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Taylor Peterson’s literary
outreach began at Christmas 2009.
Her home church, Mount
Calvary-Warner Robins, was hosting
its “Helping Hands” dinner for the
needy and homeless on Christmas

afternoon. Taylor, then in eighth
grade, asked members to donate
gently used children’s books that
could be distributed at the dinner.

REGION 7T NEWS

Florida-Georgia District - Region 1

The largest geographic .
sector of the District,
Region 1 encompasses all *~

of the State of Georgia

and approximately the

upper third of the State R
of Florida. Representing [~
Region 1 on the District =

Board of Directors are

Rev. Frank Marshall of
Jacksonville, FL, who

recently retired as pastor

of St. Paul-Jacksonville;

Jean Weinrich, a member

of All Saints-Blairsville, GA; and
Bill Gaik, a member of Trinity
Lutheran-Toccoa, GA.

To her surprise, more than 400
books were donated — and very much
appreciated by the recipients.

Taylor and
her mother, Lorie
Peterson, began
collecting gently used
books, establishing a
non-profit business
called Reading On
My Minds, Inc. For a
year they traveled to
local soup kitchens,
Children’s Miracle
Network Hospitals,
Ronald McDonald
Houses, women’s
shelters, volunteer
outreach programs,
low- income day
care centers and teen
centers to distribute the book. Some
of the donations were sent overseas
to U.S. troops.

“One of the soup kitchens we
visit weekly is our sister church,
Christ Lutheran in Perry Georgia,”
said Mrs. Peterson. “Pastor John
Lehenbauer, with the help of Perry
Volunteer Outreach, loaned us a
room in the Loaves and Fishes Food
Pantry building.

“We set up a small library in
November 2010. We are very blessed
to say we have more than 10,000
books in our library!”

Of the 25-plus
categories of books, the
most popular “by far”
is the religious section,
according the Petersons.

“While patrons are
waiting to get their food
basket they come into
our library and browse.
We like to say Loaves
and Fishes feeds their
body and we feed their
soul,” Mrs. Peterson
added.

“Every day people
come in wanting Bibles
-- we never can keep

them on our shelf Most of the time
we have to tell them that we have
run out.”

Taylor, who will enter 10t
grade in the fall, is the reigning Miss
Southern Heartland’s Outstanding
Teen and will be competing at Miss
Georgia this June. She is active in
Mount Calvary’s youth group along
with volunteering in the nursery and
occasionally playing the piano during
the offertory.
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