SOWING AND REAPING

“THE PRINCIPLE OF SOWING AND REAPING”
“STAYING FOCUSED ON THE EVANGELISM VISION”
SCRIPTURE READING…2Co 9:6….6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.
Prayer
IV. THE PRINCIPLE OF SOWING AND REAPING
1. Beloved allow me to break this down because this is easily seen in many different areas of life.
a. In sales, the ratio of success in sales is often one sale out of every nine calls. 
Example….
(Worked at Goya for 10 years in sales) 
Tell story of Shoe sales man.
b. In acting, the ratio can be as high as one job out of thirty auditions, this is true even for successful actors.
c. In The Parable Of The Sower, only one out of four produced favorable results
2. Successful people in different walks of life understand that the key to success is to increase the number of their efforts
B. THE important focus iS this in order to be successful WE MUST KEEP IN MIND….
1. AND It should be obvious: *****If we desire to reap more, we must be willing to sow more!*******
2. Another reason why Many people fail in the area of evangelism is because they "sow sparingly" and get discouraged by the meager results.
3. Beloved, If we increase the level of sowing, the level of reaping will rise in proportion to what we sow!!!
 [Another area of focus for success in evangelism is that we must keep in mind...]
V. ONE SOWS AND ANOTHER REAPS
2. Jesus used this term in speaking to His disciples as recorded in 
Jn 4:35-38…35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold , I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 36 And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. 37 And herein is that saying true , One soweth , and another reapeth . 38 I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour : other men laboured , and ye are entered into their labours.
3. Exactly what is the difference between "sowing" and "reaping"?
a. Sowing is the work necessary to one day being able to reap!
1) In agriculture, sowing involves preparing the soil and planting the seed.
2) In winning souls to Christ, sowing likewise involves preparation and planting.
a) In which the hearts are being prepared for the reception of the gospel.
b. Reaping is the actual "harvesting" of what has been sown.
1) In agriculture, reaping is the collection of the fruits which have been produced by the sowing.
2) In winning souls, reaping is that harvesting which occurs when souls who have had the Word planted in their hearts decide to obey it!
4. It is important to appreciate the statement in Jn 4:37, “And herein is that saying true , One soweth , and another reapeth” . 
a. Those who sow do not always witness the reaping that may one day occur.
b. And many times those who reap are benefiting from the efforts of those who did the sowing before them.
1. In evangelism, this means that often times you will be sowing the seed and it may appear that you are not getting any results
a. But some time later those souls you were trying to reach may decide to finally obey the gospel.
b. Another Christian may actually do the reaping in your place!
2. Then again, there will be times when people just sort of "fall into your lap"
a. Ready and anxious to obey the gospel with little effort on your part.
b. In this case, you are actually reaping what others have sown!
3. The point to keep in mind is that evangelism involves both "sowing" and "reaping," and there will be times when what you sow will be reaped by someone else.
a. Let this be an encouragement to you when it appears that you are not reaping as you would hope
b. You might actually be making it much easier for some brother or sister in the future!
Now, there are 3 related focuses in evangelism that I find very encouraging. 
The first of these is to remember...
VI. THE FACT THAT GOD IS AT WORK
1. In nearly every example of conversion, God worked in some way to create the opportunity for the person to hear the gospel
a. Philip was sent toward Gaza where he would meet the  Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8)
b. The Lord saw to it that Saul and Ananias would get together (Acts 9)
c. Likewise, the household of Cornelius would have a chance to hear the gospel from Peter (Acts 10)
d. The evangelization of Europe that started with the  conversion of Lydia and the Philippian Jailor occurred after Paul and his companions were gone into Macedonia. (Acts 16).
2. Granted, these circumstances are in keeping with the miraculous events in establishing the Lord's church.
a. But I believe they illustrate a principle that is just as valid and important for us today.
b. The principle is this:
1) The Lord, who knows the hearts of all men and seeks those who are seeking Him. 
2 Ch 16:9….9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him….. 
2) He will make sure that those who "hunger and thirst for righteousness" will somehow be "filled" – 
Mt 5:6….6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled .
3. This is where the providence of God comes in to play..
a. When the Lord knows there are people who would be receptive to the gospel….
b. He will "open doors" to give those who are seeking the truth the opportunity to be reached by those who are prepared to do the teaching. 

****There may be some here right now****
In Corinth, Ac 18:9-11….9 Then spoke the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid , but speak , and hold not thy peace : 10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city. 11 And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.
4. It may not happen immediately, but I am fully persuaded...
a. That if there is someone who is "asking, seeking, and knocking" for the truth
b. The Lord will see that at some point in that person's life they have an opportunity to hear the gospel.
******You may be here on special invitation of God*******
B. THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS FOCUS...
1. It is encouraging to know that we are not alone in our efforts to lead the lost to Christ.
2. God will see that every soul who has an honest and seeking heart will one day come across someone prepared to explain the Gospel to him or her.
3. When we engage in evangelism, we must remember that we are "God's fellow workers"
1Co 3:5-9… 5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed , even as the Lord gave to every man? 6 I have planted , Apollos watered ; but God gave the increase . 7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth ; but God that giveth the increase . 8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. 9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building..
The next area of importance in the focus on Evangelism is this….
VII. GOD OPENS DOORS FOR PREPARED WORKERS
A. Allow me to EXPLAIN...
1. The Scriptures often speak of the Lord "opening doors" for His servants who are ready to serve Him
a. Paul wrote about an "open door" of opportunity that prompted him to remain longer at Ephesus – 
1Co 16:9….9 For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.
b. He even wrote of one occasion where there was an "open door," but circumstances were such that he did not take advantage of it – 
2Co 2:12-13….12 Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord, 13 I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother: but taking my leave of them, I went from thence into Macedonia.
c. From the Lord's remarks to the church in Philadelphia, we learn that the Lord opens doors for those people He can use
Re 3:8….8 I know thy works: behold , I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.
2. The implication regarding evangelism is this:
a. If we desire to be used in God's work to reach those who are seeking the truth
b. Then we must prepare ourselves to be useful! 
2Ti 2:19-21….19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. 21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified , and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.
B. THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS focus...
1. The principle of preparation applies to both individuals and congregations
a. Individuals must prepare themselves to teach, or to lead souls to those able to teach.
b. Congregations must also be ready to assimilate new converts into the family of God where they can be nurtured and protected during a vital stage of their newfound life.
2.***** Many congregations may not find "open doors" to reach others because they have not prepared themselves to be a place where "babes in Christ" will be cared for properly****
a. Do we honestly believe that the Lord through His providence would "open doors" for a congregation filled with "carnal Christians" who would only devour the new Christian?
a. If we will prepare ourselves to be useful to the Lord He will surely open doors for us.
b. His providence will "open doors" of opportunity for us to reach those in our community who have honest and good hearts that are seeking for the truth.
c. But it begins at us!
THE FINAL POINT OR FOCUS ON SOWING AND REAPING IS THIS…

VIII. PRAYER IS THE CATALYST IN EVANGELISM
1. If the providence of God is at work and it involves the lives of those who are prepared to be used as well as those who are seeking the truth, it should be easy to see that prayer would play an important role.
a. In the case of Cornelius, it was his prayers that prompted God to take notice of him….– 
Ac 10:1-4….1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, 2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. 4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said , What is it , Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.
***? Do your prayers come up for a memorial unto God!*** 
b. It was a man given to prayer that the Lord chose to reach him –
Ac 10:9…9 On the morrow, as they went on their journey , and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour:

c. In another scripture we find Paul teaching the Colossians to pray that God would open a door for the Word. 
Col 4:1-6…1 Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven. 2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; 3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds : 4 That I may make it manifest , as I ought to speak . 5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.
B. THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS FOCUS IS THIS...
1. Think of prayer as a "catalyst" that starts the process of God's providence in bringing together the lost. 
2. BELOVED, When we have prepared ourselves to be useful to the Lord and then diligently pray "Lord, lead me to some soul today," doors will open and we will begin to find souls who have been praying and will be receptive to the gospel!
THE CONCLUSION TO THIS MESSAGE ON SOWING AND REAPING IS THIS….
1. Perseverance is the key to success in evangelism; those who persist in sowing the seed eventually bear fruit
2. The wrong FOCUS produce negative attitudes and eventual failure
3. The right FOCUS maintain positive attitudes and eventual success!
It is MY hope that the focuses shared can help maintain the positive attitude necessary to persevere until Harvest Time is no more. 
Remember the words of the apostle Paul...
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord." - 1Co 15:58
***********ALTAR CALL***********
