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TITLE: Resurrection Power!

TEXT: Mk.16: 6,11,14;  1 Co. 15:12-20,50-58; 1 Jn. 3:2-3
INTRODUCTION: (play song-watch The Lamb)

  On that Friday afternoon Jesus, the spotless lamb of God! Offered Himself as a sacrifice for your and my sin..

 Jesus came and died in our place, took our penalty upon Himself...

  That Friday afternoon I imagine that things looked pretty bleak for the disciples and the followers of Jesus.

 The one who, as they understood it at the time, was to set up and establish His kingdom and rule on earth, was just nailed to a cross and died!  They saw it with their own eyes!

 His lifeless body was taken down from the cross and he was placed in an empty tomb! They saw it all happen!

  That was Friday but Sunday was on the way!    

 Saturday, the disciples and followers of Jesus probably lived through the longest day of their lives...

  Hearts crushed, minds confused about all the events of the past 48 hours.... 

 We see them gathered together, afraid of what might happen next. I mean, their leader, their Lord was just crucified!

 Would they be next?  What would happen to them? What would they do now? Where would they go?

  That was Saturday but Sunday was just around the corner!

  Sunday morning just before sunrise the Women awake and gather their things, their cloth and spices, to go to the tomb and prepare the body of Jesus, for there wasn’t time to do it because Jesus had died on the Sabbath and it would have been unlawful for them to prepare the body then....

 We can imagine their mood; somber, sorrowful, and still confused.....

  As they approach the tomb they are talking about how they will get the stone rolled away from the face of the tomb so that they can get inside to do what they had come for.....

 When they get to where they can see the tomb, they see that the stone has already been rolled away.....  They enter the tomb and are alarmed when they see a young man in a white robe sitting by where the body of Jesus had been laid......The women are frightened.....

The angel says to them....
Mark 16:6 (NIV) "Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 

7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, `He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.'" 

8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. 

  After they leave the tomb the resurrected Jesus reveals Himself to them and sends them on to tell His disciples....

  They go to tell the disciples what they have seen and what has just happened.....  

Mark 16:11 (NIV) When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did not believe it. 

  When Jesus finally appears to them they are terrified thinking they were seeing a ghost! 

Mark 16:14 (NIV) Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen. 

  The power of the resurrection!

 Scripture says that when Jesus was raised that many other graves of Godly men and women were opened and that they showed themselves as a testimony and a witness to the power of this resurrection.....

 The power of the resurrection is what the entirety of our faith rest upon.... It is one of the distinguishing marks that separate Christianity from all the other religions of the world!

 The apostle Paul encountered a group of people that didn’t believe that the dead in Christ would be raised, in fact they didn’t believe in a resurrection period!
 Paul has this to say to them...

1Cor 15:12 (NIV) But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 

13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 

14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 

15 More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 

16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 

17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 

18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 

19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  

 Paul’s argument for the reality of the resurrection went like this:

  If Christ has not been raised from the dead our faith is futile and we are still in our sins!

 If Christ has not been raised from the dead then those also who have died believing in Christ are lost!

 If it is only in this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men if Christ has not been raised from the dead! 

But Jesus has indeed, in fact, been raised from the dead! 
 And just as He was raised, so shall all who believe in Him, who have placed their trust in Him, will one day be raised also! Just like Jesus, who Scripture describes as the first-fruit, was!

  It is this resurrection power that made true what the prophet foretold....

In speaking about the resurrection of the dead, Paul says..

1Cor 15:54 (NIV) When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 

55 "Where, O death, is your victory? 

Where, O death, is your sting?" 

 The hope of the resurrection has taken the victory and the sting out of death!

 A little boy and his father were driving down a country road on a beautiful spring afternoon. Suddenly out of nowhere a bumblebee flew in the car window. Since the little boy was deathly allergic to bee stings, he became terrified. But the father quickly reached out, grabbed the bee, squeezed it in his hand, and then released it. But as soon as he let it go, the young son became frantic once again as it buzzed by the little boy. His father saw his son’s panic-stricken face.  Once again the father reached out his hand, but this time he pointed to his hand. There still stuck in his skin was the stinger of the bee. "Do you see this?" he said. "You don't need to be afraid anymore. You see, I've taken the sting for you." 

 And this is the message of Easter. This is the message of the resurrection!

  We do not need to be afraid of death anymore. Christ faced death for us. And by His victory we are saved from deaths hold. 

  Christ has taken the sting out of death! 

"Where, oh death is your sting?" 
Christ has taken the stinger for us. He has risen! Fear is gone. 

   Christ has provided us for a new life now and He has secured for us the hope, the promise of eternal, resurrected life in our future!

 So we too can say...” Where O death is your victory, where O death is your sting!
   The awesome power of the resurrection!

 Jesus rose victoriously over death, He conquered death!

 The grave couldn’t hold on to Him!

 And because He rose victorious over death and the grave, all who believe in Him, all who have confessed Him as Lord and savior of their life will also!

 In his day, Nikolai Bukharin was one of the most powerful men on earth. Bukharin was a Russian Communist leader who took part in the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917, was editor of the Soviet newspaper Pravdaand was a member of the Politburo. His works on economics and political science were big sellers.
 A story is told about a journey he took from Moscow to Kiev in 1930 to address a huge assembly on the subject of atheism. Addressing the crowd, he aimed his heavy artillery at Christianity hurling insult, argument and proof against it.

An hour later, he was finished. He looked out at what seemed to be the smoldering ashes of men's faith. "Are there any questions?" Bukharin demanded. Deafening silence filled the auditorium, but then one man stood. He surveyed the crowd, first to the left then to the right. Finally he shouted the ancient greeting known well in the Russian Orthodox Church: "CHRIST IS RISEN!" En masse the crowd arose as one man and the response came crashing down like the sound of thunder: "HE IS RISEN INDEED!"

  Church, the resurrection was a powerful thing!

  Our ultimate victory is found and secured in the resurrection of Jesus Christ!

 That just as Christ has risen victoriously over death and the grave we who have a saving faith in Him will also!

  Paul closes his chapter on the resurrection with these words of promise to us....

1Cor 15:50 (NIV) I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- 

52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 

54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 

55 "Where, O death, is your victory? 

Where, O death, is your sting?" 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

  God’s admonition to us as Believers, to all those who have the hope of the resurrection....

58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

   Our labor is not is vain because we have the power of the resurrection at work in our lives, now through the indwelling presence of Christ within us, and we have the hope of our bodily resurrection in our future! 

 That just as Jesus is now we will one day become!

 John says this to us as Christians..

1Joh 3:2 (NIV) Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

  We don’t know exactly what our resurrection, our resurrected body will be like but we know that when we receive it in its fullness that we will be like Jesus!

  Just as Jesus resurrection body was no longer subject to pain, suffering, disease and death so will ours be!

 Just as the resurrected body of Jesus transcended the limitations of time and space, so will our resurrected bodies!

 Just as Jesus ascended to be in the very presence of God, so will we be able to stand in the very presence of our God!

  The resurrection of Jesus was the most powerful, the most significant, and the most magnificent thing that has ever or will ever happen!

    On the Easter just before he died, D. William Sangster painfully printed a short note to his daughter.  Sangster, a deeply spiritual Methodist, had been spearheading a renewal movement in the British Isles after World War II. Then his ministry, except for prayer, was ended by a disease which progressively paralyzed his body, even his vocal chords. But the last Resurrection Sunday he spent on earth, still able to move his fingers, he wrote: "How terrible to wake up on Easter and have no voice to shout, 'He is risen!' Far worse, to have a voice and not want to shout it." 

   Do you have this hope, the hope of the resurrection in your life this Easter morning?

  If you do does the hope of the resurrection make you want to shout out the triumphant orthodox greeting..
HE HAS RISEN! HE HAS RISEN INDEED!


