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TITLE: Counting the Cost---Cost vs. Worth

TEXT: Josh. 6:26;  1 Ki. 16:34; Heb. 12:2-3; Jn. 3:16-17; Lk. 22:39-43; 2 Co. 5:21; Jn. 15:13-15; Ro. 5:6-8; Lk. 9:23; Phil. 2:5-11

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about counting the cost.

  “How much does it cost?” and “What is it worth?” are two questions that may sound alike, but they are, in fact, two very different questions.

  “Cost” is the amount one is willing to pay to complete a purchase…the bill, the tab, the monetary expense required to accomplish a financial transaction.

 “Worth” is the usefulness of the object…the benefit, the value and importance of the thing being purchased. Worth is the long lasting return we derive from the item.

 Justification for paying a certain cost is usually determined on the basis of the personal worth that accompanies the purchase.

 One other distinction is that “cost” is cold, objective, and even painful. Nor is it necessarily easy to accept.
 That is where worth plays a vital role. In our minds we contemplate the unemotional, hard facts of cost along with the subjective, magnetic appeals of worth.

 Worth, when it does its job, convinces the buyer that the cost is either acceptable, or it says, don’t do it. It isn’t worth the price.
 Simple illustration….

Say you are looking to buy car.  You know what kind of car you want and you find one in the paper that is just what you looking for. A 2012 Ford Explorer with 10 miles on the odometer.

 A little old man bought the car new and the next week had to give up driving so this car has just been setting in his garage for a year and now he has decided to sell.

  You look up the book value of the vehicle and a one year old Explorer books for an average retail price via private owner at say $18,500.00.  That is the average cost of the item.

  The old man knows that his car is in brand new condition and he sets the cost at $22,000 and is firm at that price.
  The cost has been established, the price set.
 Now it comes down to, not what is the cost, that has already been established, but now it comes down to worth..
What is this car worth to you? Is it worth paying 3500 over book price for you to own this particular vehicle?

 Cost, is most of the time, objective.

Worth, on the other hand is always, subjective.
 Worth is subjective to what value you personally place upon the item.
 The cost that we are willing to pay for any given item will be determined on our part by the worth that we place upon it.

 This is true with anything in life….

 Before we pay the cost the worth has to be weighed.

 After the city of Jericho had been miraculously destroyed by God through the Israelites, and as Joshua was leading the Israelites to take possession of Canaan, Joshua speaks these words to the people about the city of Jericho…

Josh. 6:26 (NIV)
26At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: “Cursed before the LORD is the man who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho:


“At the cost of his firstborn son will he lay its foundations; at the cost of his youngest will he set up its gates.”

Here a cost is determined. A price is set. If anyone would ever undertake to rebuild the city of Jericho that the Lord had destroyed they would do it….““At the cost of his firstborn son will he lay its foundations; at the cost of his youngest will he set up its gates.”
 Years later in the time of King Ahab and Jezebel, there was an Israelite named Hiel that undertook the rebuilding of the city of Jericho…

1 Kin. 16:34 (NIV)
34In Ahab’s time, Hiel of Bethel rebuilt Jericho. He laid its foundations at the cost of his firstborn son Abiram, and he set up its gates at the cost of his youngest son Segub, in accordance with the word of the LORD spoken by Joshua son of Nun.
Thru Joshua God had laid down a cost.

 That if anyone would ever undertake to rebuild the city of Jericho that it would cost them the price of their oldest and their youngest sons.

 We don’t know much about Hiel the Bethelite. This is the only reference we have of him in Scripture.

  There are some assumptions that we can make though.

 History was passed down from one generation to the next through stories. Somewhere along the line Heil would have heard about when his ancestors had destroyed the city of Jericho. How with just the blast of the trumpet and a mighty shout from the people the walls of the city collapsed. It is also very reasonable to assume that he had heard about the curse if anyone where to attempt to rebuild the city.

 Which leads us to one of two possible scenarios…

#1. Heil knew the potential cost of rebuilding the city-that it would cost him the life of his oldest and youngest son and seeing the city of Jericho rebuilt was worth that cost to him…

#2. Heil had heard the stories but didn’t believe them or simply didn’t care..

Either way it was a cost vs. worth situation….

 Even if he didn’t really believe the stories passed down to him, the prudent thing to do, if you valued the lives of your children, would have been to error on the side of caution and not rebuild the city….

  But none the less, the cost was established, the worth weighed, and then the price was paid…..

 That was kind of a negative example from Scripture so let’s move on to a more positive one…

 Heb. 12:2 -3 (NIV)
2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

 Lets take a moment to consider Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame!

John 3:16 -17 (NIV)
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

Here we have a cost vs. worth scenario.
 Man, created in the image and likeness of God, created in the goodness of God, Created for intimate fellowship and relationship with God, had fallen to sin and as a result man found himself separated from God by his sin.. That intimate fellowship and relationship with God that man was created for was broken. The relationship that God longed to have with man was severed.

 Sinful man could no longer enter the presence of an all holy God.

 But because of Gods deep love for us there became a cost vs. worth situation…

 Just what was the worth God placed on redeeming mankind? 
  How much was He willing to pay to enable us to have a way to come back into the fellowship and relationship with Himself that He created us for?

16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.

 The cost was established, the worth was weighed, and the price was willingly paid!

  In his book, Written in Blood, Robert Coleman tells the story of a little boy whose sister needed a blood transfusion. The doctor had explained that she had the same disease the boy had recovered from two years earlier. Her only chance for recovery was a transfusion from someone who had previously conquered the disease. Since the two children had the same rare blood type, the boy was the ideal donor. 

   "Would you give your blood to Mary?" the doctor asked. 

   Johnny hesitated. His lower lip started to tremble. Then he smiled and said, "Sure, for my sister." 

   Soon the two children were wheeled into the hospital room--Mary, pale and thin; Johnny, robust and healthy. Neither spoke, but when they met, Johnny grinned. As the nurse inserted the needle into his arm, Johnny's smile faded. He watched the blood flow through the tube. 

   With the ordeal almost over, his voice slightly shaky, Johnny broke the silence. "Doctor, when do I die?" Only then did the doctor realize why Johnny had hesitated, why his lip had trembled when he'd agreed to donate his blood. He'd thought giving his blood to his sister meant giving up his life. In that brief moment, he'd made his great decision. 

 He was willing to give his life to save his sister!

   Johnny, fortunately, didn't have to die to save his sister.

 Each of us however, has a condition far more serious than Mary's, and it required Jesus to give, not just his blood, but to give his life.

  I want to go to a portion of Scripture that tells us of Christ weighing the cost and evaluating the worth of saving you and me.

 The night before Jesus would go to the cross He knew what lie ahead of Him and he took His disciples and went up to the Mount of Olives to pray…

Luke 22:39 -42 (NIV)
39Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 40On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 41He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 

 43An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.

This is Jesus weighing the cost, evaluating the worth of our redemption!

 As Jesus was weighing the cost, the price He would have to pay to bring us back into right relationship and fellowship with God, the cost of redemption, the cost of our sin, Scripture tells us that: being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.

The Greek word for anguish is:

ag-o-nee'-ah From G73; a struggle ,that is, (anguish:—agony.
Ag-o-nee-ah comes from the root word….

ag-one'  figuratively an effort or anxiety:—conflict, contention, fight, race.
 Jesus agony, His anguish was so intense as He  weighed the cost of our redemption that His sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 

A Foursquare pastor in California by the name of Ted Roberts shared with us at a men’s retreat in Geneva Ws. several years ago about this passage of Scripture, which I believe is literal, Jesus actually sweat drops of blood in the Garden as He was weighing the cost of paying the price of mans sins.

 Ted Roberts was a Marine Pilot in Viet Nam and shared how this verse exploded into meaning for him one day when he heard about how when a pilot is on a crash course toward earth that just before impact as he sees the ground coming closer and closer, knowing what is going to happen--- that with the spike of blood pressure in the intensity of the moment the blood vessels just below the surface of the skin in the face start to rupture and drops of blood form on the forehead. It would appear as if they were sweating blood.
This is very well the intensity and emotion that Jesus felt that night in the Garden of Gethsemane as He was weighing the cost of sin and the sin of the world stated to bear down upon His shoulders!

 As He, who knew no sin, was about to become the sacrifice for all sin!


2 Cor. 5:21 (NIV)
21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

 The garden is where Jesus weighed the cost and made the decision to pay the price because of the worth that He placed on you and me!

42“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 

 What is the cup Jesus was talking about? The cup was the cross! Jesus knew in what manner in which the cost would have to be paid.

 He had to anticipate that cost in the garden that night.

  Anticipation of a cost that has to be paid is often not a very pleasant experience…
EXAMPLE: How many this morning have ever had surgery before? 
 I have had several surgeries on my body over the last 20-30 years. After breaking my left arm I had a dozen or so surgeries.. I have had 5 surgeries on my right shoulder after breaking it 3 years ago. I had a couple on my leg when I broke it several years ago.
  There is always a certain amount fear of the unknown when it comes to this kind of thing.  I had never been in the hospital before I had the first accident when I broke my left arm. 
 The first surgery was actually the easiest. I was loaded up on morphine and they could have done whatever they wanted to me and I wouldn’t have cared! 
  After a few months the breaks in my arm went into a non-union. The doctor told me that they would have to go back in and do a bone graft to help my arm heal.

 I was apprehensive about it! It was an unknown experience for me. I had never had a bone graft before. 

 What was worse I had a couple weeks to think about it before they could do the surgery. (Explain bone graft).
  That surgery hurt a lot worse then the initial injury. I was in severe, intense pain after the operation and I can remember telling Pam that I would let them take my arm off before I would do that again.

 Never say never…Before it was all said and done over a period of about 5 years I had to go back in for several surgeries and have two more bone grafts.

 When they did the second and third bone grafts it was a lot worse because I knew what was coming.
 It is one thing to go through something when you really don’t know what to expect and it is something else to go through something when you know exactly what to expect!

 In the garden of Gethsemane Jesus knew what was coming!  Jesus knew exactly what to expect!

 And He sweats great drops of blood as He anticipated what was coming…
 42“Father, Dad, if you are willing, please take this cup from me; yet not my will, but your will be done.” 

 The cost was counted, the worth was weighed, and the price Jesus willingly paid!


John 15:13 (NIV)
13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

 If laying down ones life for his friends is a great love, how much greater a love is it to lay down ones life for those who have treated you like an enemy?

 Jesus died to take away the sins of the whole world!

Rom. 5:6 -8 (NIV) 6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.

 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Why did Jesus do that? What enabled Him to do it?

 It is all about worth! It is all about value!

 Jesus knew the cost and the cost was high, but when the cost was held up next to the worth, the value, He willingly paid the price!

  A woman wrote J. Vernon McGee: "Our preacher said that on Easter Jesus just swooned on the cross and that the disciples nursed him back to health.  What do you think?" McGee replied, "Dear Sister, beat your preacher with a leather whip for thirty-nine heavy strokes. Nail him to a cross. Hang him in the sun for six hours. Run a spear through his heart. Embalm him. Put him in an airless tomb for three days. Then see what happens."

 How much does God love you?

He loves you and I this much (Stretch out arms)!

Oswald Chambers once said:
  In the Cross we may see the dimensions of Divine love. The Cross is not the cross of a man, but the exhibition of the heart of God. At the back of the wall of the world stands God with His arms outstretched, and every man driven there is driven into the arms of God. The Cross of Jesus is the supreme evidence of the love of God.

  The question for each and all of us this morning is: what is our response to such a great demonstration of Gods love for us?

 How have we responded, how are we responding, to Christ love that was demonstrated to us on Calvary’s cross?

Luke 9:23 (NIV)
23Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.
If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me!

What is the cross worth to you? What value, what worth, do you place on the sacrifice that Jesus made for your sins?

How do we respond to such a great love? Such a great sacrifice?

John 15:13 -15 (NIV)
13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business.
 Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.

13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

 Jesus laid down His life for us! Jesus conceders us His friend!

 We become recipients of that friendship by doing what He commands!

14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends...

Phil. 2:5 -11  tells us this…
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider

 equality with God something to be grasped,

7but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a  servant, being made in human likeness.
8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled  himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!

9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,

10
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: The attitude of Jesus was that of surrender to the Father, compassion for you and me and after weighing the cost of our redemption, willingly paying the cost of our sin for us….
The cross was a cost vs. worth situation!

It was for Jesus then, and it is for us today!

What is the cross worth to you? What value have you placed upon it?

 That will be determined by how we have personally responded to it?

 If we truly have weighed the worth of the cross and what Jesus did there, our only adequate response is total and complete surrender of our life to Him.
 Surrender our life, our will, to the one who gave His life for us.  

What is Jesus worth to you this morning?

 What value have you placed upon Him?

There is a price that we must pay…there is a cost that has been established to receive the Son and that price is surrender of our life to Him who gave His all for us?

Have you counted the cost, weighed the worth and have you paid that price?

  Have you surrendered your life to Jesus this morning?

 It is the best bargain that this life has to offer. It is the only bargain that pays eternal dividends.
 As the great old Hymns says: Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe—Sin had left its crimson stain—Jesus washed me white as snow!
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