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TITLE: Reason for the cross

TEXT: Is. 43:25; Rev. 20:11-15; Mt. 12:36-37;

 Ps. 103:11-12; Jere. 31:34; Heb. 12:2-3; Ro. 5:8

INTRODUCTION: Last week was the passion week leading up to Easter and a lot of attention was placed on the Cross of Christ.

 This morning I want to pose the question “what was the reason for the cross.  Why did Jesus go through all the pain and agony that He went through up to and ending at Calvary?

 The simple answer would be to save us from our sin. To pay the price of sin, take the penalty of our sin upon Himself so that we wouldn’t have to bear the penalty of that sin ourselves.

This is certainly true and it is a very wonderful thing-- however that is not the only reason for the cross.

 Or there is more to it than just our forgiveness and redemption and that is what I want to talk about this morning.

 As I was reading in the book of Isaiah the other day a verse that jumped out at me was Is. 43:25.

 What it revealed was that there was another reason for the cross than just a way for us to be forgiven our sin and escape hell. 


Isaiah 43:25 (NIV) 25    “I, even I, am he who blots out  your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.

The blotting out of ones transgressions is a wonderful thing isn’t it?

 The imagery that we have here of having our transgressions, our sins, blotted out, I think is best pictured for us in the end of the book of Revelation at the great white throne judgment when all men will have to stand before the judgment seat of Christ.
Revelation 20:11 - 15 (NIV) 11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.  12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  13The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.  14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.  15If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.

The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 

Every sin, every transgression that we have ever committed is written, is recorded in a Heavenly journal.
Every time that we mess up in life it is written down in heaven. I believe that is why these books are mentioned in the plural. And books were opened.

Can you imagine how many books it would take to record all of the things that we have done in our life…both good and bad? Now multiply that by all the people who have ever lived!

 Yet Scripture says that all of what we have done has been recorded in these books and stand to condemn us when we stand before the judgment seat of Christ.
Every deed we have done! Even the secret sins of our heart are written in these books and on that day will be laid out before us…
 Scripture says that one day we will have to give account for even every caress word that we have ever spoken!

 Matthew 12:36 - 37 (NIV) 36But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  37For by your words you will be acquitted and by your words you will be condemned.”

36But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 

Not just our every deed has been recorded in the annuals of heaven but even every careless word that we have ever spoken is written down there as well!

  All waiting to condemn us!

God says:

Isaiah 43:25 (NIV) 25    “I, even I, am he who blots out  your transgressions!

Blots out our transgressions from where?

Blots out our transgression from these books!

The Hebrew word for blot is:

maw-khaw'
A primitive root; properly to stroke or rub; by implication to erase;—abolish, blot out, destroy, put out of reach, utterly-wipe (away).
For all those who will embrace Jesus as the Lord and Savior of their life, Scripture says God will blot out their transgressions! God will erase them! Put them out of His reach! Utterly wipe them away!

It is what David was talking about in the Psalms when he said:

Psalms 103:11 - 12 (NIV) 11    For as high as the heavens are above the earth,     so great is his love for those who fear him; 12    as far as the east is from the west,     so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
It is what the Prophet Jeremiah was talking about in:


Jeremiah 31: 34 (NKJV)  For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”

For all who will by faith come to Christ and receive Him as Lord and Savior of their life God will blot out their transgressions! He will erase them so completely that it will be as if they never existed in the first place!

That is how complete that God’s forgiveness is for those who accept Jesus as Lord and Savior of their life…
Our sins are as far removed from us as east is from west! God actually remembers our sins no more!

Why would God do that? 

This is what makes Isaiah 43:25 so amazing.

Isaiah 43:25 (NIV) 25    “I, even I, am he who blots out  your transgressions for my own sake,  and remembers your sins no more.
“I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake!

God is willing to blot out our transgression, wipe out our sins for His own sake!

 Not only is God’s forgiveness of our sins for our sakes but He says that it is also for His sake as well!   

 
 I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake!

How can God benefit from His forgiveness of our sins?

 How can our forgiveness, our having our sins blotted out by God be for His sake? How does God benefit from our being forgiven?

Simply this…To restore us to fellowship and relationship with Himself!
 What this is telling us is that it is not just for our benefit to be able to have fellowship and a relationship with God but that He also benefits from that restored fellowship and relationship…  

 This is powerful to understand that we are not only saved for our benefit but for Gods benefit as well.
In the Book of Genesis, the book of beginnings, it says that we were created in the image and likeness of God.
 God created us, not as exact copies of Himself, but He created us with the same character traits.

 One thing that man was created with was, not just the desire, but the need for fellowship and relationship.
 Not long after Adam was created it is said that God saw that it wasn’t good for man to be alone and that there was no suitable help-meet for him so He created woman.
 Why was woman created? To fulfill this God given need for intimate fellowship and relationship within man who had been created in the image and likeness of God.
 If Man was created with this need and he was created in the image and likeness of God then evidently God has this same need..
 Or our need for fellowship and relationship is just an extension of the image of our creator.
In fact that is “the why” of our creation in the first place…
 God created us specifically for fellowship and relationship with Himself! 

 He created us to fulfill a need of His own. The need for intimate fellowship and relationship.
 In His creative genius He placed that same need within us. 
 An understanding of this really explains a lot….
 Especially why God would go through so much to blot out our sins.
Picture the cross for a moment. 

 Jesus is abused by the Jewish leadership. He is spit upon and slapped around and cursed. He is then handed over to the Romans who beat him and have him flogged. They whip him with a cat of nine tales, a whip with 9 strands of leather in which sharp pieces of metal or broken glass have been tied. 40 lashes minus one! Each lash lacerating his back and ripping apart his flesh.. By the time they were done his back would have literally been stripped of its flesh with just raw meat exposed.
 In that condition he is then forced to carry His own cross to the place of execution outside the city…Much of the journey is up hill….

   Then he is forced to lay upon that cross while nails are driven into his hands and feet….The cross is then hoisted up in the air and the full force of his body weight comes down upon the nails that are holding him to the cross.

  The only way to breathe was to hoist himself up upon the nail driven through his feet so that he could expand his lungs to take a breath. Death usually comes from slow suffocation when the one being crucified becomes too exhausted to hoist themselves up to breathe.
  Crucifixion has been described as the most inhumane form of capital punishment that man has ever come up with.
 Picture all of this and then realize that this was not just for our sake but for God’s sake as well….
 Intimate fellowship and relationship with us is so important to God that He went through all of this and went through it willingly, went through it by his own choice so that this fellowship between creator and his creation could be restored.
Hebrews 12:2 - 3 (NIV) 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

 Jesus not only endured the cross to restore this fellowship and relationship between us and God but it says that He endured it joyfully!

 Who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame

Joy= khar-ah'
cheerfulness, that is, calm delight:—gladness, joy (-ful, -fully, -ous).

How could Jesus face the cross joyfully knowing full well what awaited Him there?

There was nothing joyful about the cross but that is not what His joy was focused upon… It says that He endured the cross but His joy came from looking beyond the cross to what the cross would accomplish!

The joy set before Him wasn’t the cross itself, the cross was something that needed to be endured.  The joy set before Him was what the cross would accomplish!

What the cross would accomplish was for a way for our sins to be blotted out so that God could once again enter into intimate fellowship and relationship with His creation.
 Our sin is what separated us from God in the first place and Jesus provided a way for sin to be forgiven so that relationship could be restored…
Jesus was looking forward to that restoration of relationship and he considered the means to get there a joy..
 In other words Jesus was glad to do what he did and he would do it all over again if that was necessary.
But that will never again be necessary because He has paid sins price and He has paid it in full once and for all!

“I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake!

 What is your response to this? To know that God loves you so much that He would endure death on a cross, and considered it a joy to do so, just so that sins price could be paid, your sins could be forgiven and fellowship between you and God could be restored.
 Romans 5:8 (NIV) 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
 How have you responded to this great demonstration of God’s love for you?

 How will you continue to respond to this great demonstration of God’s love?

 Have you entered into the fellowship and relationship with God that Jesus paid such a high price to provide?

 Have you surrendered your life to Him who gave His life for you?

 Not just in mere lip service but have you surrendered your heart to Him? Have you given Him control of your life? Allowing Him to lead and you humbly follow that leading? Have you truly made Him your Lord so that He can truly be your Savior?

 Have you done it for yourself and have you done it for God?

“I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake,  and remembers your sins no more.

It is all about the restoration of fellowship and relationship…
Have you allowed God to bring this restoration of fellowship and relationship to your life?

Have you really chosen Jesus?


