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TITLE: THE GREATEST GIFT
TEXT: Jn. 14:1-21, Heb. 9:14; Jn 17:20-23; 

Ro. 8:1-4 & 11-15

INTRODUCTION: I think that possibly one of our most neglected doctrines in the Church today is the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Do we really understand just how significant and important the Holy Spirit is in our day to day lives as a Christian?

The tenderest scene in the Gospel of John is one that takes place on the night before the cross. Jesus bids farewell to His friends, who for three years have forsaken home, family, and vocation to follow Him.

 As the months have passed, their affection and attachment to Jesus have deepened. Now they are convinced that He is the King for whom Israel has waited.

 But Jesus is not under any illusions. He knows that the following day will bring what seems to be tragedy and not triumph to these 12 men who have become so close to Him, and He sees it as His task to prepare His friends for what awaits Him.

So Jesus has these words for them….

John 14:1 - 21 (NIV) 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God£; trust also in me.  2In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.  3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  4You know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  7If you really knew me, you would know£ my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 8Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
 9Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time?

 Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  10Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.  11Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.  12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  13And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  14You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 15“If you love me, you will obey what I command.  16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be£ in you.  18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.  20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.  

The doctrine of the Holy Spirit is revealed to us in a pretty dynamic way in these verses of Scripture..

What is the comfort that Jesus is offering His disciples with here that will get them through the hard times that lie in their immediate future as they all will endure the agony of the cross?

Jesus comforts them with the promise of a gift!
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth.

Jesus has previously introduced the Holy Spirit to them in a very revealing way…
7If you really knew me, you would know£ my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”

Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. 

11Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me;

But you know him, for he lives with you and will be£ in you

What was Jesus saying to His friends here?

He was telling them that He and the Father are one and when looking for the Father they had to look no further them Himself…
The unifying Link between Jesus and the Father is the Holy Spirit..
11Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me…
And then comes the promise of the gift.
But you know him, for he lives with you and will be£ in you!

Who was Jesus talking about who lives with them and would be in them?

The Holy Spirit! The Holy Spirit was with them in the present because He was inside of Jesus and that same spirit would soon be imparted into their very lives as well.
But you know him, for he lives with you and will be£ in you!

The last gift that Jesus wants to leave with them is the person of the Holy Spirit.

 These men have built their lives around Jesus, and to them the prospect of life without Him is almost unthinkable.
Their memories of life before Jesus are exceedingly misty and grey, and each one knows that he could never return to a pre-Jesus existence. 

Jesus attempts to alleviate their pain by telling them that He will send another to take His place.

 This one will continue where He left off. This one will continue to guide, instruct, and comfort them.
 In fact, He will live with them forever, finishing in them what Jesus had begun.
 The one who is being sent to them is the Spirit of Jesus Himself!

It took me a while to realize that the Spirit whom Jesus gave to His disciples, and us, was not just the third person of the trinity but it was the very Same Spirit that empowered Jesus’s own life and ministry!

 The Holy Spirit was the one who initiated Christ conception.  It was the Holy Spirit who anointed Jesus at His Baptism.
 The word Christ comes from the Greek:

khris-tos'
anointed, the anointed one

So it was the Holy Spirit that made Jesus the Christ, the anointed one.
It was the Holy Spirit who led Jesus and sustained Him through His temptation in the wilderness.
The Holy Spirit was the source of Jesus power over the demonic, and it was the Holy Spirit that enabled Him to endure the cross.

Hebrews 9:14 (NIV) 14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God...

It was the Holy Spirit, with the Father, who raised Jesus from the dead.

The Holy Spirit was the key to the earthly life of Jesus.
Now, on Jesus last night before the cross, Jesus tells His disciples that He wanted them to have the same Holy Spirit in their lives that had been in His own.
But you know him, for he lives with you and will be£ in you!

How was the Spirit living with them? The Spirit was living within Christ and since Christ was living with them so was the Holy Spirit!

You know him, for he lives with you ------

and will be in you!

The exact same Holy Spirit that empowered and enabled Jesus to do what Jesus did when He was here was being offered as a gift to His 12 closest friends (and us) so that they (as well as we) could continue the same ministry as Jesus after Jesus departed.
12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  13And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  14You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing!

Now the most exciting part of this is this….

 The exact same Spirit that indwelt and enabled Jesus to do the things that Jesus did when He walked this earth, is the exact same Spirit that the Disciples received that enabled them to do the things that they did when they walked this earth and it is the exact same Spirit that indwells you and I as a believer today…

John 17:20 - 23 (NIV) 20“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,  21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

Jesus said: 22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:
What was the glory that the Father had given the Son that brought complete unity between the Father and the Son?

 The Glory was the Holy Spirit!

23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

Does it excite you to realize that the exact same Spirit that lived in Christ and enabled and empowered Jesus to life the life that He lived when He walked this earth is living within you and I as Believers today as well? 
We have the exact same Holy Spirit dwelling within us that dwelt within Christ!

So if the exact same Holy Spirit that enabled and empowered Jesus to live the life He lived while He walked this earth is in us then we have the exact same ability and power to walk as Jesus walked!

And this is what the Apostle Paul is telling us in:

Romans 8:1 - 4 (NIV) 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. 
 And so he condemned sin in sinful man,  4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.
 Did you catch that?

2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 

What is the Law of the Spirit of life?

The Holy Spirit is the law of the Spirit of life!

Now read this Scripture with that thought implied….

2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life (The Holy Spirit that indwells me) set me free from the law of sin and death. 

 3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

The exact same Holy Spirit that lived in Jesus is alive within us! It IS THE EXACT SAME SPIRIT!

What does that mean? For one thing it means that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us! God has given us the ability to live that same life that Jesus lived! He has empowered us with the same Spirit.
The righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

As a Christian one of  the things that most separates us from Christ is the choices that we often make..
Those times when we choose to live according to our sinful nature instead of choosing to live according to the Holy Spirit.
Scripture tells us that Jesus was tempted in every way just as we are yet He was without sin.
Think about that for a moment! Jesus was tempted in every way just as we are…
That means that Jesus would have been tempted to lie, cheat, steal and He would have been tempted sexually.
These are some of the temptations that we all face in our life and if Jesus was tempted in every way just as we are then He was temped in these areas also.
The difference is that Jesus never once gave into the temptation! He never sinned.
How did He do that? By always yielding to the Holy Spirits direction in His life.
We have the exact same Spirit living within us so we have the same capability once we receive that Spirit.
We just need to learn to live according to the Spirit that lives within us.
The righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

God would not present this as a possibility if it were not possible!

Gods gifts us with the gift of the Holy Spirit but when we receive that gift it comes with responsibility….
 Romans 8:11 - 15 (NIV) 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. 
 12Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it.  13For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live,  14because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.£ And by him we cry, “Abba,£ Father.” 

12Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 

Obligation= of-i-let'-ace
an ower, that is, a person indebted

What then is our obligation as a Christian if it is not to our sinful nature? What is it that we are indebted to do as a Christian?

 Our obligation is to live our lives according to the Holy Spirit of Christ that we have been given.
Our obligation is to live the same kind of life that Jesus lived because it is the same Spirit that indwells our hearts that indwelt His.
He didn’t leave us as orphans but He left us with another helper, He left us with the Spirit of Himself to guide and direct and enable us to live as we have been called to live.
If we don’t live according to the Holy Spirit’s direction and guidance then we will sin.
If we live according to the Holy Spirit’s direction and guidance we will not sin.
Do you want to know how to live a sanctified life as a Christian then always live being led by the Spirit.
Whether we do or not will always come back to one thing…Free will! Free will was a sovereign act of God at Creation and He will never interfere with or take away our right of choice.
Paul talks about that struggle of free will for the Christian in Romans Chapter 7…I don’t understand what I do, for the good that I want to do I do not do but the evil that I don’t want to do that I keep on doing….Go on chapter 8 …

No matter how saved that we are we still have our free will intact and everything that we do is reduced to a matter of choice!.
The difference is after we received Christ into our life and received His Spirit into our hearts we have an alternate choice to sin that we really didn’t have before.
We have the power of God to defeat sin in our life but we must make the choice to follow the Spirits direction and guidance.
We do that by asking ourselves in each and every moment of the day, WWJD and then act accordingly...
Some will say but we are flesh and blood and have a nature to sin so we will always sin.
If that is really true then God has told a non-truth…..

God has said that: the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.
 God doesn’t deal in non-possibilities! If God says that something is possible then it is possible!

But we can find out the truth of this for ourselves…

Devote one day, one 24 hour period to this….

As soon as you open your eyes in the morning pray. Pray before your feet hit the ground and covenant with God that anything that you do or say this day will be run before God before you do or say it.

 Before you do anything or say anything ask yourself the question WWJD or WWJS and then act accordingly…..In that way you will be following the Spirits leading all day long…. Now if you are honest with yourself in this task and ask yourself the question and respond accordingly I will almost guarantee that you will get through that day without sinning.

 Do you agree?  Now do that same thing every day for a week and you will get through a week without sin…

 Now there are a lot of factors that can enter into this equation. Physical illness, hormonal issues, chemical imbalance and many other things that we are subject to as fallen human beings that will make living a perfectly sanctified and holy life not very likely..

And God knows and allows for that….

In 1st John 1:9 God is speaking to the Church, the saved when He says: That if we confess our sins He is faithful and just and forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness!

But the point really isn’t if we do or not as much as it is that God has made it possible where it was not possible before..
What the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering so he condemned sin in sinful man in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us who do not live according to the sinful nature but by the Spirit!

Church, the point is that we have received power from on high!

We have the same Spirit within us that was within Christ Jesus!

 Jesus Himself said that we would do, not just what He did when He was hear, but we would do even greater things than that!

How is that possible? Through the work of the Holy Spirit and that Spirit has now been multiplied millions of times over.
Every true believer has the Holy Spirit of Christ living within them so the Spirit of Christ is in a whole lot more places than it was when it was just within Jesus..
When Jesus ascended to Heaven and sent His Holy Spirit to indwell His Church what He did was magnify and multiply the presence of Himself on planet Earth.
Each of us is to bear His image to the world in which we live! Each of us is an extension of His Gospel that is still be written.
God has gifted us with a wonderful gift! His Holy Spirit! The question is what is it we are doing with that gift? Are we using it? Are we allowing it to work His miraculous work of regeneration in our life and within our world?

Do we see and understand the potential that we really have in Christ?

It is only as we do come to a place of realizing our potential as a Christian, empowered by the very Spirit of God, that we will ever see our neighbors, our nation and our world truly won to Christ..
And that is our calling…. Are we up for that challenge?


