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TITLE: "WHOSOEVER"

TEXT: Jn 3:16-17; Ro. 10:13; Jn. 11:26; Lk. 9:23;

1 Pet. 4:1-2; Rev. 22:17

INTRODUCTION: This morning I am going to be using the KJV text. Mainly because I want to highlight a word that the KJV translation of the bible uses that I think is really a pretty neat word!

 The word is whosoever! Whosoever! I love it! It is actually three words in one! Who, so and ever! The King James translation runs the three word together to make one word! Whosoever!

  This specific word , whosoever, is  used 163 times in scripture!

Of the 163 times that this specific word is used  Jesus uses it  66  of those times or 41%  of the times that the word whosoever is used in the bible it is Jesus Himself that uses it!

 What does this tell us? 
For one thing, Jesus evedently  thought that this was a pretty neat word also!

 It is a word that Jesus uses in what is probably the most popular, most quoted verse in new Testament Scripture!

John 3:16 (KJS) For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

  This verse contains the most wonderful of all the promises of God in the entirety of Scripture!

 The promise of eternal life in Christ!

 The word "whosoever" tells us who this promise of Eternal life in Christ is for!

That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

 So who is God making this offer of eternal life in Christ to?

  When Jesus uses the word whosoever who is He actually talking to?

Whosoever comes from the Greek:
3956 pas {pas}

1) individually

1a) each, every, any, all, the whole, everyone, all things,everything

2) collectively

2a) some of all types

 The secondary definition is: each, every, all!

 What I want to focus on this morning though is the  primary definition of whosoever! The primary definition of whosoever is: Individually

  What does this tell us about Jesus's use of the word, whosoever, in John 3:16?

 Simply this, Jesus invitation and promise of eternal life in Him is an individual invitation to each of us!

 Or  the way that we could read and understand this verse of Scripture is:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, so that if (Terry) believes in him he will not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Or Pam, or Bonnie, or Bob ect.

  The word whosoever is a word that speaks to us personally and individually!
 The same is true whenever we see the word whosoever used in Scripture...
 Roma 10:13 (KJS) For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

 This is to be taken as an individual invitation!

As (Eric) calls upon the name of the Lord he will be saved!

John 11:26 (KJS) And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 

 When Jesus uses the word whosoever He is speaking to us individually!

 Another way to read this then would be:

 If Terry lives and believes in Me or believes in Me while he yet lives he shall never die!

   So what is the practical implication of all this?

 Simply this...
If you or I where the only person to have ever been born, If you or I where the only person on planet earth!  God still would have sent His only begotten Son to die for your or my sins! Jesus would have come and gave His life to save you!

 In fact that is just what He did! Or that is the way that we need to understand it if it is going to have the impact on us that it should have!

 Jesus came and gave His life, not just for the abstract world in which we live, or just for the Church as a whole, or any other grouping of people, but Jesus came and gave His life for me!

 If I was the only person on earth to ever have lived, Jesus would still have came and died in my place, died for my sin!

 He not merely loves the world that much but He loves me personally, individually that much! 

 As He does you!

  So what does all this mean to us as an individual Christian?

 What is it, in essence, that we have been called to as Christians? Those who have received this amazing grace in our life, the amazing grace of salvation through Christ Jesus?

Luke 9:23 (NIV) Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 

  What does it mean to take up our cross and follow Christ?

 It means we are to walk as Jesus walked, talk as Jesus talked, live as Jesus lived and love as Jesus loved!

 We are to be like Christ! 

 That is what the word Christian literally means-- a Christ like one!

1Pet 4:1 (NKJV) Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 
2 that he no longer should live the rest of [his] time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 

Catch that?

Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind!

 We are to arm ourselves with the same mind as Christ!

 When we receive Christ into our life exactly what is it that happens?
 The Holy Spirit of Christ comes to live within us, He dwells with our hearts!

 In doing so Christ gives us His mind, if you will!

 Once we receive the Holy Spirit into our life we have the ability to literally arm ourselves with the mind of Christ!

 We have the ability to actually become like Christ!

   The mind of Jesus was to sacrifice and give of Himself for us individually!

 That is the same mind or mindset that we are to have as a Christian in the world in which we live!

 To sacrificially give of ourselves to others on an individual basis!

  Some have sacrificially given of themselves, even given their lives, for their country...

 Some have sacrificially given of themselves, even given their lives, for their city...

 Some have sacrificially given of themselves, even given their lives, for family and loved ones...

 But how many will sacrificially give of themselves, be willing to give their all, even their very life for someone they may not even know?  

  Jesus did! And that is what we have been called to also!

 To sacrificially give of ourselves !
   Serving Christ in a small Church, at whatever capacity you may have been called to serve,   can be difficult at times..
  Where the sacrifices that you make may only impact a few lives! Maybe only one other life!
Example: I have known Pastors who serve in Church’s where there may only be  5 or 6 people in attendance on any given Sunday. Sometimes maybe only one will show up! There may even be times when no one comes! Yet the sacrifice that they make for those one or two or six people is really pretty amazing...  Some will prepare Sunday morning and Sunday evening services along with mid a week bible study every week whether anyone shows up or not!

   There may be times that no one will show up for any given service yet they still sacrificially give of there time to prepare for these services regardless of how many respond to the sacrifices that they make!
 Some have done so for years with no great apparent rewards for their faithfulness.

 How can they do it? How have they done it week after week year after year?

  They have armed themselves with the mind of Christ!

  They are willing to sacrificially give of themselves even if it is for only one!

  Probably the most difficult area of service within the Church body is the Sunday School teacher...

 Sunday School teachers will sometimes find that it is hard to prepare week after week when there may only be one person in their class and never knowing if that one person will be there or not...

  It often takes sacrifice of time and effort to prepare a lesson and it can be discouraging when the numbers are small or at times non-existent!
 Whenever we are tempted to feel that way we need to remember that Jesus would still have made the sacrifice that He made, suffered crucifixion on a cross, even if it was for only one other person! And that one person was you or me!

  And this same principle extends to our life outside of the Church walls as well! In our homes and in our workplaces and in the marketplace!

  In our efforts for serving the Lord as a Christian we need to understand that we may be the only bible that some people will ever read! 

 That the only contact some people will ever have with the Gospel of Jesus Christ is what they see of Him revealed in us! Revealed in the lives that we live in front of them--- at home, at work or wherever else we may be at any given time! 

  Not everyone who Jesus encountered responded in a positive way to Him!

 Jesus, the incarnate God of Creation, sacrificed the Glory and Splendor of His heavenly domain to come down to earth to live, not as a king or world ruler, but to live as a common man and take the role of a servant to His creation!

  How does the majority of mankind respond to the sacrifice that Christ made?

 We see it illustrated in the last three years of His life on earth ending on a hill outside Jerusalem called Golgotha!

  He was  ridiculed , persecuted, perjured, spit upon,  struck with angry fist, nailed to a cross and left to die a torturous and gruesome death!

How did Jesus respond when it was only the relative few that seemed to appreciate the sacrifice that He was making?

  Scripture tells us that as he hung on that cross and just before He died He tilted His head toward heaven and simply said:

 Father, Forgive them for they do not know what they do!

Even from the perspective of the cross Jesus concern was for those who placed Him there! Those of us for whom He was making the ultimate sacrifice of all, the total and complete sacrifice of Himself!

  And even if you or I where the only one living, the only one standing before the cross that day He would still have made that sacrifice!

 His last words still would have been Father forgive Terry or Father forgive Jane, or Father forgive Pam.....

  Folks this is what each of us have been called to as a Christian, as a follower of Christ!
 To sacrificially and selflessly give of ourselves even if it may be for only one!

   I want to stop a moment and play a powerful song by Ray Boltz titled; For Only One

   In closing I want you to do something this morning...

 Close your eyes and picture the cross....picture Jesus nailed to it and as He is hanging there picture Him looking down from the cross into the crowd and then picture yourself in that crowd standing before the cross and then as you look around you, you find that you are the only one there!

 The crowd consists of only you!

   Then hear the Lord say: whosoever!

 Whosoever will may come! Whosoever will call upon My name shall be saved! Whosoever believeth in Me shall not perish, but have everlasting life. 

 And when you hear that word, whosoever, realize, know that it is to you personally, you individually that Jesus is speaking!

Embrace His invitation of salvation and everlasting life  and then simply put on the mind of Christ, take up your cross daily and follow Him!

 Follow Him to where ever it is that He has to lead you!

 Follow Him, follow His example by living a life of service sacrifice and commitment---even if it may prove to be for only one!

    The last chapter of the last book in the Bible has these words....

 Reve 22:17 (KJS) And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

  Do you hear the Lord calling whosoever to you this morning?

