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YOUNG HATS – The Little Mermaid

21st March 2014

This is a delightful story and was portrayed very well indeed by Young HATS thanks to the Production Team led by Director Joanna Stevens and this group of talented young people.

The opening was lovely with the whole cast appearing at different levels and all looking great in their costumes.  The story unfolded on the Ocean Surface where we met Prince Eric, played by James Tweedy and Grimsby (Alexander Stevens) both starting things off in excellent fashion in their boat.

Triton’s Court was the next scene with Thomas Fox as a very regal King Triton with Hannah Carlton, Hattie Pemberton, Emily Albertella, Lily Alliston, Rhian Hamilton and Sarah Sievwright as the glamorous Mersisters.  Then we went to Wonderland where we met Scuttle the Seagull (lovely performance from Oliver Stevens throughout).

Ursula’s Lair was the next scene and we were treated to a really professional “baddie” performance from Lauren Noyes.  All the scenes were well handled and when we came to Ariel’s Grotto, there was a lovely song from Ariel, played by Ruby Thomas who gave real meaning to the part – such good acting.  Sebastian and the Sea Creatures then gave us the memorable “Under the Sea.”  (I was humming it for some time afterwards).  Sebastian is a lovely part and Sam Fantucchio gave a great performance.

There were so many other good performances in this production – Megan Noya as Flounder, Alivia Dicker as Flotsam, Gemma Manktellow as Jetsam, Stuart Carlton as Pilot, Chloe Grayling as Carlotta, Kate Manktellow as Seahorse and the Gulls (played by Charlie Moon, Will Tweedy and Edward Stevens).  Will Tweedy also played Chef Louis and his performance was much enjoyed.

The Chorus is always a most important part of any show and they all worked so well to add to the enjoyment of the whole thing.

There were a lot of other hardworking people involved backstage who dealt with costumes, scenery, lighting, makeup and all the other things that go to make a successful show.  The programme was well laid out with lovely colour photographs.

Joanne Stevens, Chris & Linda Thompson and Rachel and Charlotte Coleman should all be very happy that their direction and teaching through the rehearsal period was very worthwhile.
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