A FATHER'S DAY MESSAGE
What Would Jesus Desire?
"WWJD"

SCRIPTURE READING...MATT 28:19-20.... And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, l“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 mGo 3therefore and nmake disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 oteaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am pwith you always,even to the end of the age.” 4Amen.
PRAYER

PLAY SONG..THANK YOU FOR BEING MY DAD!

INTRODUCTION

1. It is quite common to see people wearing a bracelet, T-shirt,

   or other article of clothing with the letters "WWJD"
   a. WWJD stands for "What Would Jesus Do?"
   b. Many people like wearing something designed to remind them

      to always ask in any situation, "What Would Jesus Do?"

   -- It is commendable that people would ask "What Would Jesus Do?"

2. In this message, however, I want us all to focus on the meaning of these four letter from this vantage point.......

"What Would Jesus Desire?"
Three questions that we should be asking ourselves are the following...

   a. What would Jesus desire of you today?

   b. Is there something Jesus would want you to do today?

   c. Is there something Jesus would want you to be doing everyday?

[From His words in The Great Commission (cf. Mt 28:19-20), I believe

there are several things we can note that Jesus would desire of every

person.  As we consider His words, ask yourself whether Jesus would

desire it of you.

For example, I believe Jesus would desire...]

I. THAT WE SHOULD BECOME MORE AND MORE LIKE HIM!!

THAT WE PATTERN OUR LIVES AFTER HIS EXAMPLE FOR HE PATTERNED HIS LIFE AFTER THE PATTERN OF HIS FATHER!!
CHILDREN GROWING UP USUALLY LOVE TO MIMIC OR COPY WHAT THEIR FATHER DO!

MOST OFTEN THEY DO IT WITH A VERY CLOSE ASSIMILATION!

Why should this be very important to us as fathers?

a. They mirror everything you do! You know why? Because fathers to them are never wrong.  Fathers are their example!

b. They learn  and pick up everything about dad very quickly!!

c. They keep father's example in their memory bank (brain) for their entire life!

d. Children look up to Dad because dad is special in their lives! 

IF WE COULD ONLY LEARN TO PATTERN OUR LIVES AFTER JESUS WE WOULD BE DOING WHAT HE WOULD DESIRE!!

THERE ARE SEVERAL THINGS THAT JESUS WOULD DESIRE THAT WE WOULD DO!  

ARE YOU READY FOR THIS!!!
   A. IN THE BOOK OF MATTHEW 
Mt 28:19
      JESUS GAVE A COMMAND TO , "MAKE DISCIPLES..."
      1. He wanted His apostles to make disciples 
There are two interesting things about a disciple.....

      2. A disciple is a learner, in other words... a follower!
      3. A disciple is one who desires to become like His teacher! 

In Lk 6:40 Jesus spoke a parable to them: c“Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into the ditch? 40 dA disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher. 
   B. WHY DOES JESUS WANT YOU TO BE HIS DISCIPLE?

      1. That we might learn from Him and become more like Him!! - 
Mt 11:28-30. 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you*** and learn from Me***, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, (Meekness) and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”..
         a. The expression "take my yoke" in NT times meant to become

            one's disciple

         b. I.e., "connect up" with Jesus and let Him lead you in the

            direction you should go.
Beloved Jesus came to this world to bring change to our lives, but not just to our lives, but that our lives may change others!!!
Before Jesus came into this world the entire world was a complete mess and in darkness.

He came as a light in the darkness and exposed man and the world for was it was and how it was!

a. corrupt evil and wicked    
b. sinful (displayed all forms of immorality)                   
c. destroyed                  
d. depraved 
e. decayed... 
f. apart from God

g. in complete darkness

h. stressed out and chaotic
It was in the midst of all this confusion that Jesus said...

 Jn 8:31-36... 1 .............. “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
[Jesus clearly wants you to be His disciple, to learn from Him and to

let Him lighten your load; are you His disciple? 
Jesus also desires...]

III. THAT YOU KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS
   A. HE SAID, "TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE..."
      1. Baptism is only the beginning, there are more commands to

         follow - Mt 28:20
      2. Doing what He says is what it means to be His disciple - cf. 

Jn 8:31.... 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed

   B. WHAT ARE SOME OF HIS COMMANDMENTS?

      1. To love the brethren - 
Jn 13:34-35.. 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
         a. Which is one way we show the world we are truly His

            disciples

         b. Which implies the necessity of active involvement in a 

            local congregation.
Listen....

IF YOU FEEL YOU ARE BEING OBLIGATED TO DO THE WORK.. THEN IT'S TIME OT STEP BACK AND SEEK GOD'S INSTRUCTIONS!!!

OBLIGATIONAL CHRISTIANS IS NOT WHAT THE LORD IS ASKING FOR IN HIS CHURCH...!!

OBLIGATIONAL CHRISTIANS THAT DO THINGS IN THE CHURCH OUT OF OBLIGATION ARE NOT IN COMPLIANCE WITH GOD'S WORD !!

YOU SEE I'VE LEARNED IN THE LAST 39 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE LORD THAT TO SERVE HIM IT MUST BE DONE BECAUSE YOU LOVE THE BRETHEREN IF YOU ARE WORKING IN THE CHURCH IN ANY CAPACITY AND ARE DOING IT BECAUSE IT'S YOUR OBLIGATION THEN YOU WILL QUICKLY TIRE OUT!

JESUS SAID... and learn from Me***, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, (Meekness) and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”.. 

HIS WORK LOAD IS NOT TIRESOME OR TIREDNESS!!! 

A FATHER WHO FEELS THAT IT IS HIS OBLIGATION TO SUPPORT THE FAMILY IS SHOWING HIS CHILDREN THE WRONG INTENTIONS...AND IS SENDING THE WRONG MESSAGE TO HIS CHILDREN!!

JESUS DIDN'T GO TO THE CROSS OUT OF OBLIGATION TO HIS FATHER, BUT OUT OF LOVE FOR YOU AND I !!

A FATHER SHOULD DO THINGS FOR THE FAMILY OUT OF LOVE..NOT OBLIGATION!!

THIS IS ONE OF THE REASONS WHY MARRIAGES FAIL AND WE HAVE CHILDREN IN THE STREETS WITH NOTHING TO DO BUT GET IN TROUBLE!

WORKERS IN THE MINISTRY SHOULD BE IN FULL COMPLIANCE WITH THIS COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD!

THE REASON WHY SATAN WANTS THIS TO HAPPEN IS BECAUSE HE WANTS YOUR CHILDREN.

YOUR CHILDREN REPRESENT YOUR FUTURE

LISTEN NOT BECAUSE OF WHERE YOU ARE GOING BUT BECAUSE OF WHERE GOD WANTS TO BRING YOU!!

AND WE NEED TO BE REAL WITH OUR FUTURE GENERATION....
A PASTOR ONCE SAID...
A YOUNG MAN ONCE CAME TO HIS CHURCH  ...

HAD GOLD TEETH (CALLED IT HIS GRILLE), BLING BLING ON HIS NECK,HEAD SHAVED HAD HIS NAME ENGRAVED IN THE BACK OF HIS HEAD!

THIS IS... WHAT WOULD JESUS DESIRE 
WHAT ELSE WOULD JESUS DESIRE....

  THAT WE BEAR FRUIT . 
Jn 15:8.... 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

         a. Such as saving souls, serving others, growing in grace

         b. Unless we bear fruit, we will be cut off - 
Jn 15:1-2,6 15 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 

         c. Bearing fruit comes only through a personal connection with

            Jesus - cf. 
Jn 15:4-5 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 

5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

THAT WE BECOME SHEEP AND NOT GOATS...

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
CONCLUSION

ON THIS FATHER'S DAY....

THERE ARE SO MANY THINGS TO COVER..ON .."WHAT WOULD JESUS DESIRE"...

HERE'S A SMALL SAMPLE ON WHAT I PLANNED TO COVER!!

THAT WE BE AS LIGHTS IN THE WORLD

THAT WE BECOME HIS PRIESTS AND HIGH PRIESTS

THAT WE BECOME REAL AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST

THAT WE PRAY EARNESTLY

THAT WE SEEK THE KINGDOM OF GOD

THAT WE FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH

THAT WE SHARPEN EACH OTHER AS IRON SHARPENS IRON
THAT WE BE THE SALT OF THE EARTH

THAT WE LOVE ONE ANOTHER

THAT WE KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS

THAT WE NEGLECT NOT THE ASSEMBLING OF OURSELVES TOGETHER

THAT WE WALK NOT IN FEAR-FOR FEAR IS NOT OF GOD
THAT WE WALK BY FAITH NOT BY SIGHT

THAT WE TRUST AND OBEY

THAT WE BECOME AS LITTLE CHILDREN

THAT WE LEARN TO REDEEM THE TIME

THAT WE STUDY TO SHOW OURSELVES APPROVED

THAT WE REMAIN FAITHFUL

THAT WE WEAR THE WHOLE ARMOUR OF GOD

THAT WE SUBMIT TO GOD- RESIST THE DEVIL

THAT WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WITHOUT HIM WE COULD DO NOTHING

THAT WE BEAR FRUIT

THAT WE LOOK UNTO JESUS THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH

1.   a. Certainly there is more that Jesus would desire of us

   b. For He taught many other things

      1) Some taught to His apostles while on earth

      2) Others taught to His apostles through the Spirit - Jn 16:12-13
2. But I wanted to use the current popularity of WWJD to simply remind

   you...

   a. Not only to ask "What Would Jesus Do?" in a particular situation

   b. But to ask "What Would Jesus Desire?" of you right now!

3. I hope I have encouraged you to reflect on what Jesus would want you

   to do today:

   a. If you have not committed to become His disciple...

   b. If you have not been baptized...

   c. If you are not observing His commands..

TO THE FATHER'S OF THIS CHURCH I PRAY THIS WORD HAS BEEN AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO YOUR HEART AND SPIRITUAL BEING...

AND REMEMBER IF YOU ARE NOT IN COMPLIANCE WITH THESE COMMANDS....

THEN IT'S TIME TO ASK YOURSELVE.... NOT ...WHAT WOULD JESUS DO BUT...
...what would Jesus desire for you?

