PAGE  
10


TITLE: Strength in Unity

TEXT: Eccl. 4:12; 1 Co. 12:12-27; Heb. 10:25; 

Ephe. 4:11-13

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the strength that is found in unity.

 Unity is actually a Scriptural principle that runs deep within the pages of Scripture.

 God doesn’t produce loners. He makes some people more sociable than others, but He has called no one to a lifetime of isolation. 

Why? I think that Solomon in the book of Ecclesiastes says it well when he says:

Ecclesiastes 4:12 ( NIV ) 12    Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.
    A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

Just stop and reflect upon the truth of this statement for a moment.
    

Though one may be overpowered.
One man who stands alone can be easily overpowered especially if attacked by two or more people.

Two can defend themselves..
Two men together if attacked stand a lot better chance of defending themselves against the attack.
 They can stand back to back so that no one sneaks up on them. They can offer each other assistance in warding off an attack.

    A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

 Most everyone here could probably break a single strand of string. Put two strands of string together and it gets more difficult.

 Put three stands together and it gets a lot more difficult! Put many strands together and you get a rope and that is virtually impossible to pull apart.
This principle is true in all of life but it is especially true within the Church, the body of believers.
 The Apostle Paul teaches about this principle extensively in 1st Corinthians chapter 12.

  1 Corinthians 12:12-27 ( NIV ) 12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  13For we were all baptized by  one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.  15If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  19If they were all one part, where would the body be?  20As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!”  22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,  23and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty,  24while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it,  25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 

 26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 
 Paul is here artfully using the physical body as an example of the body of Christ.
12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. 

 Paul is speaking of the diversity of parts within our physical bodies here and then he says So it is with Christ. 
12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 
 What Scripture is telling us is that within the Church, the body of believers, we cannot operate independently any more than fingers can operate without hands or mussels can operate without nerves or feet without legs!

 An isolated Christian is in a very real sense, separated from the power and completeness of the fellowship of Christ.
 He can experience the Spirit of God in some ways but not in others..
 An essential means of God’s Spirit working in our lives comes only in community. In fellowship with other believers.
 This should be obvious to us, but those of us who have grown up in an individualistic society have been trained to think of human beings as coexisting, not necessarily interrelating.

 We choose our relationships with a sense of independence, never realizing that we depend upon the whole Church in order to be complete in ourselves.

 Jesus may dwell in each believer for prayer and faith, but He does not dwell fully in any one believer for His works and ministry!

 That requires a body with numerous and diverse gifts.

 If we want to bear fruit in His name, we must bear fruit together.
This is what Scripture is striving to reveal to us when it says:

14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.  15If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  
 In our physical bodies all our parts are important and interdependent upon each other…

 If my stomach is hungry then my feet have to take me to the refrigerator, my hands have to open the door and get the food out, my fingers have to pick up the fork or knife, my mouth has to open itself to the food that I am about to eat and my eyes have to guide me in the entire process.

 If even one body part is not there then the process gets a lot more difficult! If several body parts are not there then the process can become impossible and I can end up starving to death.
Paul says: So it is with the body of Christ!

 But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it,  25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 

 26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

This past month I did something to mess up my right elbow. I went to the Dr. this week and he thinks it is tennis elbow. (Even through it has been 40 years since I have played tennis!) 

  It hurts something fierce at times. I have a brace that I use but  with certain movements the pain can at times be intense regardless. 
 At times the rest of my body starts to protest to the pain that my elbow is going through. My elbow it seems can cause other parts within my body to suffer also.

 Paul is here saying that that is the way that it is within the body of Christ!

26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

  Martyn Lloyd once made this observation…

Men and women no longer take exercise in sport as they used to. Instead, people tend to sit in crowds and just watch other people play.  There was a time when people provided their own pleasure but now the radio and television provide their entertainment and pleasure for them.  And I fear that the tendency is even manifesting itself in the Christian Church. 

   More and more we see evidence that people are just sitting back in crowds while one or two people are expected to be doing everything. Now that, of course, is a complete denial of the New Testament doctrine of the Church as the Body of Christ, where every single member has responsibility, and has a function, and matters. 

 In a lot of ways the Christian Church today is horribly fragmented…….
 Somehow we got the idea that separation is a casual matter. 

 Some change Churches with relative ease moving from one to another. 

 Some move in and out of spiritual relationships with apparent apathy toward them.

  We find true believers who develop overly exclusive theologies and divisive personalities and cliques. All the while, we forget a foundational biblical principle: In the Body of Christ, as in many other venues, unity equals strength!  (Example: an army)
   That is the point of Solomon’s message to us in:

 Ecclesiastes 4:12 ( NIV ) 12    Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.
    A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

 God gives us this principle of the three stranded cord because he wants us to be wrapped and bound together. He wants us to gather in His name. He wants a unified body of Christ, not many bodies of Christ. He wants individuals to find strength in tight, durable communities.
Paul is speaking to we the Church when he says this in: Hebrews 10:25 ( NIV ) 25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

 The day that is approaching that Paul is referring to here is the day of Christ return.

 Scripture is full of evidences that as this day gets closer and closer that the trials and tribulations in this world will get greater and greater.

   So our Scriptural admonition in light of this fact---25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

 The body of Christ can accomplish great things when we work together.

  I ran across a wonderful example of this in a story I read in a devotional a while back.

 Herman Ostry's barn floor was under 29 inches of water because of a rising creek. The Bruno, Nebraska, farmer invited a few friends to a barn raising. He needed to move his entire 17,000-pound barn to a new foundation more than 143 feet away.  His son Mike devised a lattice work of steel tubing, and nailed, bolted, and welded it on the inside and the outside of the barn. Hundreds of handles were attached. 
  After one practice lift, 344 volunteers lifted and slowly walked that barn up a slight incline, each supporting less than fifty pounds. In just a few minutes, the barn was on its new foundation. 

What was impossible for one man or one family to do a community of likeminded people did with relative ease!

 Individually we may be able to do little as a Christian but corporately we can do great things!


 Ephesians 4:11-13 ( NIV ) 11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  12to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
 Our attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ in not going to be an individual accomplishment but it necessitates a group effort.
 God has gifted no one man or woman with all the gifts required to make the body complete. If the body is going to be complete it can only do so as each of the individual parts come together and operate as one complete and whole body.

 A Pastor named Rod Coope shares a story from his childhood…

  When I was about 10 years old, I had the privilege of getting up at 4 a.m. to get the cows so we could milk them. As we came in for breakfast, I would smell the beginnings of this soup my mom used to make. She would put in hunks of beef and carrots and peas and potatoes and all kinds of good stuff. And you'd begin to smell it. 

   I remember coming in at lunch thinking that was what we're going to have. I'd go over to get some, and she'd say, "No, Son, you can't have any yet. You'll have to wait till tonight." We would work hard all afternoon. 

   And as we came back for the evening meal (that's the only time my dad beat me into the house), we would sit down, and my mom would set this huge cauldron of soup on the table. She would put this ladle in the soup, and the steam would rise off of it. And she would put it down into the bowl, and you could put your face over it and--can you smell it right now?--we would take our spoons and dip in there. It was wonderful. 

   I remember asking my mother, "Why is it that we had to wait all day on this soup?" 

   She said, "Son, it needed to simmer so we get all the juices out of all the ingredients. And then they're all mixed together; that's what brings forth that good aroma. And when you taste it, you're getting the best of what's in each ingredient." 

   He said: That's the way I look at worship. Sunday morning is a culmination of a people who've been simmering all week in the presence of God. When we simmer every day in the presence of God and then come on Sunday morning and mix all of it together, there's an aroma and a smell of the grace and the goodness of God that lifts up to heaven. And God pulls off the lid and goes, "Mmm, Now That’s worship. 

 Church what makes worship a sweet smelling fragrance to God in not us as an individual ingredient, but what makes the sweet smelling aroma of worship pleasant to God is when all the ingredients simmer together and their flavors mingle and rise before the Lord.
 What makes a powerful Church going forth into its world effecting change in the power of Christ is not a Church where a few come and offer their giftedness to God while the many sit back and watch the process, but a church that recognizes that each body part is equally important to bring about wholeness within the body so that the body can operate in the wholeness and completeness that God intended.
12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  13For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be------ 5so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 

 This morning do you realize your importance within the body of Christ?  That God has gifted you with a gift of His Spirit that He has meant for you to use to bring completeness to this part of His body?

 And if you are not here or are not exercising that gift that God has given you then the body is incomplete and not functioning as it should or as it could.

 A lot of the time our problem is, not that we don’t have a gift to offer, Scripture assures us that each of us do, but the problem is we often don’t recognize the gift that God has given us to administer within the Church body.

 There are many gifts of the Spirit that are listed in Scripture but there are many, many more that are not specifically listed but are as individual as we are individuals.

 As we seek God and ask Him to reveal His giftedness to us He will!

 That giftedness that we have been given may just be our faithfulness to the rest of the body by offering encouragement and support by our presence.

 It may be something else more specific but the giftedness, whatever it may be, is a gift of God that He has given you and I to bring about wholeness and completeness and health to His body.

We just need to be faithful in the administration of that giftedness whatever it may be…. 

 It is only then that we, the body of Christ, will be a whole, healthy body and the powerful force that God has ordained us to be within our world.

 Again Gods purpose for each of us as parts of His Body -the Church …12to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
 Is it your desire this morning to become mature in your faith and to attain to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ? That can only happen as a community effort!

 Have you committed yourself and the giftedness that God has given you to become an active and vital part of His body the Church bringing wholeness within this community of believers?
12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  13For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

The thing that ties and unites us all together, the thing that we all have in common is the indwelling presence of the lord Jesus Christ.
  The uniting force of the Holy Spirit of God is what unites and ties and binds us together into one Spiritual body and has the potential to unleash the Power of God into our world helping establish His eternal Kingdom.

 The question for us is are we allowing Him to use us to bring completion and fullness to His Body the Church helping enable us to do what we are called to do as the Church of Jesus Christ.

