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UNMASKING BIBLE TRUTHS School
A TRUE DISCIPLE OF JESUS
Acts 11:26 “and when he (Barnabas) found him (Paul) he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught large numbers. The disciples were first called Christians at Antioch.”
So, if you are a disciple you are a Christian and if you are a Christian you are a disciple! They are one and the same. These are two terms for the exact same thing! The word “Christian” is used 3 times in the NT. The word “disciple(s)” is used 262 times.
2 Corinthians 13:5
In the New Testament salvation and discipleship are so closely related as to be indivisible. They are not identical, but as with Siamese twins they are joined by a tie which can be severed only at the price of death. Yet they are being severed in evangelical circles today. In the working creed of the average Christian salvation is held to be immediate and automatic, while discipleship is thought to be something optional which the Christian may delay indefinitely or never even accept at all. It is not uncommon to hear Christian workers urging seekers to accept Christ now and leave moral and social questions to be decided later. The notion is that obedience and discipleship are unrelated to salvation. Seekers are told we may be saved by believing a historic fact about Jesus Christ (that He died for our sins and rose again) and applying this to their personal situation. The whole biblical concept of Lordship and obedience is completely absent from the mind of the seeker. He needs help, and Christ is the very one, even the only one, who can furnish it, so he supposedly takes Him as his personal Savior. The idea of His Lordship is completely ignored.
Luke 13:23-24 “And someone said to Him, “Lord, are there just a few who are being saved?” And He said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.”
Strive – endeavor with strenuous zeal, strain your last nerve. So, we have those who…“strive to enter – and those who seek to enter…” So are you a part of the striving church or the seeker friendly church? One is going to heaven, the other is not! People want a crown without a cross. They want Jesus as Savior but not as Lord. But I assure you, you can only have Him as both and not one or the other!
[bookmark: 170370x14]Listen to a true Test of Discipleship Matthew 12:30 He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters. [He who is not with Me is against Me] This A true test of discipleship God and Satan cannot be reconciled and there is no possibility of loving and serving God and Satan at the same time. Mt. 6:24 No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other…
Just a few of many verses from Rom. 6 Rom. 6:12-13 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, so that you obey its desires. And do not offer any parts of it to sin as weapons for unrighteousness. But as those who are alive from the dead, offer yourselves to God, and all the parts of yourselves to God as weapons for righteousness. Rom. 6:14-16 For sin shall…Rom. 6:22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.
Charles Finney “A person must be completely holy or totally sinful. There can be no gradation or degrees. Every person is therefore at any given instant perfectly sinful or perfectly holy. 
Finney declared “Moral agents are at all times either as holy or as sinful as with their knowledge they can be.” These statements are mutually exclusive. “Sin and holiness, then, both consist in supreme, ultimate, and opposite choices, or intentions, and cannot, by any possibility, coexist.”
Furthermore, no two bodies can occupy the same space at one and the same time. The Holy Spirit will not occupy the heart in which the “old man” lives. He must be crucified and cast out. The full and complete abandonment of the spirit, soul and body puts one where this can be done, and the Holy Spirit will have no rival in the heart. 
[bookmark: _Hlk35425218]Luke 14:26,27 If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters –yes, even his own life–he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. [hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters –yes, even his own life–he cannot be my disciple] An idiom of preference (Mt. 6:24; 10:37; Rom. 9:13; Mal. 1:2-3; Gen. 29:30-31; Dt. 21:15-17). One must prefer God or love Him more than all else to be saved. Mt. 22:37 He said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. "God first" is the motto of the Bible. [anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple] Four things demanded of people here: 1. To prefer God and Christ to all others (Lk. 14:26; Mt. 22:37)  2. To bear the cross (Lk. 14:27; Mt. 10:38; 16:24; Mk. 8:34) 3. To follow Christ always (Lk. 14:27; Jn. 10:26-30) 4. To do these things daily, not weekly or for a while (Lk. 9:23)
Luke 14:28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? Illustrating the absurdity of seeking to be a disciple of Christ without counting the cost. The world, sin and all satanic powers will concentrate upon his defeat, but if one will pay the price of complete surrender he will be kept by God who is greater than his enemies (Jn. 10:27-29; Rom. 8:33-39; 2Cor. 10:4-7; Eph. 6:10-18; 1Pet. 1:5-13; 1Jn. 4:4; Jude 1:20-24).
[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: 170021x3]Thirteen Tests of Discipleship: 
1. World persecution (Mt. 10:25; Jn. 15:18) Mt. 10:25 It is enough for a disciple to become like his teacher and a slave like his master. If they called the head of the house ‘Beelzebul,’ how much more the members of his household! Jn. 15:18 If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 2 Tim. 3:12-13 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
2. Fearless preaching (Mt. 10:26-27) “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. The Acts of the Apostles
3. Fearless consecration (Mt. 10:28; Lk. 12:4-5) Mt. 10:28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Lk. 12:4-5 “I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that have no more that they can do. 5 But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!
4. Fearless faith (Mt. 10:29-31; Heb. 11) Mt. 10:29-31 Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows. Heb. 11:32-38 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.
[bookmark: _Hlk35536460][bookmark: _Hlk35536606][bookmark: _Hlk35537984]5. Bold confession of Christ, not denying Christ (Mt. 10:32-33) Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.[I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven] Revelation 3:5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.[will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.] Here Christ promises the overcomer he will confess his name before the Father and His angels! Here Christ also promises not to blot the name out of the book of life of any man who will obey the commands of (Rev. 3:2-3.) If some refused to obey these commands, would their names not be blotted out? If we say such is impossible we accuse God of using vain threats on His people. He definitely promised Moses, "Whosoever has sinned against Me, him will I blot out of my book" (Ex. 32:32-33). The psalmist by the Holy Spirit prayed that God would blot out the names of Judas and all like him (Ps. 69:25-28 with Acts 1:20). [I will also deny him] 2 Tim. 2:12-13 If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us; 13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.
A very prominent teacher in America, Chuck Swindol actually said in one of his broadcasts, “If you deny Him He will never deny you.” This is a lie because it is absolutely contrary to what the Bible says! These OSAS teachers will go to any length to justify their beloved lie! If we deny the faith and backslide, He is as true to His threatenings as He is to His promises. He cannot lie and act contrary to His Word or to Himself, so He is as much under obligation to curse for sin as to bless for righteousness. 
Peter Jn. 13:37-38 Peter *said to Him, “Lord, why can I not follow You right now? I will lay down my life for You.” 38 Jesus *answered, “Will you lay down your life for Me? Truly, truly, I say to you, a rooster will not crow until you deny Me three times. Mt.26:75 And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, “Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. You see, as long as the apostle Peter was living in denial of the Lord, he was in danger of hell fire! [If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself] I hear people say all the time....If we are faithless, He remains faithful. This is one of the most misused scriptures in all of Christendom. That’s completely out of context. And usually when you hear it the person is justifying faithlessness! What does it mean in context....If we deny the faith and backslide, He is as true to His threatenings as He is to His promises...“I the Lord change not....He cannot lie and act contrary to His Word or to Himself, so He is as much under obligation to curse for sin as to bless for righteousness...and there is no favoritism with God!
[bookmark: _Hlk35534801]6. Family persecution (Mt. 10:34-36; 19:29) Mt. 10:34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  Mt. 10:21 And brother shall deliver up brother to death, and the father his child: and children shall rise up against parents, and cause them to be put to death. The gospel brings division and strife in families and nations, because some love darkness rather than light (Jn. 3:18-21; 2Cor. 2:16-17; 4:2-4). Matt. 10: 35-36 For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36 and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household. Jesus is talking about family persecution and it possibly lasting a lifetime! Truth is a sword! Truth divides!.....
Matt. 19:29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. Mt. 10:22 And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved. Mt 24:12-13 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many (most) will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved.
[bookmark: _Hlk35534836]7. Putting God first (Mt. 10:37; 22:37) Mt. 10:37 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. [more than Me] This is breaking the first commandment (Mt. 19:29; 22:37; Lk. 14:26-27). 
The cost of following Jesus [is not worthy of me] Three times for emphasis (Mt. 10:37-38). To ask someone are you worthy of Jesus is unheard of in our day rampant with false teachers and sin. The existing church of our hour can’t handle the are you worthy of Jesus salvation question. In fact, the are you worthy of Jesus question seems so strange and glaringly heretical that for anyone to even mention such a thing, even though it is Biblical, is usually scoffed at and considered cultic and a works salvation! To be worthy of Jesus is to love him (or obey him, Jn. 14:15) supremely. To be Jesus’ disciple is to be his spiritual family (Mt. 12:48-50). Those truths parallel the fact that those who have eternal salvation obey Jesus (Heb. 5:9). “And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him.” So, are you worthy of Jesus NOW? It is a salvation issue! Mt. 22:37 And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
8. Bearing the cross daily (Mt. 10:38; Lk. 9:23) Mt. 10:38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. Lk. 9:23 And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.
9. Following Christ (Mt. 10:38; Mk. 8:34; Jn. 10:27) Mt. 10:38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me. Mk. 8:34 And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. To follow daily to the end, not for a while (Lk. 8:13; Heb. 3:6-14). Lk. 8:13 Those on the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away. Heb. 3:6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house—whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end. Heb. 3:12-14 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end, Jn. 10:27 My sheep hear My voice. And I know them, and they follow Me.
10. Denying oneself (Mt. 10:39; Rom. 8:1-13) Mt .10:39 He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it. Whoever lives a life of self-gratification will lose it; whoever puts to death the sinful deeds of the body will gain it (Rom. 8:12-13; Gal. 5:16-26). Rom. 8:12-14  So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. To deny self. The gospel benefits are solely on the basis of personal choice and meeting certain conditions (Jn. 3:16; 1Tim. 2:4; 2Pet. 3:9; Rev. 22:17) Self-denial commanded (Mt. 5:29-30; 10:37-39; 16:24-25; 18:8-9; Mk. 8:34; Lk. 9:23; 14:26-33; Rom. 6; 8:1-13; 13:14; 14:19-22; 15:1-5; 1Cor. 9:27; 10:23-24; Gal. 5:16-26; Php. 2:1-11; Tit. 2:12; Heb. 13:13; 1Pet. 2:11-16; 4:1-2).
11. Continuing in Christ’s Word (Jn. 8:31-32) So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
12 Living unashamed of Christ and His words (Lk. 9:26; Mk. 8:38). Mk. 8:38 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”
Two things we must not be ashamed of: 
 1. Christ (Mk. 8:38; Lk. 9:26; Jn. 1:1-2) 
2. His words because: (1) They are God's words (Jn. 3:34). (2) They are spirit (Jn. 6:63). (3) They are life (Jn. 6:63,69). (4) They will judge us (Jn. 12:48). (5) They are miraculous (Jn. 14:10). (6) They reconcile to God (Jn. 14:23). (7) They bring answers to prayer (Jn. 15:7; 2Cor. 1:20).
13 Living  free from love of the world (Lk. 9:25; 1Jn. 2:15-17; Jas. 4:4; Jn. 15:18-19; 17:14-16; Rom. 12:1-2)
