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TITLE: Contemplating Eternity

TEXT: James 4:13-14: Rev. 21:1-5; Rev. 21:15-27

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to spend some time contemplating eternity.

 Have you ever heard someone derisively described as being so heavenly minded that they are of no earthly good?

We may hear this from time to time, but for every one person who fits this description, I believe we will find ten thousand people who are so earthly minded that they are no Heavenly good at all.

Let me ask you a question of challenge this morning…

 Where is it that your day to day thoughts normally dwell upon? On the things of this life, the things of this earth, or on the things of the next life, the things of Heaven or even maybe the things of Hell?

A few years ago Pam and I went to a movie in Des Moines.

 We had given our tickets to the guy who was taking them and he told us that our movie was showing at the first theater around the corner to the left. It was one of those movie theaters that had several movies showing at the same time.

  Anyway, I was leading the way with popcorn in hand and came to the entrance of the movie and there was a door to our right and one to our left. I decided to go in through the left door and enter the theater from the left side…..Pam followed me in….

  It was awfully dark but that wasn’t because the movie had already started… It was dark because we had walked into a large closet..
As we were coming out of this closet there was a man going into the same movie that saw us coming out of that door and started to enter the way he saw us coming out…. 

Talk about the blind leading the blind!

Now, we were only in that closet for a few seconds at the most. Now wouldn’t you think it extremely odd if I spent the rest of my life thinking about that little closet when I had spent such a short time in it?

Well, in this same way why do we spend so much time thinking about this “little closet” of earth, that scripture describes as but a fleeting moment in the framework of eternity?


James 4:13 - 14 (NIV) 13Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.”  14Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 
 In contrast to eternity each of our lives, even all of our lives and years combined are like but a mist, a vapor in contrast to eternity!

  Many people, if not most people, will spend more time preparing for a two week vacation then they do preparing for eternity..
When was the last time that you thought of how incredible Heaven will be? As Christians, how often do we just seem to take Heaven for granted?

If fact, our culture---even our cartoons trivialize it, and we so often buy into the watered down images.
  But Heaven is a glorious place! It is a place that Jesus Himself described as paradise! 

Can you imagine a place where every house is a mansion or a palace? Every step we take will be a step of triumph? Every year a year of jubilee? Every month an enchantment?

 Every week a transport of delight? Every hour a paradise and every moment an ecstasy?

Listen to John’s description of heaven IN THE BOOK OF Revelation ….

 Revelation 21:1 - 5 (NIV) 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 5He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

 What words does Scripture assure us here that are worthy of trust and full of truth?

 2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 

Heaven is here described as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband…

One thing that I have learned as a pastor, when it comes to the weddings that I do, is to finish any pre-marital counseling at least two or three weeks before the wedding day.
 The closer that you get to the wedding the more and more distracted, particularly the bride, becomes. I mean she has a lot to think about, a lot to prepare for, and it can become all-consuming to her as she prepares for the importance of that day.
 Many brides have planned for their wedding day their whole lives.  Many have contemplated it from early childhood.  Down to the most intimate and minute details so that everything would be just right on that day.
 God has been preparing for such a day for us ever since man first fell from grace in the Garden of Eden through sin…. Ever since that day when man fell into sin and brought separation between himself and God, God has been preparing for our re-uniting with Himself..
 And when that day comes in its fullness it will be like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband..
 The day is even described as the wedding feast of the Lamb. That day when all who have made Jesus Lord of their life will be eternally united in fellowship and relationship with Him.
 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  

 I don’t know that we can ever fully imagine just what that will be like. To be in the literal presence of God, To actually live with God and He with us..
The only ones in our history to have ever experienced this were Adam and Eve before the fall.

 In the sinless perfection that they were created in Adam & Eve actually lived with God. They walked with God and Talked with God in those early days in the Garden.
They literally experienced fellowship, kononia, with God.
Heaven will restore that same fellowship with God to us..
 Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. We will be his people, and God himself will be with us and be our God.  

Then it says….
4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

Just what is the old order of things that will pass away?

Death! Mourning! Crying! Pain!

What will be done away with is the consequence of sin. Death, Mourning, Crying, and Pain Are all the direct consequence and result of sin..
God will one day reverse the curse. Heaven is the reverse of sins curse.
 Heaven, in essence, is what God intended for man in the very beginning.
 Adam and Eve were created immortal! If they never would have sinned they never would have died for death is the end result and consequence of sin.
 No sin—no death!

 Adam and Eve were in a perfect place.
 The Garden of Eden had no weeds, thorns or thistles as these things, as well, were all a result of the curse of sin.
  Adam and Eve had perfect one on one fellowship and relationship with God. They walked with God and talked with God and were able to bask in His glorious presence.
 And listen to how this Heavenly city, the New Jerusalem where the saints will live is described…. 
Revelation 21:15 - 27 (NIV) 15The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls.  16The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide.
  He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadiain length (1,400 miles), and as wide and high as it is long.  17He measured its wall and it was 144 cubitsthick (200 ft.),  by man’s measurement, which the angel was using.  18The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass.  19The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. ……21The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass. 

The main building material of this heavenly city where we will one day live is pure gold.
 Every kind of precious stone will adore this city as well.
 What we place so much value on here on earth will become common building material in Heaven…
John goes on….

22I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  23The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.  24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 

 25On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.  26The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.  27Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

Personally, I think that one of the most amazing things about Heaven will be that there will be absolutely no sin there…
No sin and no ramifications of sins curse.
Try to picture the best day of your life…

A day when you felt absolutely wonderful and everything was going extremely well….

 It seems that the older that we get the fewer of those days we have and the harder they are to recall but try to remember the time….

 Maybe as a child when you could burn the candle at both ends and get up the next morning feeling great and ready to do it all over again..
And then imagine that Heaven will make our best days on earth seem like bad days in comparison..
Every day a beautiful day! Everyday a day of perfect health! Everyday feeling absolutely wonderful! Everyday being in the literal presence of God!

Everyday a new day of wonder, a new day of adventure as Gods eternity expands forever before us!

 In fact, once we enter eternity, time itself will disappear. Time will become irrelevant. Time itself will have no meaning for we will have entered the dimension where God resides and God lives outside of the dimension of time…
Everything will become now to us. There will be no past or no future for these are measurements of time.  We will simply live forever in the eternal presence of God! Each moment more glorious then the last!

And we will live that way forevermore!

 5He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

Do you realize that what God says He must do because He is God?

 When God says that something is trustworthy and true then it is going to come to pass with certainty!

Some of our investments on earth are more secure than others, but none are absolutely secure or certain.
 Banks can fail.  Businesses can go under. Nations can fall and whole economies can collapse.
 Gods promises are all 100% certain and 100% guaranteed.
 Heaven is a sure thing for all of those who will embrace it. Hell is a sure thing for those who refuse or who neglect to embrace Heaven.
We embrace the future of Heaven by embracing Jesus now!

We embrace Jesus by seeing ourselves as the sinner that He came to die for. Sorrowing that He had to come to pay that price for what we did.
 And in response to that sorrow, repent of our sin, turn away from our sin, ask His forgiveness and invite Him into our very heart to become the Lord of our life.
 Surrendering control of our life and our will to Him who died for us.
 When we respond to Jesus in this way then Heaven becomes as sure and certain to us as the moment we live right now.  In other words Heaven can actually become a reality to us today..
Church, the more that we dwell on our final destination, the more we will be prepared to live eternally in Heaven, thanks to Jesus Christ, who has experienced and conquered hell and death on our behalf.

 And in anticipating our eternal destination, we will actually experience a foretaste of Heaven in this life as we seek to know and serve the Lord more and more each day.
 In this New Year, I would challenge all of us to strive to live each and every day with eternity in mind.
 That as we go through our days that we would remember that there are eternal consequences to our choices so we need to dwell upon Heaven and allow those thoughts to guide our actions and our deeds.
 That we think less and less about this little closet of earth and more and more about the vastness and glory and eternity of heaven.
 As we do I think that we will find that we can be Heavenly minded and earthly good all at the same time.
 An anonymous writer once wrote: The reward for serving the Lord might not be much in this life, but the retirement benefits are out of this world!

 This morning as you contemplate eternity do you have the hope of Christ in your life? The hope that gives you the assurance of Heaven?
If you do then praise God for that hope and keep on contemplating the glories of Heaven until the day that it becomes a reality for you.
 If you do not have this hope, this “blessed assurance” as the Apostle Paul called it--then just know that God wants you that have this hope and make Heaven a reality in your life today..
This hope comes to us only through surrender. Surrender of our life to the one who gave His life for us…

Have you surrendered your heart and your life to Christ today?


