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TITLE: Standing at the Crossroads

TEXT: 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Jere. 6:6-16; 2 Chron. 7:13-15

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about standing at the crossroads.

 1962-1963 was the beginning of a new era in American history. It was then that the Supreme Court decided to ignore all historical precedence and redefined the First Amendment to our Constitution.

To do so they used part of the text of a letter that Thomas Jefferson had written when he was president of the United States.

 Jefferson received a letter from the Danbury Baptist Association, 

The Danbury Baptists were a religious minority in Connecticut, and they complained that in their state, the religious liberties they enjoyed were not seen as immutable rights, but as privileges granted by the legislature - as "favors granted." Jefferson's reply did not address their concerns about problems with state establishment of religion - only of establishment on the national or federal level.

The part of Jefferson’s reply that dealt with their concern of the Federal Government ever establishing a state religion was this:

Jefferson wrote them…

“Believing with you that religion is a matter which lies solely between man & his god, that he owes account to none other for his faith or his worship, that the legitimate powers of government reach actions only, and not opinions, I contemplate with sovereign reverence that act of the whole American people which declared that their legislature should make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, thus building a wall of separation between church and state.

Jefferson simply reassured the Danbury Baptist that the “State” federal Government could not interfere with the free exercise of religion.
The 1962 Supreme court lifted one phrase out of that letter, (thus building a wall of separation between church and state), taking it totally out of Jefferson’s context .

Prior to 1963 the word Church, as it applied to the Jefferson letter and how it was applied to the first amendment was always defined to mean a “federally established denomination”. In 1963 these Supreme Court justices said that the word Church would now mean “any religious activity in public”.

 So with their ruling prayer and the bible were taken out of our classrooms and there was an assault upon the Ten Commandments being displayed on any federally funded public place.

And they have a lot of people believing that is what the first amendment says.

 The problem is that a whole lot of people believe this garbage.

 Do you realize that that phrase “separation of Church and State” appears nowhere in our constitution or Bill of rights? It is not there now nor has it ever been there.
The First Amendment is still the same today as it was when it was written:

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Where do you get separation of Church and state as it is defined today in this?

 You don’t!  It is not there nor has it ever been there!

An activist Supreme Court decided that it should be so they redefined it to fit their personal ideology.
And since that time America has undergone marked and dramatic statically reversals.

 Since 1962-1963 we have become the world’s leader in the most undesirable categories.

Since removing God from our classrooms and public places we have become # 1 in the world in violent crime.
 #1 in the world in divorce.  #1 in the western world in teen pregnancy.  #1 in the western world in sexually transmitted diseases.  #1 in the world in voluntary abortions.  #1 in the world in illegal drug use.  # 1 in the western world in illiteracy.
Back in 1993 the White House did a study and found that 700,000 students graduated from high school that after 12 years of schooling were unable to read their own diplomas!

All of this I believe can be attributed to removing God from our classrooms. All of these things started on a downward spiral after 1962-63. Before then all of these moral indicators were fairly consistent and a lot lower.

I believe that it was Abraham Lincoln that said that the philosophy of the classroom in one generation will be the philosophy of government in the next generation.

We took God out of the classrooms in the 60’s and now those kids have grown up and are our politicians and lawyers and judges of today.
Godless classrooms=Godless government.
Scripture is for our instruction and training up in the Lord.

2 Timothy 3:16 -17 (NIV) 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness!

So let’s go to some Scripture this morning that tells of a nation long ago that was in much the same place that we are in as a nation today.
Jeremiah 6:6 - 16 (NIV) 6This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Cut down the trees     and build siege ramps against Jerusalem. This city must be punished it is filled with oppression. 7  As a well pours out its water,  so she pours out her wickedness. Violence and destruction resound in her; her sickness and wounds are ever before me. 8 Take warning, O Jerusalem, or I will turn away from you and make your land desolate so no one can live in it.” 9This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Let them glean the remnant of Israel  as thoroughly as a vine;     pass your hand over the branches again, like one gathering grapes.” 10 To whom can I speak and give warning?  Who will listen to me?     Their ears are closed  so they cannot hear.     The word of the LORD is offensive to them;     they find no pleasure in it. 11 But I am full of the wrath of the LORD, and I cannot hold it in.     “Pour it out on the children in the street  and on the young men gathered together; both husband and wife will be caught in it, and the old, those weighed down with years. 12 Their houses will be turned over to others, together with their fields and their wives, when I stretch out my hand  against those who live in the land,” declares the LORD. 13 “From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain;  prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit. 14 They dress the wound of my people  as though it were not serious. ‘Peace, peace,’ they say,     when there is no peace. 15  Are they ashamed of their loathsome conduct?  No, they have no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush.  
   So they will fall among the fallen; they will be brought down when I punish them,” says the LORD. 

This is speaking of Israel in the day of Jeremiah.

Just listen to the condition of their nation:

This city must be punished;  it is filled with oppression. 7  Violence and destruction resound in her; her sickness and wounds are ever before me. 8     Their ears are closed  so they cannot hear. The word of the LORD is offensive to them; they find no pleasure in it. 13 “From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit. 14They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. ‘Peace, peace,’ they say,  when there is no peace. 15 Are they ashamed of their loathsome conduct?  No, they have no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush.      

This speaks of a once godly society that has methodically turned from God and has fallen in a spiral of apathy and neglect to the point that God has no choice but to send judgment upon them.
15    Are they ashamed of their loathsome conduct?     No, they have no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush.      

 I think that many if not most within our own land today have forgotten how to blush.  Things that may have turned our faces bright red with embarrassment now seem so commonplace that they don’t seem to affect us at all.
I, as many here today, grew up in the mini age. When I was around 16 years old in the mid 60”s working as a bagger for Dahl’s grocery store on Ingersoll Ave in Des Moines is when the mini skirt became popular. Not necessarily a good thing for a 16 year old male.
  Back when that first started I can remember blushing a lot.  As time went along I stopped blushing.
The first time I saw two guys come into the store holding hands and one had a lot of makeup on I imagine I blushed…
It was the age of enlightenment. A year later it seemed so common place that you stopped blushing..
It was when Israel had lost the ability to blush that God had no choice but to send judgment upon their land.

But in His great love God calls out to them to give them one last chance to repent and turn back to him and some advice on how to do that…

16This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.   

I think that this is God’s word and plea to us as Americans today.

16This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and look;  ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.   

Stand at the crossroads and look! 

 A crossroad is a place where two roads intersect.

Picture where Hwy 92 and Hwy 169 cross each other on the north edge of Winterset.

The cross roads that God is asking us to stand at is the crossroad of the path to God that we once where walking on and where it intersects with the path away from God that we may be walking on today.

 It is speaking about thinking back to that time when we were at peace with God and walking in obedience to Him. To reflect back to that time when we were right with God and in love with Him and would do anything that we could to please Him.

And then try to envision when that all started to change, when we started down another path, the path of apathy and neglect.

 And once we get to that place in our minds of where those two path’s intersect we are to stand and look..
“Stand at the crossroads and look!

The Hebrew word for look here is:

raw-aw'
A primitive root; to see, literally or figuratively—advise self, behold, consider, discern, look on, perceive, 
To stand at those crossroads in our mind and conceder and discern….
Specifically to: ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is!
Ancient paths speak of the path of God that all the men and women and children of faith have walked throughout the ages.

 The path that Abraham walked upon. The path that Isaac, Jacob, King David, the Apostle Paul and the 12 Disciples of Jesus trod.

The path of love, devotion, obedience and wholehearted commitment to God.
We need to reflect back to the time when we had the joy and peace of God in our life and were truly walking with Him and then make the choice to walk on that same path again. Ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it!
Walk in it and you will find rest for your souls.   

This is another of those conditional promises of Scripture.

The promise is: you will find rest for your souls!

The condition is that we Ask for the ancient paths,     ask where the good way is, and walk in it!

Get back on the right path! Get back on the path that leads to God that we once were walking  upon..
God is addressing a nation here in Jere. 6. But how does a nation do this? A nation doesn’t! It must be done by the people that comprise that nation.
In other words it has to start first within our own lives and hearts and work outward from there.
I think that a parallel verse of Scripture that speaks of the way back to walking on the right path is:


2 Chronicles 7:13 - 15 (NIV) 13“When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people,  14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  15Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place

God is speaking to a nation here but He is speaking to the nation through the individual people that comprise the nation.
 14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

As Christians it is you and I who are Gods people!

So it is you and I who need to: humble ourselves and we need to pray and seek His face and turn from our wicked ways!

That is the condition that needs to be met in order to receive the promise: then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land!

I really believe that it is, you and I, the Church, that will ultimately determine which direction that this nation will take.
By what path that we ultimately choose to walk upon..

 Gods challenge to the nation of Israel was to:

Stand at the crossroads and look;  ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.   

 Sadly we know what choice the people of Israel made.
  But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’

It always comes back to individual choice doesn’t it?

The reality of the situation is that I cannot change the direction that this nation takes-- nor can you.

But we can change the direction that we take individually.
And that is how a nation is changed.  As the people that comprise that nation start to change so does the nation.
We determine whether that change be for the better or for the worse. It all comes back to what path we choose to walk upon.
Gods call to national revival always starts with a call to His people

14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

 As I said last week---America’s dead and dying hand is on the threshold of the Church…
We have the answer to all of our nation’s problems..
We have the answer of Jesus!

But before we can ever make Him a force for change within the life of our nation we have to make sure that we are allowing Him to be a force for change within our own life.
It is you and I that need to first  Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it!

It is you and I that need to: humble ourselves and pray and seek His face and turn from our wicked ways!

Then and only then will we truly find rest for our souls…
 Then and only then will we be the needed light to bring our nation back on a path toward God..
 Only then will God truly be able to heal our land.
Whatever our need today, whether it be national revival or personal revival Jesus is the only answer! 

Do you find yourself in need of rest for a weary soul this morning?

Then turn to Jesus! Stand at the crossroad and look! Ask for the ancient path—ask where the good way is and then walk in it.
The promise is we will find rest for our soul and we will start to bring healing to the nation in which we live..
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