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TITLE: SUBSTITUTION
TEXT: Nu. 3:40-51; Ro. 3:23, 6:23; Jn. 3:16; Heb. 10:11-14;
Jn. 11:47-53; Eph. 2:8-9; Ps. 55:22; 1 Pet. 5:6-7; Ro. 10”9-13
INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about substitution.

  If you had the choice which would you rather have, the real thing or a substitute?
 Most of the time we would probably choose the genuine over the substitute wouldn’t we?

 The leather covered bible over the paperback version, the alligator designer boots over the K-mart vinyl look a likes, a real steak instead of an imitation soy product, a Rolex instead of a Timex.

  Then again, there are times when substitutes are actually preferable.

 If you are diabetic than sugar substitutes are more desirable for you than real sugar.

 If you are allergic to dairy products then the substitute of soy milk or cool whip might be preferable over whole milk and real whip cream.

 I prefer to have my pharmacy substitute my prescriptions with generic drugs rather than the real thing because it saves me money to do so.

Scripture deals a lot with the subject of substitutes and substitution.
Numbers 3:40-51(NIV) 
40The LORD said to Moses, “Count all the firstborn Israelite males who are a month old or more and make a list of their names.  
41Take the Levites for me in place of all the firstborn of the Israelites, and the livestock of the Levites in place of all the firstborn of the livestock of the Israelites. I am the LORD.” 
42So Moses counted all the firstborn of the Israelites, as the LORD commanded him.  
43The total number of firstborn males a month old or more, listed by name, was 22,273. 
44The LORD also said to Moses,  
45“Take the Levites in place of all the firstborn of Israel, and the livestock of the Levites in place of their livestock. The Levites are to be mine. I am the LORD.  
 The Lord had previously commanded that the firstborn of all the Israelites and the firstborn of all the livestock belonged to Him.

 But here God desires to take a substitute instead of the real thing.

 In place of all the firstborn of the people of Israel that belongs to God, God substitutes in their place, one entire tribe of the people, the Levites, to be given to Him as the first fruit of all Israel.

 What are we being told when God substitutes the Levites for the Firstborn of all Israel?

 Sense the Levites were specifically chosen by God  to offer Israel’s sacrifices, it is very possible that God is signaling the importance of substitutions role in those very sacrifices. 

When it comes to paying the price of sin God seems to have a certain attraction for substitutes and substitution.
 There may be a practical reason for Gods doing this..
Romans 3:23 (NIV) 
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God..
Romans 6:23(NIV) 
23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
 All have sinned and the wages, the penalty for that sin is death!

  If everyone has sinned and the just penalty for sin is death, then God’s imposing the death penalty directly on every sinner would quickly bring an end to the human race wouldn’t it?

 So what is it that God does to spare humanity?

 He offered the substitute of animal sacrifice.

 That is why animal sacrifice was to be done in a very specific manner.

 The one offering the sacrifice would have to lay his hand on the head of the animal being sacrificed as a substitute for his sin to make a point of connection between the sinner and the substitute that was being sacrificed for his sin.

 In this way sin could be temporarily atoned for so that God would not have to enact his judgment on mans sin requiring his death.

 Have you ever stopped and pondered just how many animals would have been sacrificed for mans sin throughout all these years that animal sacrifice was required? It would have probably added up to billions of animals over the years……

 All of that sacrifice, all of that shed blood, as a substitution for the sins that man has committed!

All of this animal sacrifice as a substitute for the sins of man was a preparation by God.

 God was preparing man for a substitute that He would one day provide that would end all the need for any other substitute for sin being made.

John 3:16 (NIV) 
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

 In speaking about Jesus Scripture says this in:
Hebrews 10:11-14(NIV) 
11Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  
12But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.  
13Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool,  
14because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.

 Why is it that God gave His one and only Son?

He gave Him as our substitute to pay the penalty of our sin.

 After Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead the Pharisees and the chief priest got together by calling for a meeting of the Sanhedrin to discuss just what they must do about this Jesus character
 With raising Lazarus from the dead Jesus miracles had now really gotten their attention and threatened their influence and power over the people.

John 11:47-53(NIV) 
47Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. “What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many miraculous signs.  
48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 
49Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all!  
50You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.” 
51He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation,  
52and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one.  
53So from that day on they plotted to take his life.
  Here we find the high priest making a statement that he thought was just addressing the issue before them that day while God had a much greater meaning behind it.
The religious leadership’s thoughts on the matter were:
48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 

 Caiaphas said: 
50You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.” 
 Caiaphas was speaking about killing Jesus so that the people would not continue to flee to Him and end up making him king which would decrease their power and influence over the people and possibly bring down the Romans upon them.
The prophetic meaning behind the words that he spoke was something a lot more profound.

50You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.” 
 This was God speaking through Caiaphas about the substitutionary role of Jesus as the ultimate sacrifice for all our sins.
 It is better that one man die for the people than that all people perish.

 There was a law in Tokyo Japan around 1900 that no foreigner could take up residence there unless he had a “substitute.” 
 There were native Japanese who hired themselves out for this purpose. 
 If the foreigner broke any law, the substitute suffered the penalty for it, even if the penalty were death.
 In a similar way, our standing before God and his law is only obtainable through the substitutionary work of His Son. 
 A foreigner to Tokyo in those days would have to hire a substitute to stand in for them---God freely provides our substitute who will stand in for us!

Ephesians 2:8-9(NIV) 
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 


Romans 6:23(NIV) 
23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
It is interesting that sin has its wages but eternal life comes as a gift!
The Greek word used for wages here is:

op-so'-nee-on 
rations for a soldier, that is, (by extension) his stipend or pay:—wages.
The wages, the dividends, the recompense for sin is death!

The Greek word for gift used here is:

charisma char'-is-mah 
a (divine) gratuity, that is, deliverance (from danger or passion); (specifically) a (spiritual) endowment, that is, (subjectively) religious qualification, or (objectively) miraculous faculty:—(free) gift.


   Jesus is the char'-is-mah, the free gift, of God to you and I!
Jesus is the gift of substitution, the gift of a substitute!
 But in our world today the enemy tries to offer us up substitutes for this substitute doesn’t he?

N.T. Wright in speaking about tolerance being a poor substitute for forgiveness writes:
Instead of genuine forgiveness, our generation has been taught the vague notion of “tolerance.” This is, at best, a low-grade distortion of forgiveness. At worst, it’s a way of sweeping the real issues in human life under the carpet. Jesus’ message of forgiveness of sins offers the genuine article and insists that we should accept no man-made substitutes.

How many man made substitutes for forgiveness do we find today?

 Just go to Barnes and Noble or Borders book stores and look in the self help sections and see how many books there will be on the subject!

I did a web search on the phrase “how to feel better about yourself” and you know have many articles or web hits there were? 170,000,000!
 How many do you suppose would have said that the answer is Jesus?

 I didn’t look at all 170 million but did check out a few.

 Here is an example that seemed to be the norm:

Under a title of “how to feel better about yourself” it said this:

You can do the things below to make yourself feel better when you're mad, angry, feel betrayed by someone that you trust.

Instructions
1. It is so hurtful when someone that you trust lies or betrays you. 
Let your emotions out by crying or screaming out loud! However make sure you do it at the right time and location.  
 Your bedroom may be the best place when you feel like crying out. Go to the mountain or an empty park they may be a good place to scream it out loud. The fresh air will help you feel better too.

2. It is okay to grieve. It will make you feel better than trying to hide the fact about how you feel. Give yourself time to rethink about what happened and what you should do next in this situation. Don't rush to make big decision in your life such as divorce.

3. Talk to someone you trust! Talking to someone about your problem will make you feel better. Having someone listening about your grievance will let out the pain inside.

4. Go to the source of problem. Communicate and ask someone (friends, family or even counseling) about what they would do in the same situation.

5. Take the next step! Ask yourself if it is worth it to stay in the relationship or if you should move on. Research, for that matter, to get better understanding about your problem.

6. If you decide to stay or move on please understand the consequences of your situation.

  Of all of these I think I like the first one the best---
“Let your emotions out by crying or screaming out loud! However make sure you do it at the right time and location. Go to the mountain or an empty park! They may be a good place to scream it out loud. “And if nothing else “the fresh air will help you feel better.”                                                                                    

  I think I would rather go to the author or life, go to the Word of God, to find the answers for when I may be mad, angry or feel betrayed by someone that I trust.    

   Psalms 55:22(NIV) 22 Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous fall.
1 Peter 5:6-7(NIV) 
6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  
7Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
  God has provided us with a substitute! A substitute for our sin, a substitute for our anger and anxiety and pain and sorrow.
 That substitute that God has provided is Jesus, and the substitute is freely given.

 But just as in any gift that is given, it must be received before it will do us any good.

 Scripture tells us how we accept the gift of the substitute He has provided that will give us eternal life, how to accept the gift of Jesus.. 

Romans 10:9-13(NIV) 
9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  
11As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 
12For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him,  
13for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
God’s gift of Jesus is truly amazing and it is freely given to everyone!

  For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
 The gift is freely given to all but it must first be accepted to do us any good.
 I can give you a gift, have it all wrapped up in pretty paper, but if you take it and put it up on a shelf unwrapped, even though I have given you the gift you have not received it. It is doing you no good.

  God’s gift of Jesus is the same… It has been freely given to all but it has not been received by all. Some just put it on a shelf to maybe open later---

This gift of a substitute for our sin, the gift of Jesus is only received one way….
9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord
 Three all important words to understand if we will truly receive Gods gift of Jesus and become saved through His substitutionary work on the cross.
Confess Jesus as Lord!

 Confess comes from Greek:
hom-ol-og-eh'-o 
to assent, come into agreement with, that is, covenant, acknowledge:—con- (pro-) fess, , promise.

The Greek for Jesus:

Iēsous
Jesus = “Jehovah is salvation”
1) Jesus, the Son of God, the Savior of mankind, God incarnate.

The Greek word for Lord:
koo'-ree-os (supremacy); supreme in authority, that is, (as noun) controller; God, Lord, master, Sir.
 Put this phrase, confess Jesus as Lord,  hom-ol-og-eh-o  Iesous Koo-ree-os, together in context and what it is saying is this:
We need to come into agreement with God about the Lordship or supremacy of Jesus Christ in our life.

 We need to allow Jesus to become supreme in authority, surrendering the control of our life to Him!

 And here is the thing---you can not confess a non truth or a non happening and have it  be true confession.

An example I use in the jail ministry a lot when talking about this is:

 Say I am talking to Bill and Bob, two close friends.

 If Bill commits a crime and Bob is mistakenly arrested for that crime, but because of his friendship with Bill he decides to take the fall for him.

 Bob is then tried and convicted of that crime and just before sentencing the judge gives him one last chance to “confess” to his crimes, and if bob says; yes judge, I did it, he has not confessed. Because you cannot biblically confess a non truth! Confession, coming into agreement with, has to be centered upon truth, upon reality!

 Now if Bob did do the crime and the same thing played out and the judge asked him if he did it and he said; yes I did it, then he has confessed! He has come into agreement with the judge about the reality of what he has done.

 The point is, in order to confess Jesus as Lord we need to have first given Him lordship, supremacy, control over our life.

 If we call Him Lord but have not given Him that supremacy or control of our life then we have given a false confession, which is really not confession at all! We have made a false statement concerning His Lordship as it pertains to our life!


 To accept and receive the freely given gift of the substitute for our sin that God has provided us in Jesus requires that we unwrap and embrace that gift.
 We do that one way and one way alone—by confessing that Jesus is our Lord.

 If that confession is going to be real then we have to have given Him supremacy over our life.

 Have you made this all important confession in your life today?

Have you confessed Jesus as your Lord? Is Jesus ruling and reigning supreme in your life?

  If so, then you have unwrapped and received the gift of substitution, the gift of Jesus that God has freely given, and you have the assurance of eternal life in your future.

 If you have not truly made Him Lord of your life through surrender of your life to Him, giving Him supremacy over your life,  then why not do so today….
