Building To Withstand The Storms 

Matthew(7:24-27)
24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:
25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.
26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:
27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.
INTRODUCTION
1. 1998 was quite a year for natural disasters in the state of Florida,hurricanes one after the other,...but in 2005 hurricane Wilma came ashore and clobbered south Florida on Monday Oct. 24 with surprising strength, leaving the entire region damaged, dark and startled by the ferocity of a storm that many hadn't taken seriously enough. The storm killed 25 people cut power to a record 3.2 million or more homes and businesses, affecting more than 6 million people, and stopped water service to many. It reduced some buildings to rubble, forced hospitals to evacuate, punched a sinkhole in interstate 95 and shattered mobile homes, high[[rise windows and peace of mind from belle glade to Miami's Brickell Ave. the storm itself refused to play by the rules.
Be cautious and wise. for Today I am dealing with Matthew!!

   a. Aside from that in 1998 also there were killer tornadoes, devastating fires, destructive hurricanes

   b. Impacting the lives of many people in many ways.
2. Such disasters proved to reveal much about contractors...
   a. We learned that some builders were unscrupulous

   b. Failing to build according to code, many homes and buildings were completely destroyed.
Today I want to make a comparison of the words of Jesus... 

3. Jesus made a parallel between storms and buildings at the end of His sermon - Mt 7:24-27
   a. As He sought to encourage people to act upon His sayings.
   b. Contrasting the difference between those who were doers and not just listeners.
4. In this sermon today, I wish to address the following questions...
   a. What do the "houses" of the wise and foolish builders represent?
   b. What "storms" was Jesus talking about?
   c. How can we "build" so as to be able to withstand the storms?

First I want to identify the "houses" that Jesus was referring to.....
I. THE HOUSES REPRESENT OUR LIVES
   A. EACH OF US IS BUILDING A "LIFE"...
      1. A life that will eventually face the sudden change of life

      2. A life that will have to respond to the many ups and downs that come our way.
   B. WE ARE BUILDING THESE "LIVES" UPON A FOUNDATION...
      1. The foundation is whatever teaching, doctrine, or philosophy to which you subscribe to.
      2. It may be a philosophy or doctrine adopted from others, or developed yourselves.
[Beloved, We cannot escape the fact that we are "builders."
Either way..we must be ...

Building To Withstand The Storms!!!
The question is whether we will be wise or foolish builders.  The tests that will determine are called "storms"...]

II. THE STORMS ARE THINGS WHICH THREATEN OUR WELL-BEING
   A. THIS MAY INVOLVE LITERAL STORMS...
      1. Such as tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, etc.

      2. Which may take away all we own, perhaps even our loved ones

      3. How we respond to such tragedies will reveal the quality of our "building"

         a. Will we be emotionally devastated?

         b. Will we be able to stand strong, willing to continue on without despair?

   B. IT MAY ALSO INVOLVE FIGURATIVE STORMS...
      1. Such as illness, loss of loved ones, financial setbacks etc.etc.
      2. Which may take away our health, family, possessions

      3. Again, how we respond to such tragedies will reveal the quality of our "building"
         a. Will we be emotionally devastated?

         b. Will we be able to stand strong, willing to continue on without despair?
Are we building....
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   C. THEN THERE IS THE FINAL "STORM" OF LIFE...
      1. That of death and the final day of Judgment - cf. He 9:27; 27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:     
Ro 2:4-64 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds:
      2. Which will be the truest test of our "building" (i.e., character) - cf. 
2Co 5:10-1110 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.
      3. The Lord will describe the kind of "builder" (or servant) we have been in two manners....
         a. E.g., "Well done, good and faithful servant..."
Mt 25:2121 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
         b. E.g., "You wicked and lazy servant..." 
Mt 25:2626 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:
[So The longer we live, the more "storms" we are likely to face; and there is the final"storm" that none can escape!  How can we be sure to build our lives so as to withstand the storms?]
we must be 

Building To Withstand The Storms!!!
III. OBEYING JESUS IS THE KEY TO WITHSTANDING THE STORMS
   A. BEING A "HEARER" ONLY IS NOT SUFFICIENT...
      1. Such is foolishness, its like building on a shaky foundation that will not stand the test of storms - 
Mt 7:26-2726 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.
      2. As James wrote, "deceiving only themselves"
Jm 1:22-2422 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.
      3. Like the unscrupulous contractor, the storm will reveal the true quality of one's character
      4. As Moses said, "...your sin will find you out."- Num 32:2323 But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the Lord: and be sure your sin will find you out.
B. WE MUST "DO" WHAT JESUS SAYS...

      1. Those who "do" what Jesus said will be those who withstand the storms - 
Mt 7:24-2524 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.
      2. Because their lives (houses) are built upon the "rock" (a solid foundation)
      3.James went on to write, it is the doer who is blessed in what he does - 
Jm 1:2525 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.
   C. Let's look at ...HOW THE SAYINGS OF JESUS HELP US WITHSTAND THE STORMS...
      1. His saying regarding where to lay up treasure - 
Mt 6:19-2119 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
         a. In which we are told to lay up treasure in heaven,not on earth.
         b. If we heed His words, our hearts will not be distraught if earthly treasures are stolen or lost.
      2. His saying regarding what to seek first - 
Mt 6:3333 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
         a. He is Calling upon all to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.
         b. By heeding His words, we need not have anxiety for the future
      3. Indeed, His sayings provide the basis for a solid foundation in which to build a life...
         a. That will avoid being misled by false prophets
Mt 7:15-2015 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
         b. building a solid foundation by staying on the straight and narrow way that leads to life - 
Mt 7:13-1413 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
         c. building a solid foundation by fulfilling the Law and the Prophets -
Mt 7:1212 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.
         d. With a sound foundation you will receive what good gifts God desires to give His children - 
Mt 7:7-117 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone?10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?
         e. A sure and sound foundation will not let you be judged by some inconsistent standard. 
Mt 7:1-6  Judge not, that ye be not judged.2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.
         f. A sound foundation is Where the necessities of life are provided for 

Mt 6:30-3430 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.
         g. A sure foundation will keep you Free from materialism and anxiety. 
Mt 6:22-2922 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light.23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these
         h. A sure foundation will allow you to store treasure that cannot rust or be stolen -
Mt 6:19-2119 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
         i. A sure foundation With acts of righteousness that are well-pleasing to God is what God is looking for...
Mt 6:1-18Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven.2 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.10 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.11 Give us this day our daily bread.12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face;18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.
         j. A sound foundation with righteousness will surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees - 
Mt 5:20-4820 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.21 Ye have heard that it was said of them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison.26 Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement:32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths:34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne:35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black.37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so?48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
At the end of the day...are you....
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Let us stand in the presence of God.....
CONCLUSION
1. Yes, this is a life that can truly withstand the storms!

   a. Whether it be the literal or figurative storms of every day life, and Matthew is threatening.
   b. Or the storm of the Day of Wrath and Judgment that is yet to come

2. The bottom line is ...What kind of foundation are you building your house (life) upon?

   a. Heed what Jesus is saying, and your life will be solid

   b. Be listeners only, and your life will be as shaky as sand!

Just as Jesus is the Rock-solid foundation of the church (
1Co 3:11; 11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Ep 2:20; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;
1Pe 2:4-6)  To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.
So today let Him be the Rock-solid foundation of your

life! Let Him become the Anchor of your soul and the Storms of Life will pass by gently!!!
