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TITLE: Contending for the faith!

TEXT: Phil. 1:27-28; 2nd Tim. 2:23; Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:12;Is. 64:6; 1 Co. 15:22; Heb. 4:14-16, 9: 12-14; Ro. 10:9-10 & 1: 16-17; Ja. 2:19; Mt.7:21-23

INTRODUCTION:  This morning I want to talk about contending for the faith.
  This is something that is important for us to do in the world that we live in because we live in a very pluralistic world as far as mans religions are concerned. We live in a world full of “ism’s”. Hinduism, Muslimism, Buddhism, Humanism, Secularism, Atheism, and the “ism’s” go on and on…..

 And as a Christian who lives in this world of many “ism’s” we have been called and commissioned by God to Contend for our faith in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Phil. 1:27 -28 (NIV)
27Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel 28without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. 

Scripture says here that we are to “stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel.
The Greek word that Paul uses for contend here is: soon-ath-leh'-o

to wrestle in company with, that is, (figuratively) to seek jointly:—labor with, strive together for. 

Heritage Dictionary….

con·tend1. To strive in opposition or against difficulties; struggle: armies contending for control of strategic territory;. 3. To strive in controversy or debate; dispute.

How many of you have found it necessary at times to contend for the Gospel?  To strive in controversy or debate, or dispute for the Gospel’s sake.

 Not be contentious, not be argumentative, for the sake of argument, but contend, struggle against opposition for the sake of your faith.
 Some will say we should never contend for our faith because they think that Scripture tells us not to.

 They quote such verses such as:

2 Tim. 2:23  (NIV)
23Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 
 Contending for our faith is not being involved in a foolish or stupid argument.
 Contending for our faith is what God has called us to do. It is a big part of why we are here.
 So Paul tells us to contend as one man for the faith of the gospel without  being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. 

   Before we will ever be willing or even desirous of contending for our faith we need to reflect on just what being a Christian means….

  It means salvation! It means being saved from our sins!

 It means escaping the penalty of hell and eternal separation from God. It means one day receiving a new resurrected body that will be free from all sorrow, suffering, sickness, pain and death. It means coming to have eternal life and spending eternity, spending all of our endless tomorrow’s with our creator in Heaven.. 

 Now wouldn’t you think that this kind of faith is not a foolish argument but that this kind of faith is something that is worth contending for?

   As I said at the beginning we live in a very pluralistic world. A world that says that there are many ways to God and Christianity in but just one of those ways.
  A world that says that contending for ones faith is foolish.
 Well, at least it is foolish if the faith you are contending for is the Gospel of Christ.
 And, sad to say, there are many who make the claim of Christ, many who claim to be Christians, who have bought into this lie of pluralism that comes straight from the pits of Hell.
  This Morning we are going to talk about how to contend for our faith in Christ….

  First, why should we?

# 1. Because we have been called by God to do it.
27Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel 28without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. 

#2.  Christianity is the only way to salvation, the only way to advert hell..

John 14:6 (NIV)
6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
Acts 4:12 (NIV)
12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

 Jesus is the one and only way to the Father.
There is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

 Notice Scripture doesn’t say that there is only one name given under heaven by which men might be saved but it says that there is only one name under Heaven given to men by which we must be saved..
 Jesus is not just one of many ways to come to God and be saved but Jesus is the one and only way to come to God and be saved.. 
   Salvation is found in no one else for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

 Jesus Himself said: I am the way, the truth and the life and no one comes to the father except they come through Me..
  Folks we need to contend for this central truth of Scripture.
  There is only one way to salvation. There is only one way to be saved from our sins and that is in and through Jesus Christ.
  Many in our world today will say that this is awfully close minded for us to believe this way.
 Many will say, well what about the devout Muslim, or Hindu, or Buddhist or the many other ism’s that we mentioned earlier?  They all believe in God. Most of them are good and moral people.  God surely wouldn’t send a good and moral person to Hell.
 Good and moral by whose standards?
 Scripture says that all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God. We are all sinners.
 By Gods standards of goodness and morality none of us are, or ever could be, good enough to escape Hell because of our goodness and morality.
 Scripture tells us that in Gods sight…

Isa. 64:6 (NIV)
6All of us have become like one who is unclean,


and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags;


we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.

 The fact is hell will probably be overflowing with people who we may have perceived to be good and moral people by our standards…
 We don’t escape the judgment of hell by being good, we only escape the judgment of hell by being saved!

 And Scripture says that we are saved one way and one way only-- 12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

 Example: A few years ago Pam had a discussion with a very well educated person and she shared with them how that Jesus is the only way to be saved…              The person used the argument that so many will use…well what about the devout Muslim and Hindu and Buddhist and the many others who believe in God… God wouldn’t send those good people to hell would he?

 Pam shared how that she believed, that unless they came to a personal, saving relationship with Jesus Christ that they would be eternally lost…

 This person, who considered himself to be a Christian, told her that he couldn’t consider himself to be a Christian if he believed that way..
  My question to him would have been how can you consider yourself to be a Christian if you don’t believe this way!

 Think about this?

 If Jesus Christ is not the one and the only way to God, If Jesus Christ is not the one and only way to be saved from our sin, then what Jesus did on the cross was not necessary!

 If there is any other way to forgiveness for sin then the shed blood of Jesus Christ applied to our life through our surrender and devotion to Him, then Jesus died for nothing!

 And even worse, if there is another way to God other then Jesus Christ then Jesus is a liar and if He is a liar then we can’t believe anything that He has ever said..
 If there is another way to God other then Jesus Christ then all of our faith comes crashing down around us and it is worthless…
 If we are a Christian and want to hold on to our faith then we better be willing to contend for the Gospel of Jesus Christ…
 We better be willing to stand upon the surety of Gods word and be willing to stand up in the face of adversity and contrary opinion and say that Jesus is the one and only way by which men must be saved.. That the salvation of our souls in found in no one else.
 Mohammad can’t save you! Buddha can’t save you! Gandhi can’t save you! What ever ism that there may be out there that some may have come to believe in; it can’t save them!

 Why? Mohammad, like each of us was a man born with a sinful nature. Mohammad may have been a good man but he was still a sinner.
 Buddha, like each of us was a man born with a sinful nature. Buddha may have been a good man but he was still a sinner.
  Gandhi, like each of us was a man born with a sinful nature. Gandhi may have been a good man but he was still a sinner.
  Because they were all sinners with sinful natures, just like us, they are capable of saving no one. Including themselves.
  Jesus Christ is the earthly incarnation of God Himself. Jesus is the only man to have ever lived that was sinless. 

( with the exception of Adam and Eve before their fall to sin and then they became sinners and passed the seed of sin on to the human race)

1 Cor. 15:22 (NIV)
22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.
 Jesus was born into humanity through Mary but His seed was from God! The seed is in the male. 
  The female provides the egg which is the recipient of the seed but the seed, the life is in the male.
 The Holy Spirit of God impregnated Mary. The life she received within her womb was the seed of God Himself.
 That is how when Jesus was born, he was born without sin.
 He had no human father to pass on the seed of sin.  

   But Jesus grew and lived as a man. Scripture says that he was tempted in this life in every way just as we are yet he never yielded to that temptation. He never sinned.
 He remained sinless even in the face of the same temptations that each of us face.
Heb. 4:14 -16 (NIV)
14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 
15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.
 Because Jesus never sinned His blood remained pure. The purity of His blood was an acceptable sacrifice to God for the sins that each of us have committed.
Scripture has this to say about Jesus in….

Heb. 9:12 -14 (NIV)
 12He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 13The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.
 14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!

The only possibility for mans sins to be forgiven is through the shed blood of Jesus Christ.
Paul tells us how we apply the blood of Christ to our life and receive Gods salvation in…

Rom. 10:9-10 (NIV)
9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

We have talked about this Scripture many times before..

The Greek word for confess is hom-ol-og-eh'-o and it means to come into agreement with…

 In the context of this passage it means to come into agreement with God about the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
That if we confess with our mouth Jesus is Lord, come into agreement with God about the Lordship of Jesus Christ, allow Jesus to become the Lord of our life, then we will be saved.
 All the “ism’s” out there, all the other religions of this world, fall short of this act that leads to salvation.
 Many of them may be good people but good people don’t go to Heaven. Only saved people go to Heaven.
 Jesus said: I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
…Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

  It was because of the realization of this truth that the Apostle Paul said in…

 Rom. 1:16 -17 (NIV)
16I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 17For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.

16I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes!

 This is why we have been called to contend for our faith.
  What separates Christianity from all of the other religions of the word is that it is only Christianity that offers man a way to actually be forgiven his sins and come into a restored relationship and fellowship with God.
  Take Christ out of the equation and forgiveness is not possible.
 And just believing that Christ merely existed is not enough.
 I can’t count the number of times that I have had someone tell me that they believed that God or Christ existed thinking that was enough to save them.
James 2:19 (NIV)
19You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.

 Satan  and his demons believes that God and Christ exist. They know that Jesus is a reality yet obviously they are not saved.
 Salvation only comes from “believing in” Christ.
The Greek word for belief is Pis-too-o and it means to be mentally persuaded, the acceptance of a fact!

 It is only when the preposition “in” is added that it changes from being mentally persuaded, the acceptance of a fact to-- Because of my mental persuasion, my acceptance of the fact I now believe “in” Him. 

“In” means to take up a fixed position and denotes placing ones trust and confidence in.
 That only happens when we give Christ control of our life through Lordship. Through confessing that Jesus is our Lord. Coming into agreement with God about the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
 The Greek word for Lord is:

 koo'-ree-os (supremacy); supreme in authority, that is, (as noun) controller; God, Lord, master.
 Moslems, Hindu’s, Buddhist and all other religions outside of Christianity may believe the Christ existed, say that he was a good man, even a prophet, like, but no greater then Mohammad or Buddha, but they fall short of believing that Jesus is the incarnation of God that came to die as a sacrifice for their sin.
 That is not enough…
  There is only one name under Heaven given men by which we must be saved and that name is Jesus!

 So in addressing a potentially hostile crowd Paul stands up and says… I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for it is the power of God for the salvation of all who believe its message!

 I have a good friend who is a converted Moslem.  He would most probably still be my friend if he had not converted to Christianity. 
 But if he had not become a Christian he still would have gone to hell because the Muslim faith has nothing in it to offer forgiveness of sins and they believe if they are to get to Heaven they must work their way there. Even If it means blowing themselves up in a Jihad (holy war) to do so.

 Because we live in the pluralistic world that we do where there are so many who have bought into this lie of Satan that there are other ways to God then Jesus Christ and coming to a saving faith in Him by allowing Him to become the Lord and Savior of our life, it is essential that we as Christians stand up and contend for our faith.
 That we stand up, even in the face of adversity and ridicule, and contend for our faith and say as the Apostle Paul did  “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for it is the Power of God for the salvation of all who come to believe its message!”

There is a coming day when everyone who has bought into the lie of Satan that says that there are other ways to God then a personal relationship with Jesus Christ will have a rude awakening..
 Jesus talks about a coming day when all men will stand before Him and have to give an account of their life.

 Among them will be those who professed to be a Christian but never contended for their faith… Self proclaimed Christians who bought into the lie that Christ is not the only way to God but only one way of many…

 And, I believe, it may be to this group that Jesus may be speaking to when he says in…. 

Matt. 7:21 -23 (NIV)
21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.
 What is Gods primary will for our life after we become a Christian?

 To contend for our faith! To tell a lost world that Jesus is the way, the only way by which men must be saved.
 That Jesus is the way and the truth and the life and that no one can come to the father unless they come through Him.
Come to Him through Lordship. Through surrender of our life to Him who gave His life as an atoning sacrifice for us.
How about you this morning? Are you contending for your faith?

Are you standing up in the part of this pluralistic world that we live in and proclaiming the message that Jesus is not just a way but that Jesus is the only way by which men must be saved--- for salvation is found in no one else?

 Church, never be ashamed of the Gospel that you have been called to proclaim because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes its message!

Our faith in Christ is a faith that is worth contending for—are we being the contender’s of the faith that God has called us to be? 

The Gospel that we contend for is the only hope that the lost and dying of our world really have….

 Anything other then this Gospel is false hope at best and hope that is false is not really hope at all!

The lost of our world are literally dying to hear this gospel that is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes its message.
 Will you, will I, be the ones that deliver this message of Gods Salvation to the lost of our world telling them that Jesus is the way to the Father, the truth of the Father and the only way to life with the Father and that our salvation is found in no one else for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” 
A cowboy walks into a bar in Texas, orders three mugs of Bud and sits in the back room, drinking a sip out of each one in turn. When he finishes them, he comes back to the bar and orders three more.

The bartender approaches and tells the cowboy, "You know, a mug goes flat after I draw it. It would taste better if you bought one at a time."

The cowboy replies, "Well, you see, I have two brothers. One is in Australia, the other is in Dublin, and I'm in Texas. When we all left home, we promised we'd drink this way to remember the days we drank together. So I drink one for each of my brothers and one for myself."

The bartender admits this is a nice custom, and leaves it there. The cowboy becomes a regular in the bar, and always drinks the same way. He orders three mugs and drinks them in turn. One day, though, he comes in and orders only two mugs. All the regulars take notice and fall silent.

When he comes back to the bar for the second round, the bartender says, "I don't want to intrude on your grief, but I wanted to offer my condolences on your loss."

The cowboy looks quite puzzled for a moment, then a light dawns and he laughs. "Oh, no, everybody's just fine," he explains. "It's just that my wife and I joined the Baptist Church in Sweetwater, and I had to quit drinking. Hasn't affected my brothers though."

