WHAT CHRISTIANITY WILL DO FOR YOU

I.  INT.

A.  I want to study with you for a while the subject “What

 Christianity will do for you

1.  It is true that Christianity involves responsibilities 

2.  It is, also, true that the pathway to glory is not along an easy path

3.  But it is wise to be a Christian

4.  There are more abundant joys within Christianity than can be found outside Christianity

B.  The song writer was correct when he said “It pays 

    to serve Jesus, it pays every day, it pays every step 

    of the way

C.  There are FIVE REASONS WHY IT IS WORTHWHILE TO BE A CHRISTIAN

II.  1st, CHRISTIANITY GIVES PURPOSE TO LIFE

A.  CENTURIES AGO EPICURUS TAUGHT MEN “TO EAT, DRINK, BE MERRY, FOR TOMORROW WE DIE”

1.  He believed that man was WHOLLY MORTAL and thus ETERNITY WAS NOT A PART OF HIS PLAN

2.  Epicurus was not alone in this belief for WE read in Lk. 12:16 of another man who believe and 

practiced this philosophy

3.  Today, there are many who believe and practice this

a.  Atheism, Humanism, materialism & many others 

    practice this for they believe that this life is all 

    there is to life

4.  Jesus, in speaking of those who believe this says in Lk. 12:20-21; He warns in Matt. 6:19-20-Why?

5.  One is foolish to believe and practice this

B.  THERE IS MORE TO LIFE THAN TO EAT, DRINK, & BE MERRY

1.  Let’s notice what Jesus taught
a.  In Matt. 6:25-How could this be true if death is the end of life?

b.  In Matt. 16:25-26, How would this be possible if death is the end of life?

c.  In Jn. 10:10, He speaks of Eternal Joy, Peace

2.  Romans 6:3-Why walk in newness of life if death is the end?

3.  Death is not the end of life it is only a change in the realm of life

4.  Matthew 25:46 teaches when this life is over that some will “go away”

C.  THERE IS “NO WAY TO ANSWER THE RIDDLE OF OUR EARTHLY EXISTENCE” APART FROM THE BIBLE

1.  Where did we come from? Why are we here? 

                Where are we going when this life is over?

a.  1st, Where did I come from?-I am not here by chance-accident-Acts 17:24-26

b.  2nd, Why am I here?-To eat, drink, & be merry for tomorrow I die, to enjoy life just for myself”-Eccle. 12:13

c.  3rd, Where am I going?-That depends upon you?-Mt. 25:46

III.  2nd, CHRISTIANITY GIVES US SOMETHING TO GUIDE OUR FAMILIES BY

A.  HUSBANDS HAVE A STANDARD TO GO BY WHICH WILL BRING HAPPINESS AND MEANING IN HIS LIFE-
    EPH. 5:25

1.  A husband who loves his wife will not mistreat her or 

    ABUSE HER 

a.  He will love, provide and protect-Eph. 5:25,28-31;I Tim. 5:8

b.  He will Not even think about another woman-Why? because Christianity teaches-Matt. 5:28

c.  He will be faithful and loyal to the vows that he 

made to her when they first became married-

Why? Because Christianity teaches-Matt. 19:4-6

I Cor. 7:2-5

B.  WIVES HAVE A STANDARD TO GO BY WHICH WILL BRING HAPPINESS IN THEIR LIVES-TIT. 2:4-5

1.  A wife who loves her husband WILL be submissive Why? Because Christianity teaches-Eph. 5:22-24

2.  She will Not be unfaithful to her vows-Why? Because Christianity teaches-Rm. 7:2

C.  PARENTS HAVE A STANDARD TO GO BY WHICH WILL BRING HAPPINESS IN THE HOME-Psa. 127:3;Prov. 22:6;Prov. 29:15-God said to ancient Israel-Deut. 6:4-7

1.  What are you teaching your children?-Eph. 6:4;

2.  Parents who love their children will not abuse them
3.  They will provide, teach and train them
4.  The world today desperately needs fathers like Joshua who will say and practice these words “As far me and my house we will serve the Lord”-Josh. 24:12

5.  We need mothers like Hannah, Lois & Uunice-I Tim.

1:5;3:14-15

6.  Prov. 14:11 says
D.  CHILDREN HAVE A STANDARD TO GO BY WHICH WILL BRING THEM HAPPINESS-Eph. 6:1-3;Col. 3:20;

    Prov. 23:19

IV.  3rd, CHRISTIANITY COULD HELP THE TERRIBLE DIVORCE    RATE IN THE WORLD-HOW? BY FOLLOWING ITS TEACHING

A.  WHEN GOD ORDAINED MARRIAGE IT WAS INTENDED TO BE FOR LIFE-MATT. 19:6;RM. 7:2-4

1.  Just think of the innocent children hurt by the emptiness OF SO MANY BROKEN HOMES

2.  Selfishness and lust are the major causes of divorce-Mal. 2:16

B.  IN THE HOME, AS GOD WOULD HAVE IT THERE IS LOVE,RESPECT AND FAITHFULNESS

V.  4th, CHRISTIANITY, IF FOLLOWED WOULD MAKE THIS

WORLD A BETTER PLACE IN WHICH TO LIVE-WHY?

BECAUSE CHRISTIANITY TEACHES

A.  “THAT YE PUT OFF”-EPH. 5:25,28,29,31;Col. 3:5,8,9;

Gal. 5:19-21;I Cor. 6:9-11

B.  “PUT ON”-EPH. 5:24,25,28,29,32;5:1-2;Col. 3;12-16

C.  “BE HOLY”-I PET. 1:15-16

VI.  4TH, CHRISTIANITY GIVES US A FRIEND WHO WILL         

  NEVER FAIL US

A.  JESUS IS OUR DEAREST FRIEND-Jn. 15:13

1.  In I Pet. 5:7 we are told

2.  Heb. 7:25 says, again Heb. 4:16 says

3.  We have a personal, powerful & precious friend in times

a.  of sorrow, illness and bereavement-He is our friend

b.  He provides our physical needs-Matt. 6:33

c.  He provides our spiritual needs-Eph. 1:3,7-

B.  WE NEED TO REMEMBER THAT FRIENDSHIP IS A TWO WAY STREET-JN. 15:14; 8:31; COL. 1:10

1. ARE WE A TRUE FRIEND TO JESUS

VI.  CONCLUSION:

A.  In closing let us remember what Christianity can do

1.  It can give purpose to life-But we must heed what it says

2.  It can guide your family-But YOU must be willing to obey

3.  It can give permanency to your marriage-But you must be willing to listen and obey what it says

4.  It can make this world a better place to live if all

will obey its teaching

5.  It can give you a friend who will never fail you but 

    YOU MUST BE WILLING TO BE A FRIEND

B.  THESE ARE SOME OF THE THINGS THAT CHRISTIANITY CAN DO FOR YOU

C.  ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN, IF NOT, WHY NOT BECOME ONE

     AS WE STAND AND SING THE SONG OF INVITATION

