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TITLE: The Good Guys always Wins!

TEXT: Ezek. 36:24,28,33-36; Ezek. 37:21-22; 

Ezek. 38: 1-16; 1 Thess. 4:13-18

INTRODUCTION: One of the pleasant memories that I have as a Child is that on the old TV shows and movies, especially the old westers, one thing that you could count on was the good guys always winning.
 Roy Rogers, Bat Masterson,  Kit Carson, The Lone Ranger and Annie Oakley often found themselves in some pretty tight situations, most often against the bad guys, but in the end the good guys always won…..And you could normally know who the good guy was because they would most often be the one with the white hat.
No matter how dire the situation looked for your favorite character you would know that by the end of the show they would land on top.
This is not always true in the television and movies of today. Sometimes the good guys appear to loose.
I like historically based movies and one of my favorites over the last several years is the movie Brave Heart. It is the story of a Scotsman named William Wallace who around the year 1290 tried to unite the clans of Scotland together and lead his countrymen to victory over the tyrannies of English rule, England at that time was under the rule of the ruthless King Edward the Long-shanks.

 William Wallace is the greatest hero of Scottish folklore. And the first time I watched this movie I fully expected for the good guy to win… Then toward the end of the movie William Wallace is captured by Long-shanks and put to death by impalement.
 When this happened I can remember thinking, hey, wait a minute! The good guy is always supposed to win!

Then as the movie finished its final scene I discovered that the good guy did win---just not in the way that I had perceived that they should.
 As William Wallace is being tortured by being impaled by an English executioner and the executioner is trying to get Wallace to denounce his country of Scotland and beg King Edward the Long-shanks for the mercy of a quick death, Wallace indicates that he wants to say something…The executioner quiets the gathered crowd thinking that Wallace is about to denounce Scotland and beg Long-shanks forgiveness…Instead Wallace musters all the strength that he has left in his dying body and screams out the word FREEDOM!

At this the executioner shakes his head and then be-heads Wallace.

William Wallace did in his death what he could not accomplish in his life. His dying cry for freedom resonated with his Scottish countrymen and it is what finally united the clans of Scotland together and they then  rose up, united together and defeated the English and drove them out of their land.
 The battle cry they used was the word that Wallace died proclaiming…FREEDOM!

Not the ending I would have personally chosen but in reflection….in the end the good guy did win!

This is an important truth for us to grasp and hold on to as a Christian today…The good guy always wins!

It is an important truth for us to grasp because it often seems, in our day to day lives, as we see all the evil in the world around us, an evil that often seems to be prevailing, that we may feel just the opposite.. That maybe the good guy doesn’t always win after all.
But the good guy winning is the ultimate promise of Scripture..
I love eschatology. Eschatology is “a branch of theology concerned with the final events in the history of the world or of mankind.”
Scripturally speaking it is the study of End time’s events.

 Any serious student of eschatology today would have to recognize that what we see happening in our world today is the fulfillment of biblical prophecies made thousands of years ago through the prophets.

 Words spoken by prophets of God such as Ezekiel and Daniel and John’s revelation on the Island of Patmos and the words Jesus himself spoke about the end of the age seem to be the headlines of today.

We see things happening in our world today that would have seemed like impossibility 75-100 years ago.

Things that seemed like impossibility from human perspective but things that the Bible teaches would clearly happen.

Because of Israel’s consistent rebellion against God,  God turned them over to severe Judgments at times, The Babylonian Captivity then The Assyrian captivity in 722 BC.  And most recently in 70 AD when Rome destroyed the Temple in Jerusalem, laid waste to the towns within Judea and the Jewish people were dispersed among the nations. 

The Jews became a scattered people without a homeland.  Almost 2000 years later, well into the beginning of the 20th century the Jews were still a dispersed people without a homeland.

As recently as the beginning of the 20th century the prophecies about the Jews living within their own homeland, being their own nation made by prophets such as Ezekiel seemed to be an impossibility…

At the time of WW2 the Jews were still a dispersed people living among the nations with no nation of their own, as they had been ever since the year 70 AD.

Yet in 722 BC the prophet Ezekiel said this:

Ezekiel 36:24 ,28, 33-36 (NIV) 24“‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land.  

  28You will live in the land I gave your forefathers; you will be my people, and I will be your God.  
 33“‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: On the day I cleanse you from all your sins, I will resettle your towns, and the ruins will be rebuilt.  34The desolate land will be cultivated instead of lying desolate in the sight of all who pass through it.  35They will say, “This land that was laid waste has become like the Garden of Eden; the cities that were lying in ruins, desolate and destroyed, are now fortified and inhabited.”  36Then the nations around you that remain will know that I the LORD have rebuilt what was destroyed and have replanted what was desolate. I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’


Ezekiel 37:21 - 22 (NIV) 21….. ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will take the Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring them back into their own land.  22I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There will be one king over all of them and they will never again be two nations or be divided into two kingdoms. 
Before WW2, the Israelites were still a people dispersed throughout the nations as they had been for nearly 2000 years!

And many Bible scholars of that day were confused by this prophecy of Ezekiel that spoke, of not just Israel becoming a nation again and in the very land that God had given to their forefathers with Jerusalem as the capital, but that the land itself would become like the Garden of Eden! 

A land that had been arid and desert and desolate for centuries.

And then after WW2 where over 25 million Jews had been slaughtered in the holocaust, the Jewish state, against all odds, rose up from the ashes of history and became a nation.

On May 14th 1948 the "Palestinian" Jews finally declared their own State of Israel and became "Israelis” with Jerusalem as their capitol.
Ezekiel’s prophecy made some 2000 years earlier had come true.
And since that time the land itself has went through a miraculous rebirth.  Much of what was once arid and desolate land has become some of the most productive in the region. 

Today Israel has the largest GDP, gross domestic product, of all of its neighbors. A few years ago

Egypt had a GDP of 81 Billion dollars.

Syria had a GDP of 26 Billion dollars.

Lebabon had a GDP of 21 Billion dollars.

Jordan had a GDP of 12 Billion dollars.

While Israel had a GDP of 123 Billion dollars.

Despite a population of only 7 million people, Israel is now home of 6,600 millionaires! Of these 70 possess liquid assets of 30 million dollars or more.
 Of the 500 wealthiest people in the world in 2006-- 6 were Israelis.
Today Israel has become an economic powerhouse, one of the world’s high tech leaders.
 Founder of Microsoft, Bill Gates, on his first visit to Israel said that “Israel is like a part of Silicon Valley.” 

And it is not just high-tech successes that Israelis are experiencing today. Israel now leads the world in exports of industrial oils, fertilizers, and polished diamonds.  In 2005 the tiny Jewish state placed eighth worldwide in per capita exports!

It is estimated that within 20 years Israel could very well be one of the ten richest countries in the world.
All of this was prophesized over 2000 years ago by the prophet Ezekiel.
  33“‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: … I will resettle your towns, and the ruins will be rebuilt.  34The desolate land will be cultivated instead of lying desolate in the sight of all who pass through it.  35They will say, “This land that was laid waste has become like the Garden of Eden; the cities that were lying in ruins, desolate and destroyed, are now fortified and inhabited.”  36Then the nations around you that remain will know that I the LORD have rebuilt what was destroyed and have replanted what was desolate. I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’

In eschatology, the study of end times events, many scholars feel like the start of end time’s prophecy begins with this event of the rebirth of the Jewish state! It is thee sign of the times!

If that is true, and I believe that it is, then in 1948, with the miracle of Israel’s rebirth---Israel’s once again becoming a nation, it started the prophetic time-clock that starts the countdown to the end of the age and the second coming of Jesus Christ.
And if Ezekiel’s prophesy was so right on the mark about the rebirth of the nation of Israel and the renewed prosperity of the land, then one has to conclude that the rest of his prophetic words are just as true and we are right at the door of seeing them fulfilled as well.

In fact we are seeing them fulfilled in the headlines of today.
 In the next chapters of the book of Ezekiel, chapters 38-39, Ezekiel talks about a coming war where the nations to the north of Israel will gather and come against her with the purpose of total annihilation of the Jewish state. 
 Ezekiel 38:1 - 16 (NIV) 1The word of the LORD came to me:  2“Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the chief prince of£ Meshech and Tubal; prophesy against him  3and say:

 ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against you, O Gog, chief prince of£ Meshech and Tubal.  4I will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your whole army—your horses, your horsemen fully armed, and a great horde with large and small shields, all of them brandishing their swords.  5Persia, Cush£ and Put will be with them, all with shields and helmets,  6also Gomer with all its troops, and Beth Togarmah from the far north with all its troops—the many nations with you. 7“‘Get ready; be prepared, you and all the hordes gathered about you, and take command of them.  8After many days you will be called to arms. In future years you will invade a land that has recovered from war, whose people were gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate. They had been brought out from the nations, and now all of them live in safety.  9You and all your troops and the many nations with you will go up, advancing like a storm; you will be like a cloud covering the land. 10“‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: On that day thoughts will come into your mind and you will devise an evil scheme.  11You will say, “I will invade a land of unwalled villages; I will attack a peaceful and unsuspecting people—all of them living without walls and without gates and bars. 
  ----14“Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: In that day, when my people Israel are living in safety, will you not take notice of it? 

 15You will come from your place in the far north, you and many nations with you, all of them riding on horses, a great horde, a mighty army. 
 16You will advance against my people Israel like a cloud that covers the land. In days to come, O Gog, I will bring you against my land, so that the nations may know me when I show myself holy through you before their eyes. 
Ezekiel here talks about a coming invasion against the renewed nation of Israel….

It is interesting to see who these invading armies consist of that Ezekiel prophesied…

Some of the names Ezekiel uses that comprise this invading army are:

Gog, Magog, Meshech and Tubal
5Persia, Cush, Put and, 6also Gomer
& Togarmah.

Many expositors believe Gog is the name of a ruler rather than a nation. It can translate as ruler or prince.

It can be concluded that Gog is a person from the region of Magog who is the prince, the chief ruler, over the geographical area, or the countries, Meshech and Tubal.

 These land areas or countries appear to be located generally toward the south of the Black and Caspian seas in the modern countries of Russia and Turkey,..

Persia is modern day Iran

Cush is modern day Ethiopia

Put is normally identified as Libya.

Gomer is believed to be Turkey 

and Beth Togarmah is thought to be the Central Asian Islamic republics.
If this is correct then this invading army will consist of Russia and former Soviet states (what Ezekiel called Magog, Rosh, Meshech and Tubal)                 Iran (Persia)                                                          Sudan and Ethiopia (Cush )                               Libya, Tunisia and Algeria (Put)                       Turkey (Gomer)                                                   Syria, Lebanon, possibly Jordan ("many peoples with you"including those along the "mountains of Israel")                                                                     Central Asian Islamic republics (Beth Togarmah)
Now notice what is going on in our world right now…

Iran is on a fast track to develop nuclear weapons. 
 Iran’s previous president, an Islamic radical, had publicly stated on more than one occasion that he intends to wipe Israel off of the map. As a devout Shiite Muslim, he is telling colleagues in Tehran that he believes the end of the world is rapidly approaching. He also believes that the way to hasten the coming of the Islamic Messiah known as the “Hidden Imam” or the “Mahdi” is to launch a catastrophic global jihad, first against Israel (the “little Satan”) and then against the U.S. (the “Great Satan”). 
What’s more, Iran is widely believed to be pursuing nuclear weapons that would give them the ability to carry out these apocalyptic religious views.

Russian president Vladimir Putin today is building an alliance with Iran furnishing them with arms and helping them in their  capability of becoming a nuclear state! 

At no other time in history would anyone have believed that Iran and Russia would form any kind of alliance! Yet that is exactly what Russia and Iran are doing today!

All of these other nations listed by Ezekiel are Muslim states in the region that hate Israel and would like nothing better to see them totally destroyed!

Ezekiel not only gave proper names for the nations that would mass together and attack Israel but he also gave their geographic location as well! To the far north of Israel! 

Get a globe and draw a line to the far north of Israel and you will find Russia at the end of the line!

The point is, for the first time in history we see the potentiality of this happening and maybe in the not so distant future!  Iran is thought to be within just  a couple years or less  of developing nuclear weapons and missile systems capable of striking Israel and possibly even the eastern seaboard of the United States and central Europe!

 Iran has publicly stated that in the name of Islam they are willing to destroy Israel and only a fool would doubt their intensions of doing just that if they had the means to do it!

They see it as a way to hasten the coming of the Islamic messiah! The Hidden Imam!

Vladimir Putin, the now president of Russia wants to see the former glory of Mother Russia restored such as in the days of the Czars and dominate the world-- and is even now conspiring with Iran. For the first time Russia is now a big player in the middle east having come to the defense of the Syrian dictator Bashar Assad..
Folks the stage is being set before our very eyes for this war that Ezekiel describes as the war of Gog and Magog!

You and I today may very well be seeing this 2000 year old prophecy of Ezekiel unfolding before our very eyes.
 The idea of a country like Iran going nuclear and in an alliance with the former Soviet Union and other Islamic nations striking out against Israel and possibly the United States, either directly or by giving a weapon of mass destruction to an Islamic terrorist to do it is a scary thought.
What is going on? I thought that the good guy always wins!

Well, they do! It just may not happen as we expect it to happen..
Again my thoughts go back to the movie Braveheart.
William Wallace died but it was his death that ultimately united the clans of Scotland together and freedom was attained….

Really not so much different from the story of Jesus!

I imagine that as they stood before the cross the disciples thought “what’s going on? I thought that the good guy always wins. 

 What they didn’t realize at that instant was that Jesus had just won in a big way!

With His dying breath Jesus proclaimed “It Is Finished!”

It was from the cross that Jesus obtained the ultimate victory! Victory over death and the grave! Victory over sin and a way for restored relationship between us and God! 

What scripture has taught us is that the good guy ultimately does always win.
 We just need to define who the good guy is.
Jesus says in Matthew that there is only one who is good and that is God! So God always wins!

However, God has given us a way to become one of the good guys so that we can always win also.
The way God has provided for us to become one of the good guys is through our acceptance and embracing of His Son.
The instant we embrace Jesus as the Lord and Savior of our life we become one of the good guys and lay hold of the promise that the good guy always wins.
We will ultimately win whether it is in life or it is in the next one!

William Wallace greatest victory for the freedom of his people came with his death!

Jesus secured His greatest victory of freedom, not in his life but in his death!

The same is true for us as Christians.. Our greatest victory will be realized in death!

Regardless of what we may have to go through in this life or what this life brings, we will see our ultimate victory when we enter the literal presence of the Lord..
One thing about biblical prophecy is that it is going to one day happen!

There will one day be a great invading army coming against Israel from the regions of her north with the intent on her destruction! The question is not if but when!

This prophecy also tells us that God will not allow it to happen but will supernaturally intervene and destroy this invading army in a pretty horrific way.
 Scripture tells us that it will take 7 months to bury all of the dead of these invading armies that the Lord will strike down.

 But this will also start the beginning of the end for the world as we know it. This event will probably be the starting of the prophetic clock that counts down to The last great battle on earth…The battle of Armageddon and the end of the age that ushers in the Second coming of Christ.
Sometime After this battle of Gog and Magog the world will enter a 7 year period of great tribulation where literally all hell will break loose on earth.
 And then the end will come!

But guess what? The good guys always wins…..

Paul speaks about this ultimate victory that is promised to every believer of Jesus Christ:


1 Thessalonians 4:13 - 18 (NIV) 13Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.  14We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.  
15According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.  16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.  18Therefore encourage each other with these words.
The good guys still win!

And so we will be with the Lord forever!

Regardless of what may happen in and to our world, as Christians we have the ultimate promise of victory and restoration through our relationship with Christ Jesus.
The promise of Scripture is that the good guys will win.
So the only question that remains or the most important question that remains is, are you--am I, one of the good guys?

Have we come to Christ, sorry for our sins, sought His forgiveness and made Him the Lord of our life? 

 The world that we live in can be a scary place and the promise of Scripture is that it is going to get even scarier!  Yet we can live our life in all the uncertainty of our world with calm, assurance, courage and even hopeful anticipation because of Gods promise that the good guys always win!  

Have you done what is necessary to become one of the good guys this morning? Having you given your life to Christ?


