JULY 19TH, 2020 – PREK TO 2ND GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
SPECIAL PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE: BALAAM AND HIS DONKEY
This lesson will help younger children understand that although they may not see God, He is always there to guide them along the way.
COLORING PAGE: BALAAMS DONKEY (Materials: pdf, crayons or markers)

WORSHIP TIME & BIBLE VERSE "The Lord will guide you always” Isaiah 58:11a NIV
Sing this little song several times with the children to help them memorize this short verse. Sing to the tune of "The Itsy Bitsy Spider."

The Lord will guide you always
The Lord will guide me too
The Lord will guide you always
The Lord will guide me too
The Lord will guide you always
Whatever you will do
From Isaiah Fifty Eight, Eleven I know this is true.

BIBLE STORY
Let the children hold their donkeys during story time. After the introduction, read the children's version of the story. As an option, you can read the story about Balaam and his donkey directly from the Bible (Numbers 22:21-35).
Introduction: Our Bible story today is from the Old Testament of the Bible. It is about a donkey that belonged to a man named Balaam. However, this was no ordinary donkey. Let's find out what was so special about this cute animal.

STORY: BALAAM’S DONKEY (Materials: picture of donkey, optional)
A long time ago, even before baby Jesus came to live with us on earth, there was a man named Balaam. Can you say Balaam? Balaam once was a good prophet of God, but now he was not following God’s will. Instead, he did whatever he wanted, even when God said, “No Balaam!”
The king of Moab wanted Balaam to come and send a curse on their enemies. But the enemies of Moab happened to be God’s chosen people, the Israelites. So of course God said, “NO Balaam, don’t go!” But Balaam didn’t listen. Eventually, he decided to go to Moab and do what the king wanted.
Numbers 22: 23-35 (Paraphrased)
Balaam got up from bed very early in the morning for his long journey. He would be traveling with the prince from Moab. “Wow what an honor!” he thought to himself, not even thinking that God may be very angry because of his disobedience. Balaam leaped up on his trusted donkey, and along with his two servants followed right behind the prince.
Everything was great. Balaam had a big smile on his face. Then suddenly, his donkey saw an angel of the Lord with a sharp sword right there in the middle of the path, blocking the way. So instead of going straight ahead, she ran into a nearby field to avoid being hurt by the sword. But Balaam didn’t see anything. He was so upset that his donkey would do such a thing. "How embarrassing!" he thought.
”You bad donkey,” Balaam yelled as he beat her with a stick. Finally, he was able to get the sore donkey back onto the path.
After going a little farther, they came to a narrow passage with steep walls of rock on both sides. The donkey once again saw the angel of the Lord blocking the way, so she moved as close to the wall as possible to avoid being hurt by the sword. But as she did, Balaam’s foot was crushed against the rocks, and he became very angry again.
”You dumb donkey!” Balaam yelled, as he beat her several more times with a stick.
A little farther along the way, the angel of the Lord appeared yet again. Balaam still couldn’t see the angel, but the donkey could. There was no way to turn this time. The donkey thought to herself, “What can I do now? I can’t go left, I can’t go right, and I can’t even back up.” She did the only thing possible, and sat down right there on the path.
“What a stupid donkey!” Balaam cried out as he beat her even harder than before.
Suddenly, the donkey turned to Balaam, and opened her mouth and said, “Hey! What did I do to you that you should beat me three times with a stick?”
For some reason, Balaam wasn’t impressed when he heard his donkey speak. He only answered, “You made me look like a fool, not following the path, and crushing me against the wall, then sitting down like a stubborn old mule. If I only had a sword, I’d stick it in you right now.”
“Why are you saying this?” the donkey replied. “Haven’t I been faithful to you all these years? Have I ever tried to harm you or make you look foolish?”
Just then, Balaam saw the angel of the Lord standing there in the road. He fell to his knees and put his face very low to the ground to show his respect.
Then the angel of the Lord spoke to Balaam, “Why are you beating your donkey? She saw me in the path, and didn’t come near because she knew I would strike you with my sword. You asked me before if you could go to Moab, and I said, 'NO Balaam!' But you went anyway. You asked for my guidance, and I tried to guide you to do the right thing, but you did not listen.”
Then Balaam realized he had sinned against the Lord. He would continue on his journey with the prince after all, but God would not let him curse His people. The Word of the Lord was final, "NO Balaam!"
THE END
Discussion Questions:
1. Did God want Balaam to go to Moab? (No.)
2. But did Balaam obey God? (No.)
3. What did the donkey see on the road to Moab? (An angel of the Lord with a sword.)
4. How did Balaam treat his donkey? (Bad, he beat her with a stick three times.) 
5. Why wasn’t Balaam able to see the angel of the Lord at first? (Although God tried to guide Balaam to do the right thing, Balaam did not listen, instead he chose to disobey God.)
6. Should we ever do anything the Lord doesn't want us to do? (No.) Why? (Allow for answers.)
ACTIVITY: ROBOT WALK Although we may not hear His actual voice, God will guide us by touching our hearts. 

WHAT YOU WILL DO: Have the children get together in pairs. One child will be the robot, and the other will stand behind and be the commander of the robot. Instead of speaking, however, the commander will tell the robot which way to go by touch. The robot must pay close attention to know what to do. Give the following simple instructions to everyone.
      When the commander presses the robot's left shoulder, the robot must go left.
      When the commander presses the robot's right shoulder, the robot must go right.
      When the commander presses the middle of the robot's back, the robot must go straight ahead.
      When the commander does not press anything, the robot must stop.
Have the commanders guide their robots around the room for few minutes, then switch and let the robots be the commanders.
WHAT YOU WILL SAY: Ask the children:
     Did you have fun being guided around the room?
     Would it have been easier if the commanders were able to tell you what to do?
     Were you able to know which way to go even without words?
We may not be able to hear God's actual voice, but He can still be our guide. When we choose to follow him, He will guide us by touching our hearts. 
ALTERNATE ACTIVITY: TELEPHONE DRAW
Like the familiar game "Telephone" but instead of words, use pictures. Have the children sit down at the table with pencil and paper and close their eyes. The teacher starts by drawing a simple picture, for example a house, car, or dog, and shows it to the first child. The first child opens his or her eyes and draws the same picture. Then he or she shows their picture to the next child in turn, who repeats the drawing, and so on until the last child draws a picture. Compare the first and last pictures to see how much they have changed.

Use this activity to explain to the children that God doesn't always use words to tell us what to do, but if we pay attention, we will know He is there to guide us.
PRAYER/SNACK Start by praying to God and thanking Him for guiding us each day. While enjoying a snack, talk about how God guides us in our lives today by giving us the Bible, teachers, parents, and many others to keep us from doing the wrong thing.



What We Learned: Today's lesson was on Balaam and his donkey, which helped younger children understand that although they may not see God, He is always there to guide them along their way. (Scripture used: Numbers 22:21-35) 
Words to Remember: (Bible versions used are selected to help young children learn and understand the meaning of scripture.) "The Lord will guide you always" Isaiah 58:11a NIV Practice this verse several times with your child during the week. This will not only help your child to remember the verse, but also it will help to reinforce what he or she learned during class. 
Suggested Parent/Child Activity: While you are driving home from the store, church, or school, ask your child if he or she is ever afraid that you won't be able to find the way back home. Explain that he or she can take comfort in knowing that you will always be able to find your way back home, even if you are in another state or country. You can use maps to find your way home. Show your child a map, find the route to church, and then back home. Go on to explain that God provides a map to show us how to get to our heavenly home. God's map is called the Bible. 
Daily Prayer: Dear Lord, we take comfort in knowing that You care for us and give us directions on the best way to live. Please help us listen to Your still small voice and give us wisdom to follow where You lead us. Thank You for giving us the Bible as well. Amen.
