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TITLE: Discipleship
TEXT: 1 Co. 1:26-29; Mt. 16:13-23; Ephe. 1:11-14;
2 Co. 12:7-10; Ro. 8:27-28
INTRODUCTION: How many here this morning would identify yourselves as a disciple of Christ?

 Just what does it mean to be a disciple?
Question? Does salvation, our accepting Jesus as Lord automatically make us a disciple of Christ?
 Salvation is definitely where the process of discipleship has to start, but is salvation what defines discipleship?

I don’t know that it does…At least by the definition of the word disciple….
Disciple comes from the Greek:
math-ay-tes'
From G3129; a learner, that is, pupil:—disciple.
Math-ay-tes’ come from the root 
matheō, to learn (in any way):— understand.
 So, can a person surrender their life to Christ and accept His offer of Salvation and yet not be a disciple by definition of the word, a learner, a pupil that learns and understands?

 To be honest I am not really sure! I know that once we accept Jesus as our Lord and surrender our life to Him that is what is supposed to happen.
  I do know that If discipleship does not happen, if we do not learn from Him and understand that which He has to teach us, then we can never grow as a Christian in our relationship with the Lord, and we will never be effective in doing that which He has called all of us to do, and that is go into our world and make disciples of nations.
 I mean if we are to make disciples then don’t we first need to be one?

 Most probably, once we come to Christ and surrender our life to Him is when the process of discipleship starts, it is just that we each will grow at different paces.

  When we were in school, and say went to history or math class, then we were a disciple of that history or math teacher. A disciple being one who learns and understands--a pupil.

 And just as when we were in school we all learned at a different pace. Some got A’s and some got C’s or D’s, but all learned something, all who are in the class are disciples or pupils of the one who teaches that class, each with a different capacity for learning.

 I believe to really understand discipleship we need to go back to the beginning when Jesus called the first 12 people to disciple..

 Simon and his brother Andrew were the first Jesus chose to disciple. Next Jesus called James and John, then Philip, then Nathaniel (also called Bartholomew), then Matthew, then Thomas, then James, son of Alphaeus, and then Simon the Zealot, and then Judas, son of James, and finally Judas Iscariot.

 According to the Gospel of John, Andrew and one other of the disciples had first been disciples of John the Baptist. John was their teacher and they his pupil.

 The disciples were more interested in telling Jesus' story than in telling their own, but we do know a few things about some of them. 

 Jesus nicknamed Simon- “Peter” which means rock or stone.
 Peter, Andrew, James and John were all commercial fishermen. They (or their families) owned their own boats.   James and John were the sons of Zebedee, and this John is the one who wrote the Fourth Gospel, the Gospel of John.
 Andrew and Philip have Greek names and spoke Greek to the travelers who came from Greece to hear Jesus preach. They may have had Greek relatives or Greek or Roman educations.

 Matthew had been a tax collector, a disrespected way of earning a living in those days. Tax collectors were not allowed to testify in court, because everyone believed they were totally dishonest.

 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot may have been political activists, belonging to some of the many groups that wanted to overthrow the Roman government. 
  The Jews at that time wanted very much to have a Jewish king and Jewish courts that understood their beliefs and the way they observed the religious laws.

We only know Thomas's nickname—Didymus.  Both Didymus in Aramaic and Thomas in Greek mean twin. He may have had a twin brother.

  But what we know for sure about all the disciples that Jesus chose is that they all left their livelihoods and commitments to follow Jesus as he traveled around the country, preaching, teaching, and healing.

 For three years they walked and talked with Jesus as He taught them the ways of the Kingdom of God and prepared them to follow in His footsteps teaching others to do the same. Jesus discipled them to disciple others!
But just look at who Jesus called!

 The twelve were an amazingly varied group. Their personalities, interests, and occupations swept the spectrum.

 Four were Fishermen. Common blue color workers. A Tax collector. An occupation so corrupt that they would not even be allowed to testify in a court of law. Zealots! Political activists possibly even guerilla fighters.

 They all had vastly different personalities.

 Peter was eager, aggressive, bold, and outspoken, while John, his closest friend, spoke very little. Nathanael was quick to believe while Thomas consistently wanted tangible proof throughout Christ earthly ministry.

 Notice—Not one college grad, not one fortune 500 executive, not one movie star, not one millionaire..
Jesus chose first the most common of the common!
  John MacArthur once wrote:

“The Lord doesn’t want mass-produced disciples off an assembly line. He wants followers of all races, vocations, social classes, personality types, and interests. He wants variety in His Kingdom because the human race reflects His creative range.” 

Back when God first started to place the call of ministry upon my life there were some things that I really struggled with.

 I was not college educated, in fact I was lucky I made it through high school, not that I was not smart enough but I was more interested in having a good time then studying. 
  And in my past there was a lot of sin! I was not the kind of guy most parents would want to see their daughters go out with.
 And I certainly did not feel like I could get up in front of people to speak. Of any of the fears I have had in my life public speaking was probably the greatest. 
 I still have no inward desire to get up in front of people. I am standing up here today the same way I do every time I speak in public—by Gods grace and His grace alone!
I didn’t feel like I was worthy enough or good enough to represent God in full time ministry so I really questioned if what I was feeling was really of God.

 Then God led me to these verses of Scripture:

 1 Corinthians 1:26 - 29 (NIV) 26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth.  27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are,  29so that no one may boast before him. 
 Anytime I start to feel like I am not good enough or unworthy to do what God has called me to do I go back to these verses of Scripture…
27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are,  29so that no one may boast before him. 
 The original disciple of Christ that stands out to me the most, and to whom I can personally identify with the most, is Peter.

Peter was a flawed individual! 

Peter was eager, aggressive, bold, and outspoken but often in a negative way.

  In one paragraph Peter is both commended and admonished very sternly by the Lord.


Matthew 16:13 - 23 (NIV) 13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.  18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hadeswill not overcome it.
19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
 20Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ. 21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 23Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”
 Peter goes from being greatly praised in one breath to being called Satan in the next by Jesus. 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.  18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.
23Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”
 Again, John MacArthur has this to say about Peter.

“In the Gospels, no disciple is so frequently rebuked by the Lord as Peter; and no disciple rebukes the Lord except Peter. (Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him).

No one confessed Christ more boldly or acknowledged His Lordship more explicitly; yet no other disciple ever verbally denied Christ as forcefully or as publically as Peter did. No one is praised and blessed by Christ the way Peter was; yet Peter was also the only one Christ addressed as Satan.

  None of Peter’s actions surprised Jesus, none of his failures delayed the Lord’s agenda, and nothing Peter did caused Jesus to question His plan. In Fact, all of Peter’s experiences contributed to make him the leader Christ wanted him to be.”

 Have you ever done something good for God and really felt blessed by it and then latter that same day fell flat on your face in your relationship with the Lord?

 The point is God calls, not perfect people to discipleship, but flawed and ordinary people to discipleship..
27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are..

And then He tells us why?
29so that no one may boast before him. 
 You see, as a Christian it is not us who does the good that we do but it is Christ who does those things through us as we yield ourselves to Him.

Ephesians 1:11 - 14 (NIV) 11In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,  12in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.  13And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,  14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.

Philippians 2:13 (NIV) 13for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
 Gods plan is not conditioned on how we perform as a Christian!
 All of us are flawed creatures and our mistakes will not hinder Gods plans.
In fact it is often through our flaws and our weaknesses that God will work His will in us the most.

The Apostle Paul learned this truth….

 2 Corinthians 12:7 - 10 (NIV) 7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.  8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
 Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

God has said:

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
 How is God’s power made perfect in our weaknesses?
 Because it is most often in our weaknesses that we will truly empty ourselves of self and rely upon God and God alone.

 When I try and then stumble and fall it is almost always because I am trying to do it myself instead of allowing God to do it through me. When I try to stand in my strength instead of His!

 And sometimes it is only when I have come to my wits end, the end of my abilities, sometimes falling flat on my face, before I will simply turn the situation over to God and then rest in His strength and ability instead of my own.

 To hear God speak to me: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in (your) weakness.”

 Romans 8:27-28 (NIV) 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.
28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 
28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 
 This all things even include our times of failure!

It even includes those times when we fall flat on our face in striving to live a Christ-like life.
 I would dare say that it was Peter’s failures as much as his strengths that made Peter the disciple of Christ that he became.

 Perhaps you don’t fit the stereotypical mold of a disciple of Christ, whatever that looks like. Good, don’t change a thing, unless it is immoral, impure or obnoxious. Whether you stand out in a crowd or blend into the scenery, the Lord, who made you in the uniqueness that you are, wants you to serve Him right now right where you are!

  This morning, are we fulfilling our calling to be disciples of Jesus Christ? Are we allowing the Lord to be the teacher and us the student?

 And are we thankful that God has looked past who we are to who we can yet be in Him?

27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are..
In short-God chose you, He chose me, in all our shortcomings and flaws to be His disciple and represent Him to our world.
 Will we fulfill our calling of discipleship and learn from Him and then go out and make disciples of nation’s one person at a time? 

 For that is our calling and it is a calling that is second to none….

