Weekly Devotional 10-16-2011  Metamorphosis

This week I had the most beautiful experience. I was out in my backyard walking to my clothes line all of a sudden there were hundreds of butterfly’s flying around me. They were Monarch’s resting on my clothes pins on the line. It was amazing! I looked up and on each clothes pin there were like five or six butterfly’s all together hanging there. I was AMAZED! They were so beautiful. I had surprised them but they were not scared of me one even landed on my shoulder! It was so kool. This got me thinking about the life cycle of a butterfly and what they go through during the short journey of their life. Let me share it with you:
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The total time for one butterfly’s life cycle is six to eight weeks… egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, butterfly.  The eggs are laid on a journey back up North from the hibernating butterfly’s that have been in the South. The monarch grows inside the egg for four days. 
[image: image2.jpg]5 %».%W
[ 4s g%ﬁ%

SN
j Yz

RS




Then it hatches into a hatches into a beautiful caterpillar, and munches on milkweed and grows for about two more weeks. This is when the caterpillar finds a SAFE place to pupate - go into the larvae stage where it attaches itself and draws a cocoon around itself to finish the process of metamorphosis. The caterpillar’s life cycle inside the larvae chrysalis (pupa) last about ten days. 
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The butterfly while hatching (like baby Christians) is extremely vulnerable to predators while hatching. But then it is able to fly! This stage lasts about six to eight weeks which is when they make their twenty-five hundred mile journey from the North back to Mexico. Once in Mexico they hibernate for four or five months and then start the migration back north again laying their eggs and beginning the life cycle all over.

The butterfly’s stage of life seems so similar to our own in our Christian walk. We are reborn when we accept Christ into our life as our personal Savior. We go through our growing stage like the caterpillar eating up the Word of God and gaining as much knowledge as we can to learn how to walk in our  NEW  life. None of us are perfect or ever will be.  We all have our times when we take back what we have given to God to handle. We get stressed, or angry, or lash out at a family member or someone else, we show our true selves in our own cars alone by ourselves in the we react to others on the road beside us. 
In our cocoon stage we give our problems, cares, woes to God and then hibernate in His love and peace until something happens that awakens that side of us or that problem and we find ourselves cycling over again constantly trying to get to the final stage of perfection.
I feel it is so refreshing to have these amazing creatures to remind us what the cycle of life is really all about. It is about constantly emerging and growing into that beautiful creature that our Creator originally designed us to become. The most amazing thing is that He, our Creator is always there for us ready to let us wrap up into a cocoon again in His safe and loving arms and just rest there.  
Do you need rest today? Are you struggling with a problem or addiction that you just feel you can’t overcome? Do you feel the weight of the world upon your shoulders? Wrap up in the cocoon of God’s love and mercy! Turn yourself over to Him and just as the butterfly emerges out of the darkness of the cocoon so will you in all His love, peace and glory!! 
P.S. here is a video I took of the butterflies the other day! It was so amazing and so peaceful I pray for that kind of peace of all of us! If you look on the tree branches those are monarchs not leaves. This was my first video ever so I will get better with time ( Click on the link below:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1DgiP5dZfnY 
