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TITLE: Knowing the Enemy

TEXT: 2 Co. 2:11; Ephe. 6:11-12; Eccl. 3:1-7; Job 14:5:

Ps. 139:15-16, 39:4-5, 90:12; 1 Pet. 5:8 Ephe. 5:15-16

INTRODUCTION: One of the things that we are admonished by God to do as Christians it to know our enemy.

2 Corinthians 2:11 (NIV) 11in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.

It brings to mind the old adage; the best offense is a strong defense.
The best way for us as Christians to put up a successful offense against the enemy, the devil’s attacks, is to develop a strong defense. A strong defense is only possible by knowing, recognizing the enemies schemes.

11in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.

Ephesians 6:11 - 12 (NIV)  11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

The real battles that each of us face are primarily being fought in the spiritual realms. It is in this realm of the spirit that the war is raging between the forces of God and the forces of Satan over the souls of men.
There is a book by Randy Alcorn called’ Lord Foulgrins’s Letters”.

In Alcorn’s fictional book, Lord Foulgrin is a high ranking officer in Satan’s army of demonic beings, fallen angels.

 Lord Foulgrin has a new tempter under his command by the name of Squaltaint.. Squaltaint is assigned as a personal tempter to a man by the name of Jordan Fletcher. 

 His assignment is to keep Fletcher from coming to Christ at any and all cost…

The book consists of a series of letters from Lord Foulgrin to Squaltaint whereby Lord Foulgrin offers his demonic minion advice on how to destroy Jordan Fletcher.

So the book is written from the vantage point of the enemy..

In this book Humans are referred to Vermin or sludge bags or maggot-feeders, Jesus is referred to as the Carpenter.

God as the enemy or the tyrant, The Holy Spirit as the Ghost, Heaven as Charis and hell as Erebus and Satan as Lord Beelzebub.
For context this morning I want to read a portion of Lord Foulgrins letters to Squaltaint about Jordan 
  Fle tcher--Letter 8 entitled “My”. 
My Squaltaint,
   Fletcher acts as if he were the center of gravity, with sufficient mass to hold everything in orbit around him---as if it all existed by his will or for his sake. This is why his language overflows with references to himself.

 The possessive MY, of which Fletcher is so fond, reflects a belief that he is the owner, with all the rights and privilege’s thereof.

 Fletcher first learned the word my in the nursery. The toy soldiers were his, and if he wanted to pull them apart, he was entitled to. When he was a little older, the cat was: ”my cat” and if he wanted to shoot it with the BB gun, why not? My clothes, my bike, my mother,  they all belonged to him, they existed for his needs.

In adolescence he graduated to my car and my girlfriend, both instruments of self-gratification.

 In adulthood it became my job and my children and on the few times he went there “my church.”

 By encouraging using the static use of “my” we can create false expectations and resentment among the roaches…

My is one of those small words in the English language but it carries a lot of weight.

My or mine is probably among the most often used words in the English language.

My or mine is a possessive pronoun. A possessive pronoun shows ownership.

Try this something… Try being aware of each time that you say my or mine in any 24 hour period.

I think that we will find that we say the words a lot more then maybe we think that we would.

 Many times it may be the appropriate word to use but probably not always…..  Many times the subjective “we” or objective “us “may be the more proper pronouns to use. Especially from a Christian perspective.

My car, My job, My food, My money, My health, My 401K,  My predicament, My school, My Church, My hobby, My TV, My stereo, My toothbrush….The my’s can be endless…..

  But the one “my” that I want to talk about this morning is “My Time”.

The Lord really convicted me on this one…. How many times in a day do we contemplate my time.

We think of time as a commodity that is ours.
Think about this for a moment?  Is time really ours?

Is your time really your own?

Granted we control what we do with the time that we have but is it really our time?

Do we really own it?   

Actually no! We have control over what we do with time but we have no control over time itself…

Ecclesiastes 3:1 - 7 (NIV) 1    There is a time for everything,     and a season for every activity under heaven: 2    a time to be born and a time to die,     a time to plant and a time to uproot, 3    a time to kill and a time to heal,     a time to tear down and a time to build, 4    a time to weep and a time to laugh,     a time to mourn and a time to dance, 5    a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,     a time to embrace and a time to refrain, 6    a time to search and a time to give up,     a time to keep and a time to throw away, 7    a time to tear and a time to mend,  a time to be silent and a time to speak,
8    a time to love and a time to hate,
    a time for war and a time for peace.

Here Solomon speaks of time….  Most of these times we have control and choice over what we will do with it….. will we plant or uproot, 3    will we kill or will we  heal,     will we tear down will we build, 4    will we weep or will we laugh,     will we mourn or  will we dance, will we scatter stones or will we  gather them…

However that does not mean that time is ours!

The first time mentioned by Solomon is:

There is   a time to be born and a time to die..
How many here this morning chose the time of your birth?

 How many think that you will be able to choose the time of your death? (Apart from committing the sin of self murder).

 So if we do not choose the time of our birth or the time of our death then is our time really ours?

I mean if it is really ours then we would have 100% control of it--- which we do not!

So if our time is not ours then whose is it?

It belongs to the one who created it and is ultimately in control of it?

All time, including that which we claim as our own belongs to God.
 God does not exist within time and space but time and space exist within God!  God created time and space.
We are part of Gods creative design..
Time is under the sovereign control of God and God alone.

Job understood that his time was not really his time…

Job 14:5 (NIV) 5    Man’s days are determined;     you have decreed the number of his months     and have set limits he cannot exceed.

King David had this same understanding of time.
 David understood that His time started with God…

Psalms 139:15 - 16 (NIV) 15    My frame was not hidden from you     when I was made in the secret place.     When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16    your eyes saw my unformed body.     All the days ordained for me     were written in your book     before one of them came to be.
And David knew that his time ended with God:
Psalms 39:4 - 5 (NIV) 4    “Show me, O LORD, my life’s end     and the number of my days;     let me know how fleeting is my life. 5    You have made my days a mere handbreadth;     the span of my years is as nothing before you.     Each man’s life is but a breath. 
It is with this understanding of ‘his time” that David goes on to conclude:

Psalms 90:12 (NIV) 12    Teach us to number our days aright,     that we may gain a heart of wisdom.


What does David mean when he ask God to teach us to number our days aright that we might gain a heart of wisdom?

How do we number our days aright?

First we need to come to view our time not as our own but as Gods time..
God has given each of us a predetermined amount of time on earth.
I don’t believe that there is anything that we can do to change the amount allocated to us.
So what time we have been given, God has given us for a purpose.
We are called to use our allocation of time wisely.
12    Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

I have heard it said that time is a lot like money---when you are out you are out!

When my grandkids used to come and stay with us in the summer I usually give them some money when they first got here with the understanding that when they run out they are out…..  And it was interesting to me to sit back and watch what they would do with it…

 Some would make it stretch pretty much for their whole visit…some would spend it all within the first few days….some would end up banking it and taking it home with them…

But what I have found is that if they ran out and then hit me up for something that they see that they really wanted Grandpa would usually cave in and give them a little more or come up with a “job” they can do to earn a little more.

 But our time is not like that….when we spend it -it is truly gone and we will not get it back or be given more to replenish it.

  Man’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have set limits he cannot exceed.

One of the greatest strategies of the enemy I believe is to get us to see time as ours..
When we do then we will have a tendency to protect it at all costs and be resentful when someone else may want to infringe upon “our time”…

You have been working all day and have just looked forward to getting home and spend some time of your own on your favorite hobby, and one of your children or your wife wants you to do something with or for them….What is often your first thought? This is my time for myself!

  You are sitting down getting ready to watch a ballgame and the doorbell rings and a friend just dropped by to see you… Deep down you may feel that it is an infringement on my time….

David said: Teach us to number our days aright,     that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

The only way that we will ever truly number our days aright and gain a heart of wisdom is to see time, not as our personal possession, but as a gift that God has entrusted to us with. 

An allocation of time that has already been set! And when we run out of that allotment of time it is forever gone…
If we really viewed time under this paradigm how would it affect our use of it?

If we really understood as David came to understand that: Man’s days are determined  you have decreed the number of his months and have set limits he cannot exceed, how might that affect the way that we view and use our time?

How might it cause us to respond when the friend or neighbor drops by unexpectedly, or our spouse or child comes up and wants us to share some of it with them when we have something else we might rather do?

 The deathbed offers a very different perspective of life than any other….

  I doubt there has ever been a man on his deathbed who thought back over his life and said: I wish had had spent more of my time at work, or watching ballgames or going fishing or playing golf…..

 I imagine most have reflected back with regret that more time wasn’t spent, actually invested, with wife and children and friends….

I doubt that there has ever been a woman on her deathbed who thought back over her life and wished that she had spent more time at her job or cleaning the house, or going shopping…

I imagine that most have reflected back with regret that more time was not invested in her husband and children, family and friends.

I don’t believe that anyone on their deathbed would look back with regret the time that they have given to the Lord and invested in His kingdom! 

1 Peter 5:8 (NIV) 8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 


I believe one of Satan’s most successful strategies against us, those he is roaming this earth seeking to destroy, has been to try to get us to see time as our own possession to do with it as we please and that we are responsible to no one, including God, for how we use or spend the time that we have.
 If Satan accomplishes this in the life of a non-believer then it will make that person staying a non-believer more probable…. If Satan accomplished this in the life of a believer it will render that person virtually powerless in their service to God……

We are admonished in Scripture to know the schemes of our enemy…

If we know how he operates against us then it will make it easier for us to recognize his attack and respond both offensively and defensively and overcome the attack and triumph as the ultimate victor.

Ephesians 5:15 - 16 (NKJV) 15See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,  16redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
We have been called as Christians to Redeem the time we have been given.
ex-ag-or-ad'-zo
to buy up, that is, ransom; figuratively to rescue from loss (improve opportunity):—redeem.
This morning will you redeem the time that God has given you? Will you rescue it from loss and use it for the glory of the one who has given it to you?

From the human perspective time is our most precious commodity that God has entrusted us with.
For it is in this period of time that we have been given that we can choose Jesus for the salvation of our souls and use whatever allotment of time that we have to help others see their need for Him as well.

How are you handling the time you have been given today? Are you spending it on self or are you investing it for God?


