The Word Became Flesh
John 1:1 - 18
God bless every one of you, wherever you may be, as we begin another year.  Thank you for supporting Beautiful Saviour Ministries with your presence and prayers and we are looking forward to what God is going to do in and through us throughout the coming year.
I have to wonder why we wish people a Happy New Year.  Does it suggest that the previous year was an unhappy one?  Certainly, for some, there can be much optimism at the beginning of a new year.  One only has to take note of all the different new years resolutions to realise many do believe a change from one year to the next can produce something much better.  However, what happens when we forget these resolutions or do not achieve them?  Is it a case of back to the same old same old?

Here is one New Year’s resolution I would encourage you to make.  Aim to spend time with God every day, and say at least once a day these words of Jesus, “I am with you always even to the end of the age.”  As you say these words, believe that He who said them will indeed be with you every step of the way throughout the year 2011, and beyond.
You see, Jesus did not make rash promises.  He speaks the truth, so you and I can know with certainty that Jesus will be there for us if we believe His words.  Therefore, whatever situation you find yourself in during 2011, you can know that Jesus is with you.  Of course, when all is going well it is easy to believe Jesus is with you.  A word of warning, for sometimes the opposite can occur, too.  We can begin to think to ourselves, “Who needs Jesus when life is so good?”  Of course, life has a habit of throwing up tough times, so when life is tough, it can be much harder to believe this truth that Jesus is with you always.  Let me encourage you by saying over the years of my life, I have learnt (and often still need reminding) that regardless of what I face in life, it is true that Jesus is with me in every situation, whether it be good or bad.  He is faithful and true, and has never let me down.  Consequently, I need to make the effort to believe in Him even when I assume I do not need Him, or feel a million miles away from Him.  Believe me, the effort is well worth it as He gives me the strength to face whatever confronts me.
As we step into a New Year, we are very mindful of time.  Time is very important to each one of us.  In fact, I would be very surprised if there was anyone reading this that does not have at least one timepiece in their possession – whether it is a clock, watch or the time on their computer.  However, our sense of time pales into insignificance when we think about eternal concepts.  God existed before the creation of the world.  God is eternal.  He has no beginning and no end.  Living from one moment to the next, we struggle with the idea of eternity.  John goes on to tell us in the opening two verses of his Gospel that the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Who is this Word John talks about?  The Word is Jesus.  Jesus, the Son of God, is eternal.
Having just celebrated Christmas, and mindful of Emmanuel – God with us, it seems perfect timing to the start off this New Year by once again affirming that Jesus came to this earth to live among us, and ultimately die for us, so He could be the Saviour of the world.  In his Gospel, John states this in a very matter of fact manner, when he writes, “He was in the world.”  Who was in the world?  Jesus was in the world.  Jesus, the Son of God, was in the world.  Emmanuel – God with us.

As I read these words in John’s Gospel, I am struck by the thought of eternity.  

Even though Jesus is the Son of God, did not sin, gave some wonderful talks and healed many people, the world – or the majority of its people - did not recognise Him.  Is it any wonder, then, that He was nailed to the cross?  For many people, Jesus was simply a troublemaker.  Most of the Jews did not recognise their Messiah.  Sadly, many still do not today, either.  However, here is the good news.  Anyone who does receive Jesus becomes a child of God.  In other words, he or she is born again.  Jesus talked about being born again with Nicodemus, in John chapter three.  The spiritual birth that Jesus brings confirms that sin and death has been defeated.  The apostle John recognises Jesus for who He is and what He accomplished through His coming to this world, hence the reason why John begins his Gospel with these verses.  Matthew and Luke talk about the physical birth of Jesus, John talks about Jesus from an eternal perspective, as being present before the creation of the world.
Later on in verse fourteen, John reaffirms Jesus living among us.  Listen to what John writes.  “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.”  At the beginning of his Gospel, John wrote about “The Word.”  John is getting the point across by repeating and confirming that Jesus is the Word.  In other words, Jesus became a human being.  As a human, Jesus experienced life and death.  The difference is, though, that He is God’s Son, and when He was raised from the dead, Jesus defeated sin, death and Satan and we can walk in His victory in the year 2011, and celebrate it for eternity.
Of course, it is always good to have some eyewitness accounts, and this is what John is saying when he continues in verse fourteen, “We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

The God of the Old Testament who was “abounding in love and faithfulness,” is now revealed in the Son who is full of grace and truth.  Rather than be at a distance, Jesus came among us in person to demonstrate God’s love for each one of us.

The disciples took note of what Jesus said and did.  On occasions, Peter, James and John were privy to some awe-inspiring moments with Jesus.  Jesus was more than any other human was – He was God on earth.  No one else had ever done what He did.
If you need further confirmation of Jesus being God, take note of John the Baptist’s words, where he testifies, “He who comes after me has surpassed me because He was before me.”  Jesus was born three months after John the Baptist, so how is it possible for Jesus to be before John the Baptist  There can be only one possibility, and this is that Jesus is God and He definitely is eternal.
You see, we know from verses six through to nine that John the Baptist was sent from God to be a witness to Jesus, the Light of the World.  John the Baptist was a special man who could easily have given in to the adulation of the crowds of people flocking to hear him preach, yet he pointed people to the One who would come after him.

From verses sixteen to eighteen, we take note of grace again.  This is how I like to sum up grace:
G – God’s

R – Riches

A – At

C – Christ’s

E – Expense

The only reason we can receive one blessing after another is through grace – because of what God has done for us in Jesus Christ.  The Law was given through Moses, but in a sense, this was more of a temporary measure.  Jesus came to fulfil the Law.  Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ, and this was all part of God’s plan of salvation.  

No one has seen God, but because He is the Son of God, Jesus made Him known when He walked this earth.  Just imagine how the believers must have felt when finally the penny dropped.  The same can be said today when a person recognises who Jesus is and why He came into the world.

1 Timothy 1:15 sums this up beautifully.
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

Keep this thought in mind and be thankful that you have received the blessings that come from His grace and truth.

This is simply an overview of some of the key verses.  Let me encourage you to listen for God’s voice as you read these verses for yourself and meditate upon them.  Recognise afresh Emmanuel – God with us, and look forward with excitement to this New Year.
To finish, because Jesus is eternal, He wants us to share in His eternity, too.  If you have not already made a decision to follow Jesus, will you now make a life changing decision at the start of 2011 that will prepare you for an eternity with Jesus?  It really is quite easy to do so, and I will include a simple prayer that you might like to pray inviting Jesus into your heart.  Perhaps you made a decision to follow Jesus years ago, and over time have given up on Him.  I want you to know that Jesus has not given up on you and He is waiting for you to turn back to Him.  Take that step of faith and receive His love and forgiveness afresh.

"Dear God in heaven, I come before you in the name of Jesus.  I confess that I am a sinner and ask you to forgive me and cleanse me from my sins.  I receive Jesus as my Saviour and ask Him to come into my heart.  I confess with my mouth that Jesus is Lord and that You raised Him from the dead.  Please help me to live, as you want me to live.  I thank you for the gift of your wonderful Son Jesus and Your merciful gift of salvation.  In Jesus' wonderful name.  Amen."

You know, the person who experiences the happiest of New Years will be the one who finds Jesus Christ and chooses to follow Him, or who chooses to continue to follow Him into another year.  I know that whatever 2011 brings, Jesus will be with me every step of the way and that fills me with a real peace and joy.  Join me as we move forward in faith in Almighty God, trusting Jesus Christ to empower us through His Holy Spirit.  To God be the glory for what He will do in your life and mine.  If God is doing something special in your life, please share it on the blog so we can all give God the praise and glory He so richly deserves.  We are here to encourage each other and to know we are not alone in our spiritual journey.
