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TITLE:  The Torn Curtain!
TEXT: Mt. 27:45-53; Jn. 10:17-18; 2 Chr. 3:1-4;
 Heb. 9:1-15, 10:11-14; Mt. 11:28-29; Heb. 4:14-16
INTRODUCTION: Today we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
 This resurrection Sunday I want to back up a bit to the last minutes of Jesus life while He was on the cross paying the penalty and price for your and my sins.

Matthew 27:45 - 53 (NIV) 45From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.  46About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “EloiEloi, EloiEloi,£ lamalama sabachthanisabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”£ 47When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 48Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink.  49The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 50And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split.  52The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life.  53They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.
The moment Jesus, the incarnate God, gave up His spirit some pretty amazing things happened…..

(Just a little side-note here)  Notice that it doesn’t say that Jesus merely died, but it says that He gave up His spirit!
   John 10:17 - 18 (NIV) 17The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again.  18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
The point is that Jesus life was not taken from Him but Jesus gave up His life! Even at that moment of death, death needed Jesus permission to take Him!
Jesus had cried out It Is Finished! His work on earth had been accomplished and it was only then the He gave up His spirit! 

And it was what happened immediately after that, that I want to talk about this Easter morning….

50And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split.  52The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life.
 51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
In the early days of the Old Testament in the time of Moses and Israel’s wonderings after being delivered from Egypt, God commanded His people to build Him a tabernacle.
 It was the wilderness tent of meeting. It symbolized where God would dwell among His people. The wilderness tabernacle was built to be mobile and move as the people moved…..
It wasn’t until the time of King Solomon that the first permanent Temple was built in Jerusalem.

Fashioned after the Wilderness Tabernacle but with much more splendor…

2 Chronicles 3:1 - 14 (NKJV) 1Now Solomon began to build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where £the Lord had appeared to his father David, at the place that David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan£ the Jebusite.  2And he began to build on the second day of the second month in the fourth year of his reign. 3This is the foundation which Solomon laid for building the house of God: 
The length was sixty cubits (by cubits according to the former measure) and the width twenty cubits.  4And the vestibule that was in front of the £sanctuary was twenty cubits long across the width of the house, and the height was £one hundred and twenty. He overlaid the inside with pure gold.  5The larger £room he paneled with cypress which he overlaid with fine gold, and he carved palm trees and chainwork on it.  6And he decorated the house with precious stones for beauty, and the gold was gold from Parvaim.  7He also overlaid the house—the beams and doorposts, its walls and doors—with gold; and he carved cherubim on the walls. 8And he made the Most Holy Place. Its length was according to the width of the house, twenty cubits, and its width twenty cubits. He overlaid it with six hundred talents of fine gold.  9The weight of the nails was fifty shekels of gold; and he overlaid the upper area with gold.  10In the Most Holy Place he made two cherubim, fashioned by carving, and overlaid them with gold.  11The wings of the cherubim were twenty cubits in overall length: one wing of the one cherub was five cubits, touching the wall of the room, and the other wing was five cubits, touching the wing of the other cherub;  12one wing of the other cherub was five cubits, touching the wall of the room, and the other wing also was five cubits, touching the wing of the other cherub.  13The wings of these cherubim spanned twenty cubits overall. They stood on their feet, and they faced inward.  14And he made the veil of blue, purple, crimson, and fine linen, and wove cherubim into it.
  Solomon was the wealthiest man to have ever lived on the planet and he spared no expense in the building of the temple for God! Just the gold alone would have probably been in the billions’ of dollars on today’s market!
This veil or curtain was believed to have been one piece of woven fabric 3 “thick that separated the holy place from the most holy place.
Example of Temple—outer court—Holy place---Most Holy Place…

Hebrews 9:1 - 15 (NIV) 1Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary.  2A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand, the table and the consecrated bread; this was called the Holy Place.  3Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place,  4which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.  5Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover.£ But we cannot discuss these things in detail now. 6When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry.  7But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance.  8The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still standing.  9This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper.  10They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new order. 11When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here,£ he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.  12He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.  13The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.  
14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,£ so that we may serve the living God! 15For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.
 The curtain that separated the Holy place from the most Holy Place stood as a separation between Holy God and sinful man!
   God’s people could not have personal access to their God! Their sins would not allow them into the presence of God! They would have been destroyed if they ever tried to pass through the curtain into Gods presence.  (David moving ark)
EXAMPLE: High priest would tie a rope around Him when he entered the most holy place in case he died in Gods presence they could pull out his body..

The point is that the curtain represented separation between man and God! It was our sin that caused the need for this curtain to be erected! Sinful man could simply never enter into the presence of an all holy God and survive!

11When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here,£ he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.  12He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.  13The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.  14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,£ so that we may serve the living God! 
15For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.
Prior to Jesus death on the cross the only way anyone had access to God was from a distance.
 The curtain was there to separate us from the presence of God!

Animal sacrifice could not take away our sins! The blood of goats and bulls could only offer us temporary, ceremonial outward cleansing! Animal blood could never take away our sins but it was just to keep us mindful of our sinful condition and remind us what the cost and penalty of sin is….Death and separation from God!

Just what was it that Jesus meant when He cried out from the Cross “It is Finished”, just before He gave up His spirit?

He was talking about the need for substitutionial animal sacrifice! He was talking about the need for a curtain of separation between man and God!

He said it is finished! All that needs to be done has now been done!
15For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.
The first covenant offered temporary atonement for sin through the endless sacrifice of animal blood!

The New covenant sealed in the blood of Jesus Christ offers permanent forgiveness of Sin and eternal reconciliation with God!
Hebrews 9:24 - 28 (NIV) 24For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.  25Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own.  ---- But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.  27Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,  28so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

Hebrews 10:11 - 14 (NIV) 11Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  12But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.  13Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool,  14because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.
Jesus said “It Is Finished!” Nothing more needs to be done!

50And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
That veil which had separated man from God had been removed!
You and I  can now enter the Most Holy Place!

We can now have direct access to God!

We no longer need a middle man to come to God!

We don’t need to confess our sins to an earthly priest to intercede to God for us but we can confess our sins to Jesus our great high priest who stands eternally at the right hand of the Father making intersession for us!
Church the curtain of separation has been removed!
Jesus said: It is finished! The sacrifice has been made! Sins price has been paid in full! 

It was the very hand of God that reached down and torn the curtain of separation in two!

The very moment that Jesus gave up His spirit the curtain was torn in two from top to bottom! The immediate response from God was Sins price was paid and paid in full and now access to Himself was possible.

 Gods tearing of the curtain was a personal invitation by God for us to come to Him!

 It was God saying:
Matthew 11:28 - 29 (NIV) 28“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  

Hebrews 4:14 - 16 (NIV) 14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens,£ Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.  16Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
16Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
This invitation is not just  to the already saved but for those who have not yet received the mercy of God and the Grace of His help!

The confidence being spoken of here is not just the confidence that those of us already saved have to come before God but it speaks of a confidence that those who have not yet embraced Jesus can have in approaching God!

16Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
This speaks of a confidence that even the non-believer can have in approaching God! That if they approach Him with a repentant heart that is sorry for their sin and seeking His forgiveness He will in no way cast them away!  Part of the curtain was not left up! The entire curtain was destroyed granting all men access to God.

Folks, The Curtain has been removed! The door giving access to God has been opened! Confidence to approach Him to receive His mercy and help in our times of need has been offered!

This Easter morning have you personally embraced the sacrifice that Jesus made for your sins? Have you stepped beyond the curtain to receive His mercy, His forgiveness? Have you allowed Jesus to become your great high priest that stands eternally before the Father making intercession for you? Have you made Jesus the Lord and Savior of your life?
COMMUNION

The Apostle Paul gives us these instruction about communion...

1Cor 11:23 (NIV) For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 

24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 

25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 

28 A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 

29 For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

  The first thing that we need to do before we partake of communion is to have a time of self examination.

 David says it this way in....

Psal 139:23 (NIV) Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 

24 See if there is any offensive way in me, 

and lead me in the way everlasting. 

   Before we partake of Communion this morning, in keeping with this admonition of Scripture, I am going to ask Pam to come to the piano and as she plays let us take of few moments to examine ourselves and prepare our hearts for that which we are about to do.

  (chorus--Change my heart Oh God--

                 Sanctify This place)

  Would Perry and Jim come up and serve---

(Serve bread-hold your portion till all are served and we will partake together)

1Cor 11:23 : The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread,  and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 

(pray)

25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

(You may partake of the cup as you are served)

It says that when Jesus and the disciples had finished that they sang a hymn and departed...

 Hymns?

 Easter—137 Christ the Lord has risen

132 He  lives
