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TITLE: Walking with God

TEXT:  Gen. 5:21-24; Heb. 11:5; Jude 1:14-15; 

Gen. 6:9, 7:1, 6:5-7; Gal. 5:1, 16-25; 1 Kings 19:11-13

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about walking with God.

 Just what does that mean, “to walk with God”?

There are two men recorded specifically in Scripture who walked with God. Many men and women have but that phrase is reserved for two in the pages of Scripture.

The first is a rather obscure man named Enoch.

Genesis 5:21-24 ( NIV ) 21When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah.  22And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters.  23Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years.  24Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.

24Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.

Enoch makes Paul list of hero’s of the faith in Hebrews chapter 11 and there it explains what this verse means when it says: 24Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.

Hebrews 11:5 ( NIV ) 5By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 
 Little else is known about Enoch. There is one more reference to him in the book of Jude, where there he is listed as possibly one of the first prophets of God..

Jude 1:14-15 ( NIV ) 14Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones  15to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”  

Here Enoch is speaking of the second coming of Christ.
Enoch was a man who walked with God….
The second man listed specifically in Scripture as a man who walked with God is a little better known and that is Noah.

Genesis 6:9 ( NIV ) 9This is the account of Noah. 

Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.  

To show just how special Noah was to God when God was about to destroy all of mankind and most other living creatures on earth with the flood there is only one human family that gets an invitation on the ark to be spared….

Genesis 7:1 ( NIV ) 1The LORD then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have found you righteous in this generation. 
 Because of their walking with God these two men received God’s blessing in a mighty way…..

 Noah’s is the only family spared when God destroyed all living creatures that walked upon the earth!

 Because of his walking with God Noah and his family are giving the responsibility of repopulating planet earth after the flood.
I think that Enoch’s blessing was far greater as a man who walked with God..
24Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.

5By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 
WOW! What a privilege! To have such a special relationship with God that God just reached down and took Enoch to be with Himself so that Enoch would not experience the death process….At least not for a few more millennium.
 So just what does it mean to be someone who walks with God?

 The word for walked that is used in both of these cases is:haw-lak'
a primitive root; to walk (in a great variety of applications, literally and figuratively):—(all) along, continually, be conversant with, be eased, follow, forward, march, + travel (-ler), walk 
I like the thought of a continual march or walking forward being conversant with. Being at ease with.
A walk is a great way to get alone with someone special and discover more about that person.
 When I was still in the Grocery business back when the Lord was first planting the seeds of going into the ministry into my heart Pam and I lived in the country at the time and I can remember us talking long walks and talking about what we the Lord seemed to be directing us to do….

Any of you who have raised or are in the process of raising children probably know how special just a long walk alone with your spouse can be…

 If you haven’t discovered it they maybe you should..

It is also interesting the word used for God in these verses. It is:

el-o-heem'
El-o-heem is the 'Plural of el-o'-ah; a deity or the deity:—God, god.
El-o-heem:

 Gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically used (in the plural thus, especially with the article) of the supreme God.

Enoch and Noah walked with El-o-heem!

They walked with Father Son and Holy Spirit!

They walked with God in His completeness and they completely walked with God!
24Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.

Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.  

Enoch and Noah chose to spend their time with the most important being in their life: God!

It is because of this close and personal relationship with the Lord that Scripture describes them in a most amazing way! They walked with God!

24Enoch walked with God!

Noah walked with God.

The complete story of Noah and the great flood in genesis chapters 6-9 reveals what was involved for this one man to keep in step with the Lord.
It wasn’t all peaches and cream!

Noah’s walk with God was notably marked by a steadfast faith and a willingness to trust God, but it wasn’t always an easy thing to do…

Can you imagine the mocking and ridicule that Noah took from his secular neighbors as he is building a very large boat in the middle of a desert?

His walk with God set him apart and separated him from the wicked men and women of the world, none of whom cared to experience the personal relationship with God that Noah had. 

Noah would have lived a life of isolation from human fellowship to a large degree because of His walk with Lord.

But Noah’s walk with God provided a close fellowship with the Lord that sustained him as the world was experiencing its darkest days.

God gave His reason for destroying the earth that explains the condition of Noah’s world in:


 Genesis 6:5-7 ( NIV ) 5The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  6The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.  7So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them.” 
5The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 

This is the world that Noah found himself living in yet he was still able to walk with God and to keep in step with his Lord…
And that is what walking with the Lord is really all about.  Keeping in step with Him!

 The great news for you and I today is that God is just as excited about spending time with you and I today as He was to fellowship and spend time with Enoch and Noah in their day.
Scripture assures us that we are precious in His sight and He wants to develop a close and very personal relationship with us!

Every day He wants to show us His amazing love in new ways!

So just what does it mean for us to walk with God today?

I think what best describes this kind of walk with God for us today is living the spirit filled live that we have been called to live as a Christian…

The Apostle Paul talks about walking with God by keeping in step with the Spirit in Galatians chapter 5.
 Galatians 5:1, 16-25 ( NIV ) 1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 

16So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  17For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.  18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.
19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;  20idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  21and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

 First Paul talks about the opposite of our walking with God. He talks about living according to our sinful nature.  He explains that our sinful natures and the Spirit of God will always be in conflict with each other.
 And then he lists the evidences are in the life of someone who is living according to their sinful nature and not walking with God.

 He actually says that these evidences will be obvious!

19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;  20idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  21and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. 

And then He tells of the end consequence of not walking with God but walking with our own flesh, living according to our sinful nature….

 I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

When we talk our eternal destiny there are only two choices---Heaven or Hell!

Those who do not choose to walk with God will not inherit His kingdom!

Then Paul talks about those who choose to live the Spirit filled life by walking with God.

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.  25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  


Just as the acts of the sinful nature are obvious so are the fruits of the Spirit led life obvious..
22But the fruit of the Spirit is Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23gentleness and self-control.
And then Paul tells us how we truly become a man or woman who like Enoch and Noah walks with God.

25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 
To live by the Spirit we must keep in step with the spirit.

How do we do that?

Have you ever been unequally yoked with a walking partner?

 I mean tried to walk with someone whose pace does not match your own?

 Pam has a tendency to want to walk a little faster than I do. Especially the first couple blocks.

 I have a little rheumatoid arthritis and a clogged artery that needs to work up to speed.

 But for the most part once we get going we are pretty equally yoked as walking partners.

 The problem comes when we may walk with another couple..

 I remember a time several years ago we met Denny and Sheenie McDonald while out on a walk so we joined up with them….Pam and Sheenie took the lead and Denny and I where behind them so the guys could visit and the girls could do the same….

Sheenie must have been awfully long legged…The more she and Pam talked the faster they started to walk.

 It was like there was a tendon that went from their mouths to their legs---the more they talked the faster their legs seemed to move!

 Since Denny and I are behind them we see them pulling away totally oblivious that they are leaving us in the dust. After a little while they are like two and a half blocks ahead of us totally unaware that we are that far behind them.
 A guy Denny knows pulls up in his pickup and says hello…It is my idea to hop on this tailgate and have him deposit us a block ahead of the girls.
 He does but I don’t think they even noticed until they lapped us in about another two blocks…..

 Now this all worked out because I got to talk to Denny and Pam with Sheenie but if we tried to walk together like this it would not be a pleasant walking experience….we certainly couldn’t converse while walking because we would be out of step with each other…..

25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

Keeping in step with the spirit is matching His pace, walking by His side, stride for stride, so communication is not just possible but actually enjoyable!

 The Holy Spirit most often speaks to us in a very soft voice. He never shouts!  We need to be close to hear Him!
1 Kings 19:11-13 ( NIV ) 11The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 
12After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.  

13When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.
 We all come across many crossroads in our lifetime…

 There are many paths that intersect the narrow road that we are called to walk upon as a Christian.

 Paths that can lead us away from our ultimate destination of Gods eternal and literal presence.
That is why it is important that we. Like Enoch and Noah walk with God, keeping in step with Him so we can hear that still small voice of direction to keep us on the right path---the path that will lead us safely into His Kingdom….

God gets excited when we walk with Him! He looks forward to those walks!

Realize this, this morning….

God is just as excited about walking with you today as He was with Enoch and Noah in their day!

 He takes as much pleasure in spending time with you and I as He did with them!

 You are precious in His eyes and He wants to develop an ever closer relationship with you!

Will you choose to walk with Him? Step by step, day by day?

e did with themHe 

Will you strive to keep in step with the Holy Spirit so you can hear that still small voice of instruction and guidance?
Will you commit to commune and fellowship with Him by meditating on His Word and fellowshipping with Him in Prayer?

Will you be a man, a woman who walks with God?
The rewards are literally out of this world if we do…
