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TITLE: RESTORING SHALOM

TEXT: Nu. 5:5-7; Ps. 85:10; Mt. 5:23-24; Jn. 3:16-17;

Ephe. 2:14-22; Jn. 14:27; Col. 1:15-20; Jn. 20:21; 

Col. 3:15; Ephe. 4:3; 2 Co. 5:17-21; Mt. 5:9; Heb. 12:14

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the importance of the biblical principle of restoring Shalom.

Charles Colsen tells the story of a 19 year old man who stood nervously in a Houston Courtroom waiting to hear his sentence. He had been found guilty of stealing his grandmother’s car and wrecking it.

 The sentence turned out to be simple but really quite appropriate. The State District Judge, judge Ted Poe took the keys to the young mans car, a purple Trans Am—and handed them over to the defendant’s grandmother. Until the grandmothers own car could be repaired, she would have complete use of her grandson’s car!

 Outraged, the defendant turned to his Lawyer and asked, Can he do that?  The Lawyers reply was, Yes, Judge Poe can do that!

 This is not the first time that this particular Judge used what may be called creative, if not poetic justice.

  Once, instead of sending a wife beater to prison, he sent the man to the steps of City call, where he was required to confess his crime and apologize to his wife –all in front of TV cameras!

 In another case Judge Poe ordered a shoplifter to spend 7 days standing in front of a K-Mart wearing a sandwich board that read, “I stole from this store.”

 In a case involving a drunk driver who struck and killed two people, the Judge sent the offender to prison for 20 years and ordered that photos of the victims be hung in the mans cell.

 Some critics have complained about Judge Poe’s creative sentences, calling them cruel and unconstitutional. But Judge Poe says that his ideas come straight from the Bible! 

Such as in: 

Numbers 5:5 - 7 (NIV) 5The LORD said to Moses,  6“Say to the Israelites: ‘When a man or woman wrongs another in any wayand so is unfaithful to the LORD, that person is guilty  7and must confess the sin he has committed. He must make full restitution for his wrong, add one fifth to it and give it all to the person he has wronged. 

‘When a man or woman wrongs another in any way he must confess the sin and make full restitution for his wrong!
  This is an excellent example of how judges can put biblical ideals of justice into practice in their decisions and sentencing!

Did you know that victim restoration is a biblical principle? That both Christian and Jewish law teaches that if you do a crime, you get right with the victim of that crime? 

This principle that Judge Poe is working from, the Biblical principle of victim restoration, comes from the Biblical concept of Shalom!

You may be thinking, well I thought that Shalom meant peace…it does!

 It is normally translated as peace but Shalom also means a whole lot more!


shaw-lome'
safe, that is, (figuratively) well, happy, friendly; also (abstractly) welfare, that is, health, prosperity, peace:— favour, + (good) health, be at peace , rest, safe (-ly), welfare, be well, be whole.

Shalom speaks of the existence of right relationships, harmony and wholeness!

 When offenders commit crimes, they are not only breaking a law, but they are also violating the shalom, the peace, the wholeness of the community.

So biblically, the restoring of Shalom requires confession, restitution and reconciliation!

And this concept of restoring Shalom applies to more then just criminal offenders and criminal offences!

  Christ teachings to us with regards to this are clear. We are to all seek right relationships with one another, being willing to confess our sins to each other and ask for forgiveness and make restoration when it is called for.

Especially as Christians we have been called to make reconciliation and restore shalom with others our constant goal.

One thing that struck me in Numbers 5:5-7 that I hadn’t really thought of before or seen it in this light is that when Scripture says: 


‘When a man or woman wrongs another in any way and so is unfaithful to the LORD, that person is guilty!

In other words, when ever we do something that threatens the Shalom, the peace and wholeness of the community as a Christian it is an act of unfaithfulness to the Lord Himself and we become guilty before Him!

  It is possibly what David meant or was alluding to in:

Psalms 85:10 (NIV) 10    Love and faithfulness meet together;     righteousness and peace kiss each other.

Restoring Shalom is an act of love and at the same time it is an act of faithfulness to God!

 When our love meets together with our faithfulness then righteousness and peace kiss each other!

 Or when we restore peace with those we may have offended or who have offended us then we act righteously and peace is restored!

This is what I believe Jesus was teaching us in the Sermon on the Mount when He says this in:

Matthew 5:23 - 24 (NIV) 23“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you,  24leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.

 What was Jesus talking about here? He was talking about the importance of restoring Shalom! Restoring peace! Restoring wholeness within our relationships within the community!

In fact, isn’t this really the central message and theme of the gospel itself? Restoring Shalom!

Restoring peace and wholeness between us and God!

 Let’s go to what many feel like is the central theme of the Gospel. A verse that we are all familiar with and have probably committed to memory…


John 3:16 - 17 (NKJV) 16For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  17For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

Why is it that Jesus came to live among us and then willingly offered up His life as the atoning sacrifice for our sins? Why is it that Jesus gave His life on the cross? Why is it that Jesus suffered the most horrible of deaths. Death by crucifixion?

Wasn’t it to restore Shalom! Bring peace to the community of man! Provide the way for men to be restored into fellowship and right relationship with there Creator!

This is exactly why Scripture says that Jesus Came!


Ephesians 2:14 - 22 (NIV) 14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,  15by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. 

His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace,  16and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.  17He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.  18For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household,  20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  21In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  22And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

What is this talking about?

It is talking about Jesus coming to restore Shalom, restore peace between us and God!

14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility--- between us and God!
 His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace..

 17He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.  18For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

And so---19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household!  

Jesus Himself declared His ministry of peace to us in:


John 14:27 (NIV) 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

The Apostle Paul talks about Christ ministry of restoring Shalom, restoring peace in:


Colossians 1:15 - 20 (NIV) 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  16For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.  17He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.  19For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,  20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
Did you catch that?

19For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,  20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

By His reconciling work on the cross, by making peace through the shedding of His own blood, Jesus restored shalom, He restored peace between man and God!

And then Jesus passed this same calling and commission to restore shalom on to us as His followers!

John 20:21 (NIV) 21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you
Why did the Father send Jesus?

To restore Shalom! To restore Peace!
Jesus said: As the Father has sent me, I am sending you!

As Christians we have been sent by Jesus to restore Shalom within our world!  

In fact, it is this shalom, this peace that is to rule our hearts!

Colossians 3:15 (NIV) 15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 

So how does one let the peace of Christ rule in ones heart?

A key word here is “LET”.

15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts!

The peace of Christ has to be allowed to rule in our hearts!

 This is an action on our part!
We allow the peace of Christ to rule in our hearts through the act of complete surrender of our life to Christ!

The Greek word for rule used here is:

brab-yoo'-o
to arbitrate, that is, to govern , prevail):—rule.

An arbitrator is one that settles disputes!

I ran across an example of this in a story I heard about a pastor who had a couple of men in his church that didn’t get along…

Smith and Jones were "on the outs" over a very trivial matter. This deeply concerned Pastor Brown, so he prayed that he might be a peacemaker. He called on Smith and asked, "What do you think of Jones?" "He's the meanest crank in the neighborhood!" "But," said Brown, "you have to admit that he's very kind to his family." "Oh, sure, he's kind to his family all right; no one can deny that." The next day Pastor Brown went to Jones and inquired, "Do you know what Smith said about you?" "No, but I can imagine how that scamp would lie about me!" "This may surprise you, but he said you're very kind to your family." "What! Did Smith say that?" "Yes, he did." "Well, if you hadn't told me, I wouldn't believe it." 

"What do you think of Smith?" asked Pastor Brown. "Truthfully, I believe he's a lowdown scalawag." "But you have to admit that he's very honest in business." "Yes, there's no getting around that; in business he's a man you can trust."

 The next day Pastor Brown called on Smith again. "You know what Jones said about you? He claims you're a fellow that really can be trusted in business, and that you're very honest." "You mean it?" "Yes, I do," said Brown. "Well of all things," replied Smith with a happy smile. 

The next Sunday the former "enemies" nodded to each other. 

Pastor Brown continued his "meddling" until the next annual business meeting of the church when Smith and Jones shook hands and actually voted on the same side of an issue!

   Possible moral of the story--- God loves "a holy meddler!"

But what an example of our calling to be restorers of Shalom and allowing the peace of Christ to rule in our hearts!

Allowing the peace of Christ to rule within our hearts so that we can be an arbitrator to bring about His peace and reconciliation to our world!

 The Apostle Paul says this in:

  Ephesians 4:3 (NIV) 3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

We have been called by God to Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

The word used for bond here is:

soon'-des-mos
 a joint tie, that is, ligament, uniting principle,  bond.
We are to make every effort to keep the unity of the spirit through the bond, the ligament, the uniting principle of peace!


2 Corinthians 5:17 - 21 (NIV) 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  

As Christians we have been called to be ambassadors of Christ’s, as though God were making his appeal through us.

An ambassador is not someone who represents himself but one who represents the one that sent him!

If we are truly going to be an ambassador of Christ to our world then it will necessitate are being a restorer of Shalom because that is what Jesus was!

This morning are you  Making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace?

Jesus said:


Matthew 5:9 (NIV) 9    Blessed are the peacemakers,     for they will be called sons of God.

 Are you striving to be a peacemaker restoring Shalom in your part of the world?

 Are you restoring Shalom within your home!

Within Your workplace and marketplace!

With your next door neighbor!

Are you striving to restore shalom, bring to a place of peace with those who don’t know Christ that God may bring across your path? Sharing the gospel message of peace and restoration with those who may be alienated from God where a wall of hostility still stands?

This is our calling as a Christian!

Jesus said:  27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.

Jesus left us with His peace so that we would pass His peace on to others and restore Shalom to our part of the world!

Are we being faithful to that calling?
Hebrews 12:14 (NIV) 14Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 


