"GETTING BACK TO THE BASICS!"
Scripture Reading.....James 1... 1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted:10 But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted ofGod: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.16 Do not err, my beloved brethren.17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness ofGod.21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain.27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
Prayer....
INTRODUCTION
1. A disturbing trend seen too often in many churches is the apparent

   backslidden state of many Christians.

I WANT TO ADDRESS THIS BECAUSE...too often many Christians will suffer some down time in their Christian walk. The devil will never attack when you are at your strongest, but when you are at your weakest point in your walk with Christ!!! Notice that when Jesus had fasted for fourty days and fourty nights He was was lead of the Spirit to be tempted of the devil. Jesus was at His weakest point. But I have found out that when I am weak, then I am strong!! But in many cases some Christians become sluggish, lackadaisical, unresponsive, apathetic, weaker, feeble, distraught,  in many a lack of respect of their acknowledgement of God operating in their lives!

Do you know that some Christians can be at the point of being backslidden and not know it!!

   a. They may attend services, but it appears that they are only

      "going through the motions"

   b. Their singing, their praying, their Bible Study, their zeal,

      seems listless and without any real emotion!
-- CERTAINLY GOD DESIRES MORE FROM and FOR HIS CHILDREN!
Ro 15:13... 13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.
2. I suspect the problem is one similar to an athlete or a sport team

   which is "in a slump"

   a. Such a person or team "goes through the motions", but they are

      not performing up to their true potential

   b. The solution in sports:  Work on "the basic fundamentals"******

   c.  Hand and eye must be well coordinated.

   d.  Legs must be strengthened.

   e.  The body must be well oiled and tuned for the task at hand.

   f.   Do the homework in order to know your opponent!

   g.  The equipment must be functioning properly.

   h.  Know the opponents playing field.  The mind is the playing field!!

3. The same is true with Christians; sometimes when we find ourselves "in a slump"...

   a. We need to get "Back To The Basics" unless we want to hear these words........ -. 
Re 2:4-5... 4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.
Beloved this afternoon I would like to stress some of the "Basic fundamentals"  that we need to get back to whenever our lives are in a 

spiritual slump. 

My first suggestion would be to...]

I. RE-ENERGIZE YOUR "FAITH"
   A.  Allow me to scripturally  DEFINE "FAITH"...
 He 11:1..... Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
      2. The NIV is helpful:  I don't particularly use the NIV because of the many omissions of scripture......however in this case because of the definition it brings forth I'll use it this once....

"Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what 
 we  do not see."
      3. VINE'S describes faith as "a firm conviction"
      4. I like to think of faith as "confident trust"
   B. IMPORTANCE OF "FAITH"...
      1. Faith in God is essential to pleasing Him - I begin with faith in God because everything we are involved with in our Christian walk starts with Faith in God! It's where the Basic issues of life all begin!!!

He 11:6... But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
However ....Faith will come to an end one day!!!!!
      2. Faith in Jesus now.....is essential to finding forgiveness and eternal

         life -
Jn 8:24; ..... 24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.
Jn 20:30-31... 30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.
      3. Without faith, the only alternative is doubt accompanied with

         fear ...

Story of Peter's fear while walking on the water....Tell brief story.....

 Mt 14:30-31..... 0 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?
   C.    RE- ENERGIZING YOUR "FAITH"... By.....

      1. The Word of God  which is designed to produce faith -

Ro 10:17;....  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
      2. Beloved,  Through diligent reading of the Bible, we can 
          "Re-energize" our faith!

[So when you find yourself in a spiritual slump, pick up your Bible and

allow it to rebuild that "confident trust" you once had! 
II. FORTIFY YOUR "HOPE"
   A. Allow me to ...."DEFINE HOPE"...
      1. VINE'S says that it involves "the happy anticipation of good"
      2. It is NOT wishful thinking, or an insecure "I hope so"

      3. But as VINE'S describes it further, it is "a confident

         expectation"
      4. A common definition of hope is "desire plus expectation"
   B. IMPORTANCE OF "HOPE"...
      1. Hope is necessary to persevere - 
Ro 8:25; But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.
1Th 1:3.... Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;

 2. Hope is necessary for our motivation to become pure - 
1Jn 3:2-3....  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.
      3. Hope is necessary to increase opportunities to evangelize 

1Pe 3:15.... 5 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.
      4. Without hope, we not only lose our souls, we won't be any good

         for saving others!

   C. FORTIFYING YOUR "HOPE"...
      1. The Word of God was written to produce hope - 
Ro 15:4.... For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

         a. Through its revelation of God's dealings with man in the 

            past, we know God keeps His promises

         b. This encourages us to expect Him to deliver on His promises

            for the future

      2. Peter encourages us to "rest your hope fully upon the grace 

         that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 

         Christ" -
 1Pe 1:13.... 13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

         a. Where do read of the "grace" that is to come when Christ is

            revealed?

         b. In the Scriptures, of course!

         c. Nothing "fortifies" our hope better than those wonderful 

            passages that reveal the eternal destiny of the saints!

[When an athlete gets discouraged, he or she is often told to "keep 

your eye on the prize!"  So the Christian must do, and it is with the

aid of God's Word that we can keep our focus where it ought to be.

Beloved...Getting "Back To The Basics" will also include an effort to...]

III. ACTIVATE YOUR "LOVE"
   A. DEFINING "LOVE"...
      1. Paul gives the best definition of love - 
1Co 13:4-8.... 4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.
      2. A simple definition that is easy to remember: "active 

         goodwill"
   B. IMPORTANCE OF "LOVE"...
      1. Expressing love gives us "assurance" of our salvation - cf.

         1Jn 3:14,18-19
      2. Expressing love assures us that God will answer our prayers - 

         1Jn 3:22-23
      3. Expressing love reassures us that we abide in God, and He in 

         us - 
1Jn 4:7-8,12,16
   C. RE-ACTIVATE YOUR "LOVE"...
      1. Like the Thessalonians, we can be taught by God how to love

    1Th 4:9
         a. Jesus taught us how to love by His sacrificial life -
 1Jn  3:16
         b. God taught us how to love by giving His Son as a 

            propitiation for sins - 
1Jn 4:9-11
      2. Through careful meditation upon what the Bible reveals about 

         God's love for us, we can "activate" our love for others!

[As we continue to list what is involved in getting "Back To The 

Basics", GOD wants to also encourage you to...]
IV. ENHANCE YOUR "JOY"
V. ENJOY YOUR "PEACE"
IN CONCLUSION OF THIS ENCOURAGING MESSAGE.....

beloved.......
1. Faith, hope, love, joy, peace:  simple words, yet so essential to 

   the "abundant life" Jesus has  to offer those who come to Him

2. Why are they often in short supply in the lives of many Christians?

   a. Because they neglect two fundamental tools God provides for them
   b. These tools?  The Word of God and PRAYER !!
3. Brethren, whenever you find yourself in a spiritual "slump", let

   these two avenues of communication with God be the key to:

   a. Energize your faith!
   b. Fortify your hope!
   c. Activate your love!
   d. Enhance your joy!
   e. Enjoy your peace!
4. Restoring the basic elements of the abundant life found only in

   Christ is not a mystery:

   a. Receive the implanted Word of God! -
 Jm 1:21.... 21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. And.....

  Continue earnestly in prayer! 

