
 
  

American life is builded, and can alone survive, upon 
. . . [the] fundamental philosophy announced by the 
Savior nineteen centuries ago. HERBERT HOOVER 
 
This is a Christian Nation. HARRY TRUMAN 
 
Let us remember that as a Christian nation . . . we 
have a charge and a destiny. RICHARD NIXON 
 
The general principles on which the fathers achieved 
independence were . . . . the general principles of 
Christianity. JOHN ADAMS 
 
[T]he teachings of the Bible are so interwoven and 
entwined with our whole civic and social life that it 
would be literally…. impossible for us to figure to 
ourselves what that life would be if these teaching 
were removed. TEDDY ROOSEVELT 
 
America was born a Christian nation – America was 
born to exemplify that devotion to the elements of 
righteousness which are derived from the revelations 
of Holy Scripture. 9 WOODROW WILSON 

Christianity is the religion that shaped America and 
made her what she is today. In fact, historically 
speaking, it can be irrefutably demonstrated that 
Biblical Christianity in America produced many of the 
cherished traditions still enjoyed today, including: 

• A republican rather than a theocratic form of 
government; 

• The institutional separation of church and 
state (as opposed to today’s enforced 
institutional secularization of church and 
state); 

• Protection for religious toleration and the 
rights of conscience; 

• A distinction between theology and behavior, 
thus allowing the incorporation into public 
policy of religious principles that promote 
good behavior but which do not enforce 
theological tenets (examples of this would 
include religious teachings such as the Good 
Samaritan, The Golden Rule, the Ten 
Commandments, the Sermon on the Mount, 
etc., all of which promote positive civil 
behavior but do not impose ecclesiastical 
rites); and 

• A free-market approach to religion, thus 
ensuring religious diversity and security for 
the rights of religious conscience. 

Consequently, a Christian nation as demonstrated by 
the American experience is a nation founded upon 
Christian and Biblical principles, whose values, 
society, and institutions have largely been shaped by 
those principles. This definition was reaffirmed by 
American legal scholars and historians for 
generations  but is widely ignored by today’s 
revisionists. 

Founding Father and U. S. Supreme Court Chief 
Justice John Marshall agreed: 

 

[W]ith us, Christianity and religion are identified. It 
would be strange, indeed, if with such a people our 
institutions did not presuppose Christianity and did 
not often refer to it and exhibit relations with it.  

Constitutional law professor Edward Mansfield (1801-
1880) similarly acknowledged: 

In every country, the morals of a people – whatever 
they may be – take their form and spirit from their 
religion. For example, the marriage of brothers and 
sisters was permitted among the Egyptians because 
such had been the precedent set by their gods, Isis 
and Osiris. So, too, the classic nations celebrated the 
drunken rites of Bacchus. Thus, too, the Turk has 
become lazy and inert because dependent upon Fate, 
as taught by the Koran. And when in recent times 
there arose a nation [i.e., France] whose 
philosophers [e.g. Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot, 
Helvetius, etc.] discovered there was no God and no 
religion, the nation was thrown into that dismal case 
in which there was no law and no morals. . . . In the 
United States, Christianity is the original, 
spontaneous, and national religion.  
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As Supreme Court Justice David Brewer (1837-1910) 
explained: 

 

[I]n what sense can [America] be called a Christian 
nation? Not in the sense that Christianity is the 
established religion or that the people are in any manner 
compelled to support it. On the contrary, the Constitution 
specifically provides that “Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof.” Neither is it Christian in the sense 
that all its citizens are either in fact or name Christians. On 
the contrary, all religions have free scope within our 
borders. Numbers of our people profess other religions, 
and many reject all. Nor is it Christian in the sense that a 
profession of Christianity is a condition of holding office 
or otherwise engaging in public service, or essential to 
recognition either politically or socially. In fact, the 
government as a legal organization is independent of all 
religions. Nevertheless, we constantly speak of this 
republic as a Christian nation – in fact, as the leading 
Christian nation of the world. 

 

  
 

Why was Jefferson a faithful attendant at the Sunday 
church at the Capitol? He once explained to a friend while 
they were walking to church together: 

No nation has ever existed or been governed without 
religion. Nor can be. The Christian religion is the best 
religion that has been given to man and I, as Chief 
Magistrate of this nation, am bound to give it the sanction 
of my example. 

Declarations from the Legislative Branch affirming 
America as a Christian nation are abundant. For example, 
in 1852-1853 when some citizens sought a complete 
secularization of the public square and a cessation of all 
religious activities by the government, Congress 
responded with unambiguous declarations about America 
as a Christian nation: 

 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE: Had the people, during 
the Revolution, had a suspicion of any attempt to war 
against Christianity, that Revolution would have been 
strangled in its cradle. At the time of the adoption of the 
Constitution and the amendments, the universal sentiment 
was that Christianity should be encouraged, not any one 
sect [denomination]. Any attempt to level and discard all 
religion would have been viewed with universal 
indignation. . . . In this age there can be no substitute for 
Christianity; that, in its general principles, is the great 
conservative element on which we must rely for the purity 
and permanence of free institutions.  

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE: We are Christians, not 
because the law demands it, not to gain exclusive benefits 
or to avoid legal disabilities, but from choice and 
education; and in a land thus universally Christian, what is 
to be expected, what desired, but that we shall pay a due 
regard to Christianity? 

  
 

On March 3, 1863 while in the midst of the Civil War, the U. 
S. Senate requested President Abraham Lincoln to 
“designate and set apart a day for national prayer and 
humiliation” because: 

[S]incerely believing that no people, however great in 
numbers and resources or however strong in the justice 
of their cause, can prosper without His favor; and at the 
same time deploring the national offences which have 
provoked His righteous judgment, yet encouraged in this 
day of trouble by the assurances of His word to seek Him 
for succor according to His appointed way through Jesus 
Christ, the Senate of the United States do hereby request 
the President of the United States, by his proclamation, to 
designate and set apart a day for national prayer and 
humiliation.  


