"EXPERIENCING JOY IN THE VANITY OF LIFE"

 Scripture Reading......Ecclesiastes 2:22-24
22 sFor what has man for all his labor, and for the striving of his heart with which he has toiled under the sun? 23 For all his days are tsorrowful, and his work burdensome; even in the night his heart takes no rest. This also is vanity. 24 uNothing is better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and that his soul should enjoy good in his labor. This also, I saw, was from the hand of God. 

INTRODUCTION
1. An intriguing book of the Bible is THE BOOK OF ECCLESIATES....
   a. Attributed by many to Solomon. 

   b. One of his most heartfelt search as far as life is concerned    was....Describing his search for meaning in life.
Ec 1:13... 13 And I set my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all that is done under heaven; this burdensome task God has given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised.
2. His search pertains to life "under the sun"...

   a. A phrase used 29 times in 27 verses

   b. Suggesting a look at life from mostly a worldly point of view.
The preacher begins to give a breakdown of what he describes as "vanities of vanities" ..so he asks the following question......
Ec 1:3... 3 What profit has a man from all his labor In which he toils under the sun? 

......now before you begin to analyze his statement in your mind...let's first hear out his message.....

3. His message may seem to be rather negative...

   a. The reason for this is because the  major theme of his disclosure is "the vanity of life" (vanity used 35 times in 29

      verses)  
The key verse is found in....

Ec 1:2,.... “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher; “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” 
14...I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the wind.

   b. Yet in the same breath he mentions such words as joy (3), enjoy (3), enjoyment (2), rejoice (4), joyfully (1)

Sounds so negative but don't go there yet hear him out.....because...

[In fact, this book provides counsel on how to get the most out of

life...to find joy in a life that is actually filled with much vanity! 
Ec 2:22-24)... 22 What has a man from call the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 23 For dall his days are full of sorrow, and his ework is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity. 24 fThere is nothing better for a person than that he should geat and drink and find njoyment3 in his toil. This also, I saw, is hfrom the hand of God. 
Today I want us all to relax, enjoy the message and just let God speak to us through his servant.....amen???
To find such joy in life, one must first face the reality of...]

I. THE VANITY OF LIFE
   A. THE PREACHER'S EXPERIENCE...
      a. The vanity of pleasure - 
Ec 2:1... here the preacher speaks about ...The Futility of Pleasure ....I said to myself, “Come on, let’s try pleasure Let’s look for the ‘good things’ in life.” But I found that this, too, was meaningless. 

Beloved the world has so much to offer when it comes to the "good things in Life"  in society today everyone wants to come to America because of the "American Dream" of one day attaining what otherwise was once elusive! 
Listen, I have been in America since a little boy almost 67  years and the only real dream I've found is salvation in Jesus Christ!  Everthing else is really a life full of Vanities!!!

But  listen ,don't be fooled beloved, life can trip u up with all it's pleasures...one day u will ask lot's wife....!!!! She looked back and saw fire burning up all the casinos and everything that was pleasurable to man.....but it was the last she saw!
      b. The vanity of industry (labor) -
 Ec 2:11, 11 But as I looked at everything I had worked so hard to accomplish, it was all so meaningless—like chasing the wind. There was nothing really worthwhile anywhere.
Ec 2:22-23; 22 So what do people get in this life for all their hard work and anxiety? 23 Their days of labor are filled with pain and grief; even at night their minds cannot rest. It is all meaningless.
4:4.. 4 Then I observed that most people are motivated to success because they envy their neighbors. But this, too, is meaningless—like chasing the wind.
Every one want to be like the JONESES!!!!
      c. The vanity of human wisdom - 
Ec 2:1515 Both will die. So I said to myself, “Since I will end up the same as the fool, what’s the value of all my wisdom? This is all so meaningless!” Vanities of Vanities says the preacher!!!
Beloved God wants us to have the mind of Christ !!  Spiritual Wisdom is far Greater than Carnal Wisdom!!!

      d. The vanity of all life - 
Ec 2:17... 17 So I came to hate life because everything done here under the sun is so troubling. Everything is meaningless—like chasing the wind.
Then everything comes down to this says the preacher.........

      e. The vanity of leaving an inheritance - 
Ec 2:18-21... The Futility of Hard Work 

18 I came to hate all my hard work here on earth, for I must leave to others everything I have earned. 19 And who can tell whether my successors will be wise or foolish? Yet they will control everything I have gained by my skill and hard work under the sun. How meaningless! 20 So I gave up in despair, questioning the value of all my hard work in this world. 21 Some people work wisely with knowledge and skill, then must leave the fruit of their efforts to someone who hasn’t worked for it. This, too, is meaningless, a great tragedy. 

So He continues in his efforts to comfort himself and has made some other observations concerning life!!!!
here are some of his observations.......

   B. THE PREACHER'S OBSERVATIONS...

      a. The vanity of earthly existence - 
Ec 3:19-21... For people and animals share the same fate—both breathe* and both must die. So people have no real advantage over the animals. How meaningless! 20 Both go to the same place—they came from dust and they return to dust. 21 For who can prove that the human spirit goes up and the spirit of animals goes down into the earth? 
     b. The vanity of acquiring riches over family -
Ec 4:7-8.... The Advantages of Companionship 

7 I observed yet another example of something meaningless under the sun. 8 This is the case of a man who is all alone, without a child or a brother, yet who works hard to gain as much wealth as he can. But then he asks himself, “Who am I working for? Why am I giving up so much pleasure now?” It is all so meaningless and depressing. 
The fact of the matter is you may not have a carnal brother or a carnal mother,Father or any family at all...but you do have a spiritual family that loves you perhaps greater than those of a carnal decent , and if you are working then help your spiritual family.
 c. The vanity of political popularity - 

Today we are looking at perhaps history in the making within the political ranks in America..16 candidates that want to become president on the publican side of things. each one has his own crowd of followers. 
Ec 4:16.... Endless crowds stand around him,* but then another generation grows up and rejects him, too. So it is all meaningless—like chasing the wind.
 d. The vanity of many dreams and many words -
Proverbs says ...a fool is known by his many words...be slow to speak, quick to listen and slow to wrath!!  The bottom line here is to fear God.  listen to this scripture.....`
 
Ec 5:7.... Talk is cheap, like daydreams and other useless activities. Fear God instead.
      e. The vanity of loving abundance - 
LISTEN TO HOW THE PREACHER PUTS IT.....

Ec 5:10....  Those who love money will never have enough. KNOW WHY...BECAUSE THE MORE YOU HAVE THE MORE YOU WANT!!! How meaningless to think that wealth brings true happiness!
TRUE HAPPINESS COMES BY KNOWING  JESUS AS LORD AND SAVIOUR!!!
      f. The vanity of wealth without the gift of God to enjoy it - 
     AND THIS TOO IS VANITY OF VANITIES!!!

    g. The vanity of a mind wandering after a desire - 
Ec 6:9.... 9 Enjoy what you have rather than desiring what you don’t have. Just dreaming about nice things is meaningless—like chasing the wind.
Ecc 6:2... 2 God has given to some men very great wealth and honor so that they can have everything they want, but he doesn’t give them the health to enjoy it, and they die and others get it all! This is absurd, a hollow mockery, and a serious fault.
      h. The vanity of foolish laughter - 
Ec 7:6... A fool’s laughter is quickly gone, like thorns crackling in a fire. 

This also is meaningless. 

i. The vanity of injustice in this life - 
Ec 8:14... 14 And this is not all that is meaningless in our world. In this life, good people are often treated as though they were wicked, and wicked people are often treated as though they were good. This is so meaningless!
      j. The vanity of the days of darkness - 
Ec 11:8...  When people live to be very old, let them rejoice in every day of life. But let them also remember there will be many dark days. Everything still to come is meaningless.
      k. The vanity of childhood and youth - 
Ec 11:10..... So refuse to worry, and keep your body healthy. But remember that youth, with a whole life before you, is meaningless.
C. THE PREACHER'S CONCLUSION...
      1. As stated in the Prologue - 
Ec 1:2... “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher; “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” 

.SO THEN.....
      2. Prior to describing his search for meaning - 
Ec 1:14... 14 I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the wind. 

IN SPITE OF ALL THE CONFUSSION OF THE VANITY OF LIFE ...TODAY....
[Many people have come to the same conclusion and fallen into despair

and despondency.  Yet the Preacher would have us learn and know how to

find true joy in life...] WANT TO KNOW HOW TO REALLY ENJOY LIFE TO IT'S FULLEST.....HERE'S THE PREACHERS FINAL ANALYSIS BY HIS OWN EXPERIENCE....
II. THE JOY IN LIFE
   A. THE PREACHER'S EXPERIENCE...
      1. His heart rejoiced in labor -
Ec 2:10... Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure, For my heart rejoiced in all my labor; And this was my reward from all my labor. 

      2. The reward of his labor was the joy in doing it - 
Ec 2:10
   B. SO THE PREACHER MAKES THESE FINAL OBSERVATIONS...

HERE'S WHAT HE SAYS....

      1. Nothing is better than to enjoy simple things and what you do

Ec 2:24... 24 Nothing is better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and that his soul should enjoy good in his labor. This also, I saw, was from the hand of God.
      2. The ability to enjoy what you have and what you do comes from

         God -
Ec 2:24-25... So I decided there is nothing better than to enjoy food and drink and to find satisfaction in work. Then I realized that these pleasures are from the hand of God. 25 For who can eat or enjoy anything apart from him?* 
      3. God gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy to the man good in His

         sight - 
Ec 2:26... 26 God gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy to those who please him. But if a sinner becomes wealthy, God takes the wealth away and gives it to those who please him. This, too, is meaningless—like chasing the wind.
      4. The wicked may acquire many things, but it will eventually be

         given to the good -
Ec 2:26... 26 God gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy to those who please him. But if a sinner becomes wealthy, God takes the wealth away and gives it to those who please him. This, too, is meaningless—like chasing the wind.
      5. Man should rejoice and do good - 
Ec 3:12.... 12 I know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice, and to do good in their lives,
6. Every man should enjoy the good in their labor, which is a gift from God - one's work is his heritage, not what may happen after he is gone -
 Ec 3:22....  So I saw that there is nothing better for people than to be happy in their work. That is our lot in life. And no one can bring us back to see what happens after we die.
      8. Again, this is one's heritage, and it is a gift from God - Ecc

         5:18-20

      9. So in the day of prosperity rejoice, and in the day of

         adversity contemplate -
 Ec 7:14.... Enjoy prosperity while you can, but when hard times strike, realizE that both come from God.  Remember that nothing is certain in this life. 

     10. Thus he commends enjoyment of the fruit of one's labor - Ecc

         8:15
   C. THE PREACHER'S CONCLUSION...

      1. Eat and drink with a merry heart - Ec 9:7
      2. Express your joy in how you live - Ec 9:8
      3. Live joyfully with your partner whom you love - Ec 9:9
      4. Enjoy your youth, yet remember you will be accountable - Ecc

         11:9
      5. Therefore remove sorrow and put away evil, for youth is

         short-lived - Ec 11:10
      6. Remember your Creator in the days of your youth - Ec 12:1
      7. Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is your reason for living - Ec 12:13
MY FINAL CONCLUSION ON THE PREACHER'S THOUGHTS....
1. Life "under the sun" is vanity...

   a. Without God, there is no meaning in life....
   b. Without God, you will not be able to truly enjoy your time on

      earth

2. Life "under the sun" can be filled with joyful experiences and joyful memories...

   a. With God to guide us in keeping our priorities in life straight

   b. With God to bless us with the wisdom and ability to enjoy what

      good there is in life

FINALLY.....

To find joy in the vanity of life, remember your Creator, fear God, and

keep His commandments.  Today, that especially means to pay heed to His

Son and our Savior... - 

MY CLOSING SCRIPTURE.... 
He 1:1-4... aGod, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath bin these last days cspoken unto us by dhis Son, whom he hath eappointed fheir of all things, gby whom also he made hthe worlds; 3 Who being ithe brightness jof his glory, and kthe express image of his person, and lupholding all things by the word of his power, mwhen he had by himself purged our sins, nsat down oon the right hand of the Majesty on high; 4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained pa more excellent name than they.
