 (NIV) 1And God spoke all these words: 2“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 

 The first command… You shall have no other gods before Me!...
The Hebrew word for god used here  is:

el-o-heem'  gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically used (in the plural, especially with the article) of the supreme God

el-o-heem'  is the plural form of el-o'-ah,  

a deity or the deity:
  Do you know what the fastest growing religion in the United States is? Secular humanism…
 Secular humanist, have for the most part, taken over our institutions of public education, they have infiltrated the halls of congress and most every area of American life.
  Who is the god of the secular humanist? Self is!

If it feels good then do it! If it seems right then it is the right thing for you to do….
Secular humanism comes screaming out of our television sets at almost every commercial.
“Go for all the gusto that you can get in life” Our brand of beer is the way to do it.
 “You deserve a break today so go out and get away” indulge yourself with 1000 milligrams of fat in a big Mac! Go ahead clod those arteries---it’s your body!

 “ You deserve the Luxury” Go ahead and buy that new car—no money-no problem!  We will finance for a lot longer than this car will ever run!

 Most commercials try to get us to indulge self in one way or the other!

 Point is when we live primarily to please self then self is the god that we serve.
 Self is the god of the secular humanist.
 God says have no other gods before Me….
The next command is closely related…

4“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me,  6but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.

4“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 
 KJV says graven image.
peh'-sel
From H6458; an idol:—carved (graven) image.
It comes from the root tseh'-lem
meaning to shade; a phantom, that is, (illusion, resemblance; hence a representative figure, especially an idol:—image.

Some will say that we don’t have idols in our society today. They say that they wouldn’t think of worshipping a carved or graven image.

 Give me a break! We are probably the greatest society of idol worshipers that has ever existed!

  Our homes are all filled with potential idols!
Your television set is a graven image, something made by the hands of man that is sitting there waiting to be idolized! The car sitting in your driveway is a graven image, made by the hands of man, just waiting to become an idol to you! The very home that you live in is a graven image, made by the hands of man that wants to become your idol of worship!

An idol is anything made by the hands of man that we will place more importance on then we do the Lord God.
Guys, we allow that football game to keep us from going to Church and worshipping God and we have allowed it to become an idol in our life…

 Ladies, you stay home from Church and worshipping God to clean the house because company is coming for dinner then you have just made an idol out of your house and/or your company.
Kids, you allow that video game to keep you from attending a Church activity or spending time with other Christian kids then your video game has become an idol in your life.
Anything that we choose over God can become an idol to us!
Just listen to how seriously God looks upon idolatry…

For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 

 Two things that I want to point out here…

#1  idolatry can be passed down from parent to child….

 Parents, if you have things in your life that you give more priority to then God and your children will likely do the same. Idolatry can become a generational problem.  Even To the third and fourth generation!

#2. God associates idolatry as hating Him.
For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me..
But listen to the promise for those who remain true to God and don’t get wrapped up in idolatry…. 

 6but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.

Faithfulness to God also has generational consequences..
 …showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.

Nothing that we possess is an idol to us unless and until we worship it. God is not saying that we can’t have a nice car or a nice home or a television set or a video game…

We can own these kinds of things we are just not to allow them to own us.  Never allow anything material to interfere with what we are to be spiritually.

We should never allow anything to become more important to us then spending time with our God. If we do then we have allowed that thing to become an idol in our life.
 The third command is also a biggie..
7“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

7“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God,

KJV says: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.

Do you realize that this is not just speaking about swearing or cursing using the name of the Lord?
When we use the name of the Lord as an act of cursing we certainly do misuse His name, use His name in vain, but there are many other ways that we can be guilty of this sin as well.
Vain= ineffective, unsuccessful, unproductive.

NIV and other modern translations have chosen to interpret this command as misusing the name of the Lord. Misusing Gods name by using it lightly…..

The name of God was so holy to those who first wrote down the scriptures that it is said that every time that a scribe would come to the name of God that he would put down his quill, his pen, get a brand new one, one that had never been used, write Gods name with it, then go back to his other pen. The next time he would come to the name of God he would get another new pen just to write out the name of God.  

 Even then they would exclude the vowels because Gods name was so holy to them that they wouldn’t even pronounce it!

 I believe that we probably misuse the name of the Lord a lot without even realizing that we do it.
And we can do it without swearing…
EXAMPLE: People who say “God Bless you” a lot.
  I mean it is great if that is what they are really thinking---consciously calling down Gods blessings on another is a good thing. But many just seem to use it as some kind of catchy Church phrase born out of habit and when we do so I believe we are misusing the name of God.. We are using His name in vain! We are taking His name lightly!

 Don’t stop saying God bless you but be sure that is what you mean, what your intent is when you say it. 

 Someone may be living a terrible life of sin and an unthinking Christian may, out of mere habit, call down God’s blessing upon that person and I believe that is taking the name of the lord in vain. It is a misuse of His holy name.
 I have heard people who have the habit of saying “Oh God” a lot. Tell them some bad news about someone…Oh God!

 Tell them some good news about someone…Oh God!

 That is habitual use of Gods holy name much like we would say “How are you” or “how you doing” when we pass someone on the street when we really don’t care how they are or how they are doing…..

 Example: Was an older gentleman around town who if you asked him “how you doing” he  would actually tell people if he was having a bad day, I think he would even make up some stuff on how bad his day was going….Then he might say “if you really don’t want to know don’t ask!”
  He was a nice guy that just said this to get people to think before they asked that question. Do you really want to know or is it just the way you greet people…
 Whenever we use Gods name lightly or merely out of habit we misuse the name of God. We take His name in vain, treat it as a common thing.
 The forth command…..Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy we will talk about next week…

 Folks, what we need to understand about the ten commandments of God is just that…they are Gods commands to His people—not Gods suggestions to His people.
 This morning, as you examine your life do you find that you have no other gods in your life other than thee one and only true God? 

 Are you not allowing any form of idolatry into your life that will interfere with or hinder your relationship with God?

 And do you see His name as truly holy --- never to be misused by using it lightly or unthinkingly?

  Prayer……

