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TITLE: It is All about Gratitude

Thanks to God 527

TEXT: Col. 2:6-7 & 3:17; 1 Thess. 5:16-18; Col. 3:15-17

INTRODUCTION:  One of the most repeated words in the Bible is gratitude. Just do a word search on words or phrases such as give thanks, be grateful, have gratitude and see how many Scriptures come up.
 Any concept that is repeated this frequently in Scripture speaks volumes about its importance for us to grasp as Christians.

 For centuries, people in many countries have held harvest festivals to celebrate the bounty of the land and the blessings of life.

 In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln established a national holiday in the United States as “a day of Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father.”

 In a couple weeks we will celebrate that day of thanksgiving.

 While most of our holidays seem to have been corrupted by commercialism, Thanksgiving Day has seemed to retain its intended purpose more than most. 

  Santa Clause is a major competitor with Christmas and the Easter Bunny really distracts from the message of Easter.  But Thanksgiving is still largely held as simply a day of thankfulness. 
 But for us as Christians, we have a responsibility to extend the spirit of Thanksgiving to every day of the year.
Paul teaches us that as Christians that our lives are to actually overflow with thankfulness.

Colossians 2:6 - 7 (NIV) 6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him,  7rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
  Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord---- overflow with thankfulness.
 In fact, thankfulness is to be the defining mark of our faith in Christ.
 Colossians 3:17 (NIV) 17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Giving thanks=yoo-khar-is-teh'-o
From G2170; to be grateful, that is, (actually) to express gratitude (towards)

We are not merely to be grateful but we are to be grateful specifically towards God.
And not just for what we see at this present time as good but Scripture says in 1st Thess. that we are to give thanks to God in all circumstances! Give thanks to God even when we may not be experiencing what we perceive as good.
Most of us think we know the story of the first Thanksgiving. But did you know that God used an Indian named Squanto as a special instrument of His providence and grace? 

Historical accounts of Squanto’s life vary, but historians believe that around 1608---more than a decade before the Pilgrims arrived at Plymouth Rock— English traders sailed to what is today Plymouth, Massachusetts. When the Wampanoag Indians came out to trade, the traders took them prisoner, transported them to Spain, and sold them into slavery.

 It was an unimaginable horror, but God had an amazing plan for one of the captured Indians, a boy named Squanto.
 Squanto was bought by a well-meaning Spanish Monk, who treated him well and taught him the Christian faith; Squanto eventually made his way to England and worked in the stables of a man named John Slaney. Slaney sympathized with Squanto’s desire to return home and promised to put the Indian on the next vessel bound for America.

 It wasn’t until 1618, ten years after Squanto was kidnapped that he returned to America. But when he arrived in Massachusetts, heartbreak awaited him. An Epidemic had wiped out Squanto’s entire village.
You can only imagine what must have gone through Squanto’s mind. Why had God allowed him to return home, against all odds, only to find his loved ones dead?
A Year later, the answer came. A shipload of English families arrived and settled on the very land once occupied by Squanto’s people. Squanto went to meet them, greeting the startled Pilgrims in English.
According to the diary of Pilgrim governor, William Bradford, Squanto “became a special instrument sent of God for our good….He showed us how to plant our corn, where to take fish and to procure other commodities.” “ He was also our pilot to bring us to unknown places for our profit, and never left us until he died.”

When Squanto lay dying of a fever, Bradford wrote that their Indian friend “desired the Governor to pray for him, that he might go to the Englishman’s God in Heaven.”

Upon his death Squanto bequeathed his possessions to the Pilgrims “as remembrances of His love for them.”

17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Who but God could so miraculously convert a lonely Indian and then use him to save a struggling band of Englishmen?

 This Indian named Squanto lived a life of thanksgiving to God and God was able to use him as a special instrument of His grace,

Squanto’s story is reminiscent of the biblical story of Joseph, who was sold into slavery and whom God likewise used as a special instrument for fulfilling the good of His purpose.

When we contemplate a successful and productive Christian life we find that it is really all about gratitude!

Scripture constantly affirms the importance of our having or developing a heart of Gratitude, a heart of thanksgiving.

Paul says this in:

1 Thessalonians 5:16 - 18 (NIV) 16Be joyful always;  17pray continually;  18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

God actually wants us to be thankful in all of life’s circumstances!

18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

The old hymn we sang this morning spoke to this scriptural truth… Thanks for thorns as well as roses: thanks for weakness and for health; thanks for clouds as well as sunshine; thanks for poverty and wealth; thanks for pain as well as pleasure---all thou sendest day by day!

 There is a story that comes to mind every time I read this verse of Scripture…18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus
  It is a personal account given by the famous English Bible scholar Matthew Henry.

 Henry once shared how he was attacked by thieves and robbed. He wrote these words in his diary: 
 Let me be thankful. First, I was never robbed before. 

Second, although they took my purse, they didn't take my life. Third, although they took my all, it was not much. Fourth, let me be thankful because it was I who was robbed and not I who did the robbing."

 This, I believe, reflects the heart of a man that had learned the importance of Gratitude to God and was able to truly live his life giving thanks in all circumstances…
  August 9, 2015, marked the 70th anniversary of the bombing of Nagasaki, Japan. What we may not realize is that Nagasaki was the center of Japanese Christianity at that time.
 A substantial Christian community had survived three centuries of persecution there. They worshipped underground and endured martyrdom. They were only allowed to live their faith in public at the turn of the century. Then, in 60 seconds, they were wiped out. 

   But the survivors' response wasn't anger. Takashi Nagai, who lost his wife in the blast and who later died from the effects of radiation, said that the 8,000 Christians who died instantly in the blast had been specially chosen by God as expiation from all sins committed during the war. Nagai said, "Let us give thanks that through this sacrifice, peace was given to the world and freedom of religion to Japan."

The response of this dedicated Christian brings the Colossians scripture to mind….

Colossians 3:15 - 17 (NIV) 15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
 Having a heart of gratitude can be a powerful witness of Christ in our life as a believer..
 Back in the very early thirties in the midst of the Great Depression, a preacher by the name of William Stidger was seated one day with a group of friends in a restaurant. Everyone was talking about the depression: how terrible it was, the suffering people, rich people committing suicide, the jobless, the whole thing.

    The conversation got more and more miserable as it went on. There was another minister in the group, and he suddenly broke in and said, "I don't know what I'm going to do, because in two or three weeks I have to preach a sermon on Thanksgiving Day. 

I want to say something affirmative. What can I say that's affirmative in a period of world depression like this?" 

  And as the minister spoke, Stidger said it was like the Spirit of God spoke to him: "Why don't you give thanks to those people who have been a blessing in your life and affirm them during this terrible time?" 
   He began to think about that. The thought came to his mind of a schoolteacher very dear to him, a wonderful teacher of poetry and English literature from years ago who had gone out of her way to put a great love of literature and verse in him. 
  It affected all his writings and his preaching. So he sat down and wrote a letter to this woman, now up in years. It was only a matter of days until he got a reply in the feeble scrawl of the aged. "My Dear Willy"--Stidger says at that time he was about 50 years of age and was bald, and no one had called him Willy for a long time, so just the opening sentence warmed his heart. Here's the letter: 

   "My Dear Willy: I can't tell you how much your note meant to me. I am in my eighties, living alone in a small room, cooking my own meals, lonely, and like the last leaf of autumn lingering behind." Listen to this sentence, will you? "You'll be interested to know that I taught in school for more than fifty years, and yours is the first note of appreciation I ever received.

 It came on a blue, cold morning, and it cheered me as nothing has done in many years." 

   Stidger says, "I'm not sentimental, but I found myself weeping over that note." 
  Then he thought of a kindly bishop, now retired, an old man who had recently faced the death of his wife and was all alone. This bishop had taken a lot of time, given him advice and counsel and love when he first began his ministry. So he sat down and wrote the old bishop a letter.

 In two days a reply came back. 

   "My Dear Will: Your letter was so beautiful, so real, that as I sat reading it in my study, tears fell from my eyes, tears of gratitude. 

 Before I realized what I was doing, I rose from my chair and I called her name to share it with her, forgetting she was gone. You'll never know how much your letter has warmed my spirit. I have been walking around in the glow of your letter all day long."

 Gratitude expressed can be a powerful life witness of the reality of Christ at work in our lives..
 Philip Wiebe once wrote:

We may acknowledge our Divine Provider over the roast and mashed potatoes, but how often are we deliberately thankful for the water from our taps?  The wood for our houses and our furniture?  The paper for our books and napkins and note pads?  The brick and metal and fabric and countless other materials we use and enjoy?  God through nature made them all possible.  We would do well to remember.  

Just how grateful are you and I today? Are we truly living lives of Gratitude before God fulfilling His admonition of Scripture to: 

16Be joyful always;  17pray continually;  18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

 Someone writing in Christianity Today several years ago wrote an article entitled, "Shall I thank God at this Thanksgiving? 

 In it he says this:

  Why was I born at this particular time in the history of the world? Why was I born in a spotless delivery room in an American hospital instead of a steaming shelter in the dank jungle of the Amazon or a mud hut in Africa? Why did I have the privilege of going to school with capable instructors while millions around the world, without a school book, sit or squat on a dirt floor listening to a missionary? 

   "How does it happen that my children are tucked into warm beds at night with clean white sheets while millions of babies in the world will lie in cold rooms, many in their own filth and vomit? 

   Why can I sit down to a warm meal whenever I want to and eat too much when millions will know all of their lives the gnawing pangs of hunger? Do I deserve to share in such wealth? Why me and not other millions? Why was I born in a land I didn't build, in a prosperity that I didn't create and enjoy a freedom that I didn't establish? Why an American sitting comfortably in my own living room this Thanksgiving rather than an Indian squatting in the dark corner of some infested alley in Calcutta, shivering in the cold, or a Cambodian in the rubble of what used to be my home, or a terrified, running Nicaraguan in the jungle? Do I deserve it? By what right do I have it?"

 Kind of puts gratitude in a different perspective doesn’t it? Particularly as American Christians we have so much to be thankful for that most often we simple take for granted….
   John Henry Jowett, a British preacher of an earlier generation, said this about gratitude: "Gratitude is a vaccine, an antitoxin, and an antiseptic." 
  What did he mean? He meant that gratitude, like a vaccine, can prevent the invasion of a disgruntled or discouraged spirit. 

   Like an antitoxin, gratitude can prevent the effects of the poisons of cynicism, criticalness, and grumbling. 

    Like an antiseptic, a spirit of gratitude can soothe and heal even the most troubled spirit. 

Henry Ward Beecher once said this…

  If one should give me a dish of sand and tell me there were particles of iron in it, I might look for them with my eyes and search for them with my clumsy fingers and be unable to detect them; but let me take a magnet and sweep through it and now would it draw to itself the almost invisible particles by the mere power of attraction. The unthankful heart, like my finger in the sand, discovers no mercies; but let the thankful heart sweep through the day and as the magnet finds the iron, so it will find, in every hour, some heavenly blessings, only the iron in God's sand is gold! 

 Like a magnet attracts iron so also will a thankful heart be a force of attraction! 

When a thankful heart is in the life of a Christian it becomes a magnet that draws the foreign metal of wrong behavior and wrong attitudes and motives to it so that they can be isolated and  removed from our lives.  

  And a heart of gratitude to God in the life of a believer also is an attracting force, a magnet that draws others to Christ who may not yet know Him..
 Do you have a heart of thanksgiving this morning?

 Have you allowed God to perfect His Spirit of gratitude within your life? 

 Are we living our lives as a Christian being joyful always;  17praying continually;  and 18giving thanks to God in all circumstances!

For this is God’s will for us in Christ Jesus.

