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TITLE: BLESSED 
 TEXT: Mt. 5:3; Gal. 2:20; Mt. 7:20-24

INTRODUCTION:  How many of you this morning consider yourself to be blessed?

 Today,  I want to talk about the beatitudes of Christ..   This morning, in particular, the first beatitude found in the Gospel of Matthew Chapter 5 verse 3.

  Jesus starts His Sermon on the Mount of Olives by saying…

  Matt 5:3 (NIV) "Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 Or, The kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are poor in spirit!

 Well, if it is the poor in spirit who are the ones who will inherit the kingdom of Heaven then it becomes important for us to know, to be able to identify who the poor in spirit that Jesus speaks about here are.
 But before we identify who the poor in spirit are, let’s look at the promise for those who are poor in spirit.
 The promise is twofold…
  The latter part of the promise is that the kingdom of heaven belongs to them. Jesus says that the kingdom of Heaven belongs to the poor in spirit.
  The first part of the promise is being blessed…
Jesus said: "Blessed are the poor in spirit. 

First off, What is a beatitude? What does it mean to be blessed?

Be·at·i·tude n. 1. Supreme blessedness or happiness. 2. Any of the declarations of blessedness made by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount.

 From Latin---Be·a·tif·ic adj. Showing or producing exalted joy or blessedness; She had a beatific smile.

Or a smile that showed or produced exalted joy or blessedness!

 The dictionary defines blessed as: 

3. Bringing happiness, pleasure, or contentment. 

 So when Jesus said; Blessed are the poor in spirit, He was saying happy, full of pleasure, content are the poor in Spirit. 
 Some expositors will translate this verse of Scripture as: Fully satisfied are the poor in spirit.
     So we find that the twofold promise of Jesus here for the poor in spirit is that they will be happy, content, fully satisfied and that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to them and they belong to the Kingdom of Heaven.
  Let me stop and ask you what can be a rather challenging question this morning?

Under this definition, do you consider yourself to be blessed?

    Are you happy, content, fully satisfied in and with your life?

     Think about that for a moment?  Can you, in all sincerity of heart, say that you are blessed? Blessed being happy as in being full of joy.. Blessed as being content and fully satisfied with and in life.
      If this does not describe our life in Christ, then are we the poor in spirit that Jesus was referring to, that He said the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to?  

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 If the kingdom of heaven is reserved for those who are poor in spirit then don’t you think that is important that we determine just what it means to be poor in spirit and then strive to become one who is poor in spirit so that we can receive the promises that God gives to those who are poor in spirit?

So what does it mean to be poor in spirit?
 The Greek word that Jesus used for spirit here is:

4151 pneuma {pnyoo'-mah}

Spirit -- Holy Spirit (of God) 

Human spirit (spirit of man)

Evil spirit 

 The usage, as with most Greek words, is determined by the context of the passage…

  When Jesus said "Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, It is obvious that He wasn’t referring to the Holy Spirit.
 Jesus would not desire that we be poor in the Holy Spirit, would He?
 Just the opposite is true. All throughout the New Testament we are admonished to be as full as we can be with the Holy Spirit.
 It is likewise obvious that Jesus wasn’t referring to evil spirits as no evil spirit will ever enter and inherit the kingdom of Heaven.
 The only other choice left is that Jesus was referring to the human spirit. The spirit of man, the spirit of self.
When Jesus said blessed are the poor in spirit He was saying blessed are those who have become poor in and of themselves.
 How many of you have ever read from any of the works of Oswald Chambers?

 Sometimes, I hate to read his stuff. Yet I love His classic devotional “My Utmost for His Highest”.
 Why do I read it even though  sometimes it makes me uncomfortable to do so, sometimes it may bring conviction to my heart?

 Because he speaks the UN-compromised truth of Gods Word!

 I don’t always like to hear what Mr. Chambers has to say because it often hurts. It sometimes makes me uncomfortable. It challenges me in places that I just as soon wouldn’t be challenged in..
  Yet this is what we so often need, To hear the UN-compromised truth of Gods Word, Even if it hurts us to hear it--- Especially if it hurts us to hear it.
 Because if it hurts then God has struck a needed cord in our life. If it hurts then God is trying to deal with a part of our life that needs dealt with if we are going to be a part of His glorious kingdom.
 I want you to listen to what Oswald Chambers has to say about this particular verse of Scripture….Mt. 5:3

  The New Testament notices things that do not seem worthy of notice by our standards. "Blessed are the poor in spirit . . . ." This literally means, "Blessed are the paupers." Paupers are remarkably commonplace! The preaching of today tends to point out a person's strength of will or the beauty of his character -- things that are easily noticed. The statement we so often hear, "Make a decision for Jesus Christ," places the emphasis on something our Lord never trusted. ( and that is our will, our human spirit) He never asks us to decide for Him, but to yield to Him -- something very different. At the foundation of Jesus Christ's kingdom is the genuine loveliness of those who are commonplace. I am truly blessed in my poverty. If I have no strength of will and a nature without worth or excellence, then Jesus says to me, "Blessed are you, because it is through your poverty that you can enter My kingdom." I cannot enter His kingdom by virtue of my goodness -- I can only enter it as an absolute pauper.

 God never asks us to decide for Him, but He asks us to yield to Him!

  The promises of God are realized in our life, not in our deciding for Him, but they are realized in our life by our yielding to Him.
 What is the difference?

 Many will make the mental decision to become a Christian but may never live the life of a Christian.
There are those who may call themselves Christian yet they don’t manifest a Christ-like life and character.
 In order to manifest a Christ-like life and character one must not merely decide for Christ but we must yield ourselves to Christ.
   There are professing Christians who feel that abortion, the taking of innocent life is OK in certain circumstances.   There are those who have decided for Christ who believe that alternate sexual lifestyles are OK between two consenting adults of the same sex. There are those who practice those lifestyles yet say they have decided for Christ.
 Yet, the character of a Christ-like life is not being manifest because they have never come to the place of yielding their life to Christ.
  Of coming to the place of yielding that the Apostle Paul came to when he said in…..

Gala 2:20 (NIV) I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

The crucifixion that Paul is talking about here is the crucifixion of self. He is talking about the yielding of his self-will to the will of God.
 The will of self will always interfere and hinder the will of God in and for our life. The will of self will always hinder the work that the Holy Spirit wants to do in our life.
 The will of self will always keep us from entering the state of blessedness that God has for us.
 And unless we crucify self, as Paul did, it will keep us from an inheritance in the kingdom of heaven.
 Who do you think it is that Jesus is speaking to in…

Matt 7:20 (NIV) Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 

21 "Not everyone who says to me, `Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
22 Many will say to me on that day, `Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 

23 Then I will tell them plainly, `I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 

 Jesus is speaking to those who may have decided for Jesus but who refuse to yield to Him.
 Those who make the claim of Christ but don’t strive to live the life of Christ.
   It is necessary for us to decide for Christ but then we must follow it up by living for Him! Follow it up by our yielding to Him!

  We don’t approve of killing our unborn simply because Gods Word says that it is wrong!

 We don’t participate or approve of sexual immorality simply because Gods Word says that it is sin!

 We don’t lie, steal, cheat or covet simply because Gods Word tells us not to!
  There are many ways that self and self-will can creep into our relationship with God and keep us from the blessedness that God has for us.
 Oswald Chamber goes on to say this…
“The true character of the loveliness that speaks for God is always unnoticed by the one possessing that quality. Being Conscious of our influence is prideful and unchristian. If I wonder if I am being of any use to God, I instantly lose the beauty and the freshness of the touch of the Lord. Jesus said: "He who believes in Me . . . out of his heart will flow rivers of living water" (John 7:38). And if I examine the outflow, I lose the touch of the Lord”
When I read this God really challenged me--- And I hope it challenges you also.
 As a Christian, How often do we get down on ourselves spiritually because we do not feel like we are influencing others for Christ like we should? 
  Like our influence on the lives of others is not making any real difference for God.
  And it possibly even depresses us at times, gets us to question our calling or our worth to God.
 We rate our experience with God, our spirituality, by the outflow of our efforts!
Chambers insightfully said:
Being Conscious of our influence is prideful and unchristian. If I wonder if I am being of any use to God, I instantly lose the beauty and the freshness of the touch of the Lord
 What it all comes back to is that dirty little 5-letter word!

 The thing that has been mans downfall ever sense the Garden of Eden!

  The same thing that caused the first rebellion in Heaven between Lucifer and Gods angelic hosts! 

PRIDE! FOCUS ON SELF! CONSUMPTION WITH SELF!

  Woe is me! My influence is not doing what it should!

 When our focus is upon our influence then we loose the beauty of the touch of the Lord!

  We don’t strive to perform-- that is an act of the will. We are called to simply yield! Yield our will to the will of the one who now resides within our hearts.
 We don’t live a sanctified life in Christ for the influence it may have on others, we live a sanctified life in Christ as an act of our yielding our life to God whether anyone ever notices or not.
  We yield our life to Christ simply because that is what He desires for us!

Chamber continues…

  “Who are the people who have influenced us most? Certainly not the ones who thought they did, but those who did not have even the slightest idea that they were influencing us. 

  In the Christian life, godly influence is never conscious of itself. If we are conscious of our influence, it ceases to have the genuine loveliness and effect which is characteristic of the touch of Jesus. 

  We always know when Jesus is at work because He produces in the commonplace something that is inspiring.”
 Think about it? What Christians have had the biggest influence, the biggest impact upon your life?

 Those who thought themselves to be an influence upon you, or people who probably had no conscious idea that they were being an influence, but those who simply lived their life yielded to Christ?

EXAMPLE: My Father in law, Pam”s Dad, Ed… he was a man who was poor in Spirit, Poor in self, But a man who was rich in God.
 He has influenced many for Christ when he was alive but he never saw himself as that influence. He simply lived out his life yielded to Christ.
 There was a new pastor just out of bible school who took on a small church. He remembers the first time he was called out on a hospital call. A man in his church was in a car accident and when he got the news he was off to the hospital. 
 He said they teach you many things in Bible College but nothing on what to expect the first time you walk into a Hospital emergancy room. As he navigated the halls and saw people laid out on stretchers, some bleeding pretty badly as they awaited treatment, he felt his stomach start to tie up in knots.
Then when he went into the intensive care unit and saw his parishioner lying their all covered with bandages, cables holding his limbs up and tubes coming out of his body, all that he wanted to do was run....The only thing that kept him from doing so was the mans wife was sitting beside her husband.

He said he just stood there dumbfounded and couldn’t think of a word to say to the man. He stood there with his head down praying for help from the Lord. 
The man then let out a pitiful groan and it was all he could take and he left.
The next day he was in anguish for his miserable performance the night before and was about to tell his wife that maybe he should just get quit and out of the ministry. But before he could speak his wife informed him that the man's wife had called to thank him for his visit. She told the pastor’s wife how they had gained composure through her husband’s sensitive mood and his silent prayer gave them the comfort they needed to make it through the night.  
 Folks, we all need to become poor in spirit if we want to claim the Kingdom of Heaven as ours!

To be poor in spirit is not to lack spiritual courage but to acknowledge spiritual bankruptcy. It confesses one's unworthiness before God and utter dependence on him.

 It is simply living a life that is yielded to God. Regardless of whether anyone notices or not. Regardless of whether it effects anyone else or not.
 And the fact of the matter is that when we live our life yielded to God for no other reason then our desire to please Him then we will become an influence for Him.
 We will make a difference for Him and His Kingdom in a mighty way.
  A life simply lived yielded to Christ will impact people and we may never know it this side of eternity. 

 But that’s OK! God knows and has the promise of His blessing upon our life, the promise of joy and contentment… Not just an outward joy that is only displayed on the face, but an inward joy that brings real peace and contentment to ones life……

How about you this morning?

 Are you living in this state of blessedness that Jesus talks about here? Is your life joyful? Not with joy as the world knows joy, but the joy of the Lord that is manifest in a heart that is content and truly at peace.. 
The joy that comes from knowing, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to you?

 Have you allowed yourself to become poor in spirit?

 Have you not just decided for Jesus but have you yielded to Him?

 Have you emptied yourself of self and are you allowing Him to live His life through you?

 It is then and only then, that we will become one of the poor in spirit that Jesus offers His promise of blessing to.
 Is it your desire this morning to enter into, and to live your life in the blessing of the Lord and one day enter the kingdom of Heaven?
 Then determine today to become poor in spirit.
Don’t merely decide for Christ but yield to Him.
