UNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL MARRIAGE

Proverbs 31:10-30Living Bible (TLB)
10 If you can find a truly good wife, she is worth more than precious gems! 11 Her husband can trust her, and she will richly satisfy his needs. 12 She will not hinder him but help him all her life. 13 She finds wool and flax and busily spins it. 14 She buys imported foods brought by ship from distant ports. 15 She gets up before dawn to prepare breakfast for her household and plans the day’s work for her servant girls. 16 She goes out to inspect a field and buys it; with her own hands she plants a vineyard. 17 She is energetic, a hard worker, 18 and watches for bargains. She works far into the night!19-20 She sews for the poor and generously helps those in need. 21 She has no fear of winter for her household, for she has made warm clothes for all of them. 22 She also upholsters with finest tapestry; her own clothing is beautifully made—a purple gown of pure linen. 23 Her husband is well known, for he sits in the council chamber with the other civic leaders. 24 She makes belted linen garments to sell to the merchants.25 She is a woman of strength and dignity and has no fear of old age. 26 When she speaks, her words are wise, and kindness is the rule for everything she says.  27 She watches carefully all that goes on throughout her household and is never lazy. 28 Her children stand and bless her; so does her husband. He praises her with these words: 29 “There are many fine women in the world, but you are the best of them all!”30 Charm can be deceptive and beauty doesn’t last, but a woman who fears and reverences God shall be greatly praised. 
Proverbs 18:22Living Bible (TLB)
22 The man who finds a wife finds a good thing; she is a blessing to him from the Lord.
Ecclesiastes 9:9Living Bible (TLB)
9 Live happily with the woman you love through the fleeting days of life, for the wife God gives you is your best reward down here for all your earthly toil. 

Proverbs 5:18Living Bible (TLB)
18 Be happy, yes, rejoice in the wife of your youth. 
1 Corinthians 7:3Living Bible (TLB)
3 The man should give his wife all that is her right as a married woman, and the wife should do the same for her husband: 

1 Corinthians 7:4Living Bible (TLB)
4 For a girl who marries no longer has full right to her own body, for her husband then has his rights to it, too; and in the same way the husband no longer has full right to his own body, for it belongs also to his wife. 
1 Corinthians 7:10Living Bible (TLB)
10 Now, for those who are married I have a command, not just a suggestion. And it is not a command from me, for this is what the Lord himself has said: A wife must not leave her husband. 
1 Corinthians 7:11Living Bible (TLB)
11 But if she is separated from him, let her remain single or else go back to him. And the husband must not divorce his wife.

1 Corinthians 7:39Living Bible (TLB)
39 The wife is part of her husband as long as he lives; if her husband dies, then she may marry again, but only if she marries a Christian. 
Ephesians 5:28Living Bible (TLB)
28 That is how husbands should treat their wives, loving them as parts of themselves. For since a man and his wife are now one, a man is really doing himself a favor and loving himself when he loves his wife! 
Ephesians 5:33Living Bible (TLB)
33 So again I say, a man must love his wife as a part of himself; and the wife must see to it that she deeply respects her husband—obeying, praising, and honoring him.

1 Corinthians 7:20-27Living Bible (TLB)
20 Usually a person should keep on with the work he was doing when God called him. 21 Are you a slave? Don’t let that worry you—but of course, if you get a chance to be free, take it. 22 If the Lord calls you, and you are a slave, remember that Christ has set you free from the awful power of sin; and if he has called you and you are free, remember that you are now a slave of Christ. 23 You have been bought and paid for by Christ, so you belong to him—be free now from all these earthly prides and fears.[a] 24 So, dear brothers, whatever situation a person is in when he becomes a Christian, let him stay there, for now the Lord is there to help him.
25 Now I will try to answer your other question. What about girls who are not yet married? Should they be permitted to do so? In answer to this question, I have no special command for them from the Lord. But the Lord in his kindness has given me wisdom that can be trusted, and I will be glad to tell you what I think.
26 Here is the problem: We Christians are facing great dangers to our lives at present. In times like these I think it is best for a person to remain unmarried. 27 Of course, if you already are married, don’t separate because of this. But if you aren’t, don’t rush into it at this time. 
1 Corinthians 7:2Living Bible (TLB)
2 But usually it is best to be married, each man having his own wife, and each woman having her own husband, because otherwise you might fall back into sin.
UNEQUALLY YOKED OR (JOINED TOGETHER)
1 Corinthians 7:16Living Bible (TLB)
16 For, after all, there is no assurance to you wives that your husbands will be converted if they stay; and the same may be said to you husbands concerning your wives.
1 Corinthians 7:14Living Bible (TLB)
14 For perhaps the husband who isn’t a Christian may become a Christian with the help of his Christian wife. And the wife who isn’t a Christian may become a Christian with the help of her Christian husband. Otherwise, if the family separates, the children might never come to know the Lord; whereas a united family may, in God’s plan, result in the children’s salvation.
1 Corinthians 7:33Living Bible (TLB)
33 But a married man can’t do that so well; he has to think about his earthly responsibilities and how to please his wife. 
1 Corinthians 7:34Living Bible (TLB)
34 His interests are divided. It is the same with a girl who marries. She faces the same problem. A girl who is not married is anxious to please the Lord in all she is and does.[a] But a married woman must consider other things such as housekeeping and the likes and dislikes of her husband.
Ephesians 5:23Living Bible (TLB)
23 For a husband is in charge of his wife in the same way Christ is in charge of his body the Church. (He gave his very life to take care of it and be its Savior!) 
For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

Colossians 3:19Living Bible (TLB)
19 And you husbands must be loving and kind to your wives and not bitter against them nor harsh.
1 Corinthians 7:6-9Living Bible (TLB)
6 I’m not saying you must marry, but you certainly may if you wish. 7 I wish everyone could get along without marrying, just as I do. But we are not all the same. God gives some the gift of a husband or wife, and others he gives the gift of being able to stay happily unmarried. 8 So I say to those who aren’t married and to widows—better to stay unmarried if you can, just as I am. 9 But if you can’t control yourselves, go ahead and marry. It is better to marry than to burn with lust.
