CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH

JUDE 3

I.  INT.

A.  We are living in an age of religious tolerance

1.  By religious tolerance I mean an attitude,

    disposition to be soft, NOT OPPOSE ERROR

a.  Everyone has a right to their own beliefs-Is 

    that so?  We shall look at that in just a moment!

b.  Those who do are accused of “judging, being

     narrow minded, legalist, watchdogs, etc.

B.  What did John say?-I Jn. 4:1

1.  “Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits to see

    if they are of God”

a.  “The spirit of error” is the teacher of error;

     the “spirit of truth” is the teacher of truth

b.  John said “try the spirits”-the teacher-the teaching
c.  How?-Look at Vs. 6-“heareth us”-hears what we
    teach

2.  Some of our brethern are now saying if one is

honest in teaching error, he is not a false teacher

What did John say-I Jn. 4:1-Do we have to know

the heart of man to make this decision? Do the

apostles and teachers of the first century know the

hearts of the teacher? Or was it their doctrine

(teaching)

C.  What did Jude say?-Jude 3

1.  “exhort”-“to urge, exhort, encourage

2.  To do what?
     a. Be passive, indifferent, overlook-No, my friends

b.  “earnestly contend”-the word “earnestly” 

    speaks of vigorous, intense, determined 

    struggle to defeat opposition

c.  That which we are to contend for is “the faith”-

    “The Gospel”-That which “Faith, The Gospel 

    teaches”

d.  That which we are to oppose, speak out against,

    condemn IS false teaching, doctrine-2 Jn. 9-11

1.  What one teaches is his doctrine

2.  What was the doctrine of the Pharisees?-What

they taught-The doctrine of the Seduces? 

D.  THE SENITMENT OF MANY IN AND OUT OF THE

     CHURCH IS TO BE SOFT-DON’T OPPOSE, DON’T

     CONDEMN WHAT OTHERS BELIEVE

     1. There has developed among our own brethern an

              attitude of softness - not to oppose, condemn what

         others believe, every one has a right to their belief

II.  WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH? DOES THE BIBLE 

      TEACH THAT WE ARE TO BE SOFT-NOT OPPOSE OR

      CONDEMN WHAT OTHERS BELIEVE

A.  NO, BRETHERN, IT TEACHES THE VERY OPPOSITE-WHY

BECAUSE THE BIBLE TEACHES “IF THE BLIND”-MATT.

15:9; 

B.  LET’S LOOK AT A FEW SCRIPTURES TOGETHER

1.  I Tim. 4:1-4

a.  How does the Bible deal with false teaching

1)  Calls it doctrines of “devils”

2)  Calls it “lies”
3)  Identifies the false doctrine in this case as
    “forbidding to marry” “commanding to abstain

     from meats

b.  False doctrine is identified-False doctrine is

    condemned

c.  This is the correct way to handle false doctrine-

    Identify it-Expose it by the scripture

d.  Why?-Those who believe and follow error will be

     lost-Mt. 15:14

e.  Listen to verse I Tim. 4:6

2.  2 Tim. 4:2-4

a.  “Reprove,” (convict) “Rebuke”-“to censure, to

    admonish, to forbid”

b.  Who is to be convicted?-Those who sin-Jn. 3:20;

     Sin-Eph. 5:11-False teachers and false doctrine-

     Gal. 1:8-9

3.  2 Tim. 3:16-17

a.  The scriptures are given for that purpose

4.  Acts 4:1-4-Peter and John opposed the Seduces-

     a. The Seduces did not believe in the resurrection

b.  Peter and John opposed them by “preaching the

    resurrection-Acts 4:2

5.  I Jn. 4:1

6.  Eph. 5:11-“expose them-Is this wrong?-If so, the Bible is wrong
7.  NOW, LISTEN CAREFULLY TO TIT. 1:9-NOT BY 
    SWEETNESS-BY SOUND DOCTRINE-DO WHAT?

    “EXHORT AND CONVICT”-How sweet was Peter when

    he corrected Simon-Acts 8:20-23

B.  HOW THIS TO BE DONE-EPH. 4:15

1.  It is to be done in love-love for lost souls both in and

    out of the church

2.  God’s people are to be militant not passive-Jude 3;

     Eph. 6:11-17

C.  FALSE DOCTRINE COMES FROM FALSE MESSAGERS

III.  “DON’T CALL NAMES” REASONS GIVEN

A.  “NOT POPULAR”

1.  WHO are we trying to please”-“men or God”-Gal. 

     1:10

2.  Are we more interested in being popular or in

     pleasing God

B.  “MAKE PEOPLE MAD”

1.  It is true that some will become angry-But is it 

    wrong to call names? We shall look at this in just

    a moment

b.  Fair minded people do not become angry-Acts 17:

    11-12

C.  “CAN’T REACH THE LOST”

1.  They did in the first century

D.  “DON’T SHOW LOVE”

1.  To the contrary, it does show love

2.  When the name of a certain religion is called and
     their doctrine is corrected stated and truth is used

     to expose error it shows love

a.  The purpose in doing so is to save souls

b.  If I saw your house burning down and I called 
     your name and said your house is own fire 

     & I have called the fire department to fight the

     fire wouldn’t you appreciate it?

c.  Or would you rather that I remain silent

d.  Some do not know what is being taught in their 
    church and have never heard the truth

e.  I Jn. 4:1-3, 6

E.  “RUNS PEOPLE OFF”

1.  It is true some will become angry and leave

2.  But fair minded people will not be that way
3.  Some will become angry and try to prove we are
    wrong and learn the truth and become Christians

4.  If I call the name of the Mormon religion and 

    state that they believe in baptism for the dead

a.  That the living can be baptized for those who 

    have already died and I point out from the

    scriptures that only those who “believe and

    are baptized” shall be saved-Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:

                        38; 2:40-That no one can be baptized in your 

                        stead-I have correctly stated their belief and 

                        what the Bible teaches

IV.  DID JESUS AND HIS APOSLES CALL NAMES?

A.  JESUS-Mt. 12:24,34; 15:1,7-9;16:6-12;2:18;23:13,15,23,

       25,27,29

1.  “FOLLOW IN HIS STEPS”-I PET. 2:21-22

B.  PAUL-Acts 13:8-11;I Tim. 1:19-20;2 Tim. 1:15; 2:16-18;

     Tit. 1:9-13; Gal. 1:6-9; I Cor. 3:1-3; 2 Cor. 10:3-5; Acts

     19:23-

1.  May a preacher today do as Paul did in I Tim. 5:20

a.  May one say that Brother Woods’ view on benevolent societies and the sponsoring church

as exemplified by the Herald of Truth, are 

“profane and vain babbling” that led to “more

ungodliness” (church gyms, camps,etc)

b.  May a preacher say that Jack Holt’s view on 

Jesus having two spirits, do as Paul did in 2 Tim.

2:16-18 has overthrown the faith of some

c.  May a preacher do as Paul did regarding Bro.

Homer Hailey  views on divorce & remarriage?

May we say with all kindness and respect, that

if followed, will lead “to more ungodlinss” 

leaving some in adulterous marriage

   d.  Listen to Tit. 1:9-13; I Cor. 11:1

C.  JOHN-3 JN. 9-10; I Jn. 2:1

1. Imagine that! John used the word liar-Did he sin?

D.  STEPHEN-ACTS 7:43
E.  LUKE RECORDED-ACTS 19:24; 23:8
V.  CONCLUSION:

A.  “EARNESTLY CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH”

1.  Demands that we oppose and condemn false 

    doctrine that we may save the sinner

2.  It demands that we sometimes call the names of

    those who teach and lead others astray

B.  “PREACHING THE TRUTH” REQUIRES THAT WE 

     PREACH THE TRUTH, ONLY THE TRUTH AND 

     NOTHING MORE THAN THE TRUTH”

C.  ARE YOU WILLING TO OBEY THAT TRUTH TODAY?

D.  THAT IS WHAT I AM ASKING YOU TO DO RIGHT NOW AS
     WE STAND AND SING
