A interview with Mr
Ronnie Little, taken
at his home in Pome-
royton, Ky on July 12,
2004.

MPHA- When and
where were you born?

R.L- Pomeroyton, Ky
January 6,1934

MPHA-Have you al-
ways lived around this
area?

R.L- 68 years, except
the 2 years spent with
Uncle Sam

MPHA-When did your
family settle here?

R.L- Early 1800’s.

MPHA -Did you come
from a large family?

R.L -No just had ome
brother.

R.L- My dad did, there
was 11 in his family.

MPHA-Did you do a lot
of farming as a boy grow-
ing up?

R.L- Yeah, raised right
here on a farm. Dad had
a country store and a post
office.

MPHA- How did you get
all of your farming done
with just you two boys?

R.L.- We didn’t, my
brother was 8 years older
than me and he didn’t like
to farm. We were farming
with mules. Daddy had to
get some help from some
work hands back then. We
tended tobacco with the
mules and horses. Up until
tractor time.

MPHA- The horses were
a important part of farm-
ing?

R.L-It was the only way up
until mid 50’s or later. That
was the only way we had. No-
body had tractor’s up until
the 50’s.

MPHA- Did your family
keep records of the horses
that they raised?

R.L- No, my daddy kept
them in his head and I've

tried to
some of mine down.
MPHA-Did he have a good
memory about all of them.
R.L.- Oh Yeah, perfect
good memory right up until
he died.

keep

MPHA- Your dad,
did he raise horses to sell
and trade or just for your
own use?

R.L- Both, some of the
stallions around the coun-
try were good stallions and
he would watch the people

that came to the store,
they would be working
the mares in buggies and
wagons and riding them
and letting the colts fol-
low. So he could pick
out the colts he liked
and some people would
sell them, so they could
have money to buy
what they needed for
the farm or what have
you. He would buy
quite a few of them
as yearlings or com-
ing two year olds and
break them out. And
he had an outlet he’d
sell them to after they
were broke.
MPHA- Did he sell
them out of state?
R.L.- Some of
them out of State,
some of them in
State. Palomino’s
mostly he would sell
to Hub Spencer.
Old man Hub was
a horse trader that
lived out in Win-
chester. He sold
one horse in ’47,
a palomino horse
to this fellow
in Springboro,
OH, Bob Eaton.
Daddy sold him
for a $1,000.00,
that was a pret-
ty good price
back then. That
horses sire was
the first palo-
mino I had ever

seen. Here is a

copy of the ad-

vertisement for
stud for him, He was owned
by a Mr. Ratliff, his nephew
sent me this paper. (See next
page)

MPHA- About what year
was he in this country?

RL- Mr. Will Ratliff owned
that horse and he was foaled
in 1935,...and Mr. Ratliff
sold him in 1945. The
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I bought Dolly and Silver
from Charlie, they were a
full brother and sister to
Goldfinger only older. Their
sire was Rocky by old Bucky
and their mother

horse’s eyes were getting
a little bad, and he went to
Winchester. He sold him for
a thousand in 1945, and then
my dad sold this one colt by
him that we had in 1947.

any trouble selling Goldfin-
ger colts?

I never had trouble selling

hear about the MPHA?
RL-Ican’t remember when
it started, but I was pretty
much in from the beginning.
I didn’t register any thing
for a while, Paul started and
then these Prewitt brothers,

MPHA-Did you ever have

R.L. - Wasn’t any trouble,

them. There’s not

He was the one went to Bob was old Bess. I
Eaton, Springboro, OH. also bought her t hey
MPHA- Was this Ratliff from Charlie _— were
palomino horse raised in and then when \""’"mmm good
this country, or from some- she got older \ friends
where else? gave her back of mine,
RL- Yes, just over the to Charlie’s and then
hill here. He was by a bay daughter, that’s ; I started.
mare that old man Ratliff when they bred MPHA-
had, and she was by a black her back to old What do
horse, and out of a sorrel Rocky and got you think
mare. The sire was the Bob Goldfinger. should be
Nichols horse up above Ha- MPHA- Was done to
zel Green. I think, he wasa Bess a good i promote
buckskin or something with saddle mare? this breed
a black mane and tail. RL- The of horses?
MPHA- Did a lot of peo- best, You RL. -I
ple breed to this horse when could put the don’t think
he was standing? kids on her or we ever got
RL- Lots of people. He put her in the the adver-
had a lot of foals around the tobacco patch tisement
country. Mr. Ratliff was or the garden out like
never married, all he had and plow her we should
was his horses and mules. or put her have. Back
But that is the first palo- in a mowing when I
mino around here, and I've machine. served on
asked other people and they MPHA - the board
said that was the first palo- Did you we didn’t
have the

trail ride the

mino stallion they ever saw
horses a lot?

around in this whole territo-

A yellow Stallion

funds to do it
with but we

with whijte

ry here. Big lot of the horses RL-Yes 15 l/ h mé :

were black or bay, these old MPHA- 2 hands hlgh and g ane and tm], kept our own

saddle horses. Were they —81 . Welghm 1,0 thing and
sired by th B g1, 00 pound .

MPHA-When did you re- broke to e Bob Sallie hor 8. had the first
alize that the Mt. Pleasure work? Thi 48, blood typing
horses were different from RL-Gold- his fine Saddle S " and all that
other horses? finger was, seaso ta"lon will and a lot of

n of 193 make th .

RL- I didn’t realize they Silver I at my barn atD € people didn’t
were any different back don’t think TERMS enniston Ky know what it
then. We always kept moun- was. Char- : $8 v was all about.
tain pleasure horses and af- lie would $2,00 l'n h&nd $ :OO to Insure a IiVing colt- The End
ter I got out of the service in plow his balance h pPaid at time of servi
the mid 50’s I got Tennessee garden when colt § ce, and Let me end
Walking Horseg and shoyved “_rith Gold- mare jg parted 'ths foaled, oney due if by saying
them for a while and raised finger. withoyt With or bred to oth that I am not
them but I always kept the MPHA- Ut my consent other stock a writer, nor
Mountain Pleasure Horses How did do I have any
too. So when I faded out of G o1 d - Care 111 literary skills.

: : will be ta
the Tennessee horses Ijust finger b . en to . But I do have a
j ut I wi]] Prevent accid :
kept Mountain  Pleasure get his not be responsib] Cldents, love for history
stallions. Kept one of them name? Cur, e should any oc. and horses. I
until ole Goldfinger died. R L thoroughly en-
MPHA- What was your -There joyed doing this
most favorite horse? was a 2 interview with
RL- Probably Goldfin- yr old Mr Little and
ger. He was the best going, d a r k want to thank
I had a full brother to him, palomi- Bree deram him f9r all.o?ving
Sterling Silver that was 11 no Ten- er and OWner D . me this privilege
years older than Goldfinger. nessee » Yenniston Ky . I welcome your
They looked a lot alike and stallion comm.ents, let me
had the same temperment, t h a t \” know if you would
you could do anything you w o n ”HHHHH"!\ like to see more
wanted to do with them. t h e ‘ \ | interviews in the

They passed the trait on. champi- y magazine.

MPHA-Did you raise Gold- onship the year Goldfinger David R.
many of them left. There’s Spradlin

finger? was born. My nephew was

RL- No, I bought him from working down there at the
Charlie Short when he was a time and he wanted to name
4 year old. Before Goldfinger him after that horse.

a lot of them gone out of the

country.
MPHA-When did you first

david@spradlinrealestat
e.com
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