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TITLE: First or Third Person?

TEXT: Gen. 1:26; Deut. 6:4; Ex. 3:13-14; Jn. 17:5-23;

Ro. 8:12-15

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to start out with an English lesson. Let me tell you right from the start that I am probably the least qualified person here this morning to attempt to teach English grammar.

 But it is important to the context of the message this morning so I will give it a try.

What I want to talk about is the “Grammatical person in English”

English distinguishes three grammatical persons:

The personal pronouns I and we are said to be in the first person. The speaker uses this in the singular to refer to himself or herself; in the plural, to speak of a group of people including the speaker.

The personal pronoun you is in the second person. It refers to the addressee. You is used in both the singular and plural; thou is the archaic second-person singular pronoun.

All other pronouns and all nouns are in the third person. Any person place or thing other than the speaker and the addressed is referred to in the third person.

The following are articles on specific grammatical persons, or their corresponding personal pronouns:

· Thou (2nd. person singular, archaic)

· You (2nd. person singular/plural)

· He (3rd. person singular, male)

· She (3rd. person singular, feminine)

· It (3rd. person singular, neuter)

· We (1st. person plural)

· Y'all (2nd. person plural, dialectal)

· Ye (2nd. person plural, archaic)

· They (3rd. person plural)

 I hope that you have paid attention to all of this this morning because I am going to give a Pop quiz at the end of the message today…

 My question this morning is how is it that we view God? How do we see God? Do we see and understand God in the First person or in the Third person?

It is interesting to me that Theology books are always written in the third person. They present God as an object to be studied, and one rarely hears of anyone being converted or saved while reading a theology book.
Why is that? The only way a person can ever be converted and saved is if God is understood, not in the third person, but in the first person.
He must become the subject and we must become the object.

Unfortunately, most of Christianity is a massive effort to keep God in the third person. But there can be no salvation until He is seen in the first person and we deal with Him from that perspective, face-to-face.
Do you realize that God is introduced to us in the earliest portions of Scripture in the first person?
Genesis 1:26 (NIV) 26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
Let us make man in our image, in our likeness!

God first introduces Himself to us in the First person plural--- Let us make man in our image, in our likeness!

 But we find that the plurality of God is really singular.


Deuteronomy 6:4 (NIV) 4Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 

 And this is where we get the doctrine of the trinity. The triune God. One in three or three in one..
One God yet three distinct parts or persons.

But the Point is God always reveals Himself to us in the first person.
When God calls Moses to go back into Egypt to set the Israelite’s free, Moses ask God who should he say has sent me to them….How is it that God responds?

Exodus 3:13 - 14 (NIV) 13Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 14God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”

God identifies Himself to Moses as “I Am who I Am.
Another way to say it is I Am I Am!

God wanted Moses to tell the people that “I Am” had sent Him!
 God wanted to be seen in the First Person not just to Moses as their leader but He wanted to be seen in the first person to every man, woman and child on the planet..
Why? Because relationships can only be made and maintained in the first person..
Try to have or maintain a relationship in the third person and it will be disastrous!

Let me illustrate:

What do you think shows a healthier relationship between a husband and a wife….

 When you hear them use the word he or she a lot within their sentences or when you hear them use the words we, us and ours a lot within their sentences?

A husband or a wife that almost always refers to their spouse as He or she is referring to them in the third person!

 A Husband or a wife that almost always refers to their spouse as we or us is referring to them in the first person plural  with themselves…..

Much the same as when God said let us make man in our image and in our likeness..
We even often will subconsciously do this with our children at times.

 If we are talking about our child with a friend and our child has just made the honor roll we will probably say my child or our child has done this great thing…..

  If our child has just been kicked out of school for misbehaving we may identify them as her child or his child. Mom gets a letter from the school telling of how little Johnny got into trouble and when dad gets home mom says what? Do you know what your child did at school today!

Now if we do that we have removed them from the first to the third person in our conversation..
Families and relationships thrive a whole lot better in a first person relationship then they do in a third person relationship.
God always reveals Himself to His people in the First person!

God desires that we always approach Him in the first person.
Just notice the grammatical structure of Jesus prayer for us that we talked about last week.

John 17:5 - 18:1 (NIV) 5And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 6“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 

 7Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you.  8For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.  9I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  10All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.  11I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. 
 Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one.  12While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.  14I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.  15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.  17Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  18As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.  19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 20“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,  21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
One thing that I notice about this prayer that Jesus prayed is that Jesus always refers to God in the first or second person and never in the third person..
 Since Jesus prayer is for the benefit of His hearers He does speak of God in the second person at times but the context of the prayer is in the first person.

 Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
This is powerful in that it is Jesus inviting us into a relationship with the Father that is the same as His.

Just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us!

Us is first person plural but when talking in the context of God it becomes 1st person singular because Jesus says said that He and the Father are one.
Now we are invited into that same relationship as the Father has with the Son.
Just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us…..23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity!
God wants our relationship with Him to be in the first person! In fact, that is the only way that we can really have a true relationship with Him. As we see and experience Him in the first person..
So, how is it that we really perceive God? 

Is He in the first or in the third person to us?

Do you talk about Him, work for Him and read of Him or do you Talk with, work with and read with Him?

Is our relationship with God a face to face relationship?

 Last week we talked about the gift of God. The Holy Spirit that God has placed within each of us as a believer. 
 We talked about how that Spirit is the same Spirit that was within Christ when Jesus walked this earth.

The Holy Spirit was the lifeline between Jesus and the Father and it is the same Holy Spirit that is your and my lifeline to the Father and the Son today!

In Jesus prayer when He prayed that we would be one with the Father as He is one with the Father, it is the Holy Spirit that would bring about that oneness.
Just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us…..23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity!
It is the Holy Spirit that enables us to have a relationship with the Father and the Son in the first person.
Back to another portion of Scripture that we used last week that speaks of this first person relationship with God….


Romans 8:12 - 15 (NIV) 12Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it.  13For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live,  14because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 
And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 
Is this the way that we approach God? You cannot get any more into a first person relationship with God then to address Him in your prayers as Abba, Daddy or Papa!

The word Father is a powerful and all revealing word in Scripture.
In teaching us how to pray Jesus instructs us to address God as our Father! This then is how you should pray…Our father who art in Heaven!

I read about a Muslim woman from Pakistan who gave the testimony of her conversion into Christianity.

For many years her husband had been a major figure in the Pakistani government. She told about reading the New Testament and how impossible it was for her to believe that people could begin a prayer with the words “Our Father”.  One thing that she knew about Allah was that he was not like humans. He was greater than human beings and infinitely different; human categories could never be used to describe Him, and certainly not one as personal and direct as “Father”.

 She said that when she first came to faith in Jesus Christ, her first response was to lift her heart and say, Father, and the moment she uttered the word, she fell on the floor in absolute terror of being killed for her impertinence. But instead, the heavenly Father came to her in all His love and compassion, and she heard one word: “Daughter.”  She recalled, I wept uncontrollably at the reality that God in His sovereignty and greatness could belong to me in that kind of personal and intimate relationship!

The Church leaders of the first three centuries emphasized the fatherhood of God. Their personal love for God the Father influenced their work, theologies, and lives profoundly. It determined their prayers, their liturgy, their doxologies, and even their creeds.

The apostle’s creed’s first article says this:

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
    the Creator of heaven and earth,
    and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:

 Note what comes first in the Apostles creed: I believe in God the Father!

 Before an assertion of Gods Sovereignty or the recognition of Him as Creator, the source of all things, comes the affirmation of His Fatherhood. The beginning of all things comes from a Father!

 The family metaphor is primary in the early Church. In the Middle Ages and still today the understanding of God as judge and the language of courtrooms and laws predominate, but this understanding is secondary for the earliest Church fathers.

 For them the concepts of reconciliation and healing were even more important than that of justification.

 Their understanding of God was far more personal and I believe far more powerful!

  Elevating the picture of God as Father so it is the primary image we have of God does not diminish His other roles, but enables us to understand them better.

 If the judge is our father, the judicial process is going to be very different from a process in which he is just an impartial third party.

Before God ever created a creature, He was Father!

 This is who He is in His essence from all eternity!

And this is how He wants to be known by us today! In the first person of Fatherhood!

How about you this morning? Is your relationship with God in the first or the third person? 

Do you talk about Him, work for Him and read of Him or do you Talk with Him, work with Him and read with Him?

When you cry out to God in your prayers do you cry out to Him Abba Father. Daddy God.

The power and potential for living a Christ like life and accomplishing Gods will for us here on earth will require that we have a first person singular relationship with God. That we see and understand and comprehend God in the first person of personal and intimate relationship.
God didn’t tell Moses to introduce Him to His people as “He is”, but God told Moses to introduce Him to His people as I Am!

In fact, by saying it that way it wasn’t really Moses introducing God as much as God introducing Himself.

I Am that I Am!
Throughout His time on earth, Christ revealed by example what this kind of love relationship was like. He depended completely on His Father for daily direction, power, and provision and obediently carried out every instruction. He often left the demands of ministry just to find a secluded place to be alone with God the Father. We know Jesus successfully conveyed the riches of this relationship to His disciples, because in John 14:8, Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father”—he wanted to know Him the way Christ did.

Do you long for that kind of intimacy with God? He wants to relate to you as a Father to His child, and He’s given you the privilege of drawing near to Him

 This morning is it your desire to have a relationship with God in the first person? Is it your desire to meet Him as He wants to be met, face to face and heart to heart?
 Is your relationship with Him truly a father/son father/daughter, father/child relationship?


