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TITLE: Substance 

TEXT: John 6:35, 6:51, 8:12, 10:9, 10:11, 11:25, 14:16,

Jn. 8:52-59; Ex. 3:7-14;l Gal. 2:20; Ro. 6:8-14; Jn 14:12;
Romans 8:14
INTRODUCTION: If asked the question: what is the substance of your life how would you respond?

  What is the substance of your life? 

Science tells us that the human body is 61.8 percent water by weight. Protein accounts for 16.6 percent; fat, 14.9 percent; and nitrogen, 3.3 percent. All other elements constitute 3.4 percent of body weight.

So, is this the substance of your life?

This may be true in a generic since for mankind but for a Christian this is not what we are to see as the substance of our lives.
Jesus and Jesus alone is to be viewed as the substance of our life.
Have you ever noticed how often Jesus says “I Am”

In Scripture?

The book of John is the “I Am” book of the bible.

Jesus uses this phrase over 80 times in the book of John.


John 6:35 ( NIV ) 35Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 


John 6:51 ( NIV ) 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”


John 8:12 ( NIV ) 12When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”


John 10:9 ( NIV ) 9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.£ He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 


John 10:11 ( NIV ) 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 


John 11:25 ( NIV ) 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 


John 14:6 ( NIV ) 6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

With all of these uses of the phrase ‘I Am” Jesus is actually identifying Himself as the God Jehovah! The God of creation….

The religious Pharisees at the time of Jesus knew exactly what Jesus meant when he used this particular phrase, I Am, to identify himself…


John 8:52-59 ( NIV ) 52At this the Jews exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that if anyone keeps your word, he will never taste death.  53Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?” 

54Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me.  55Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep his word. 

 56Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”

57“You are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!”

58“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”  59At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. 

What instilled such fury into the Jews who were questioning Jesus here that they strived to stone him for his simply saying: before Abraham was born, I am?

It was because Jesus had just identified Himself to them as the God of Creation!

    Let’s go to the account of God sending Moses back into Egypt to deliver his people from Pharaoh…

Exodus 3:7-14 ( NIV ) 7The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering.  8So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.  9And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them.  10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 

11But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
12And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you£ will worship God on this mountain.”
13Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
14God said to Moses, “I am who I am.£ This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
 God here identifies Himself to Moses and the people as I Am.

haw-yaw'
A primitive root; to exist, that is, be or become, come to pass, X altogether, accomplished, committed, continue.

I am who I am speaks to the all or ever-existent one.
 When Jesus said before Abraham was born, I am, he was not using poor grammar but He was saying that He was the ever existent God of creation and the Jews understood exactly what He was saying and wanted to stone Him because of it.

You can substitute the name God for each time that Jesus used the words I Am….

   I am the bread of life! I Am the light of the world! I Am the gate of the sheep! I Am The good shepherd! I Am the resurrection and the Life! I Am the way the truth and the life!

Jesus is all the things that we need to get by in this world and be assured of eternity in the next one!

Jesus did not come to show us the way, to feed us the bread, to shine the light on us, to tell us the truth, or any other direct assistance. 

 He is much closer to us than that!  He does not just offer us these things but He is these things!

 In a very lateral and real way Jesus is our life right now!

We are not to ask Him for His help in living our lives but we are to allow Him to live His life more profoundly, more transparently though us each day!

That is why it is never appropriate simply to see Him as our teacher, Guide, Councilor, Healer, Deliverer, and the like, insofar as we think these roles belong to a person outside of ourselves.

 He is genuinely in the depths of our heart, asking us to get the junk out of His way so that He can shine through us.

 This is what the Apostle Paul is talking about when he says in:

 Galatians 2:20 ( NIV ) 20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.

What exactly is Paul saying here?

I, Paul, Have been crucified with Christ and, I, Paul, no longer live!

 Crucifixion only had one outcome--Death!  No one came down from the tree alive!

 I have been crucified with Christ! I have died with Him and I no longer live but now Christ lives in me!

 This is Paul’s way of saying that he is not relying upon Jesus as merely his teacher, Guide, Councilor, Healer, Deliverer, and the like. Some cosmic force outside of himself, but he has put all of his fleshly nature to death so that Jesus can live His life through him.

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

Paul expands on this teaching in:
Romans 6:8-14 ( NIV ) 8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  

10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.  14For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.

10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Notice that it doesn’t say: 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives (for) God. 

 No, It says the life He lives He lives (to) God!

To live for God speaks to our striving to live Christ-like lives!

To live to God speaks of allowing God to live His life through us!
To live for God is constantly striving for outward help, His help to come upon our situation…To live to God is relying upon His inward power and presence! 

10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Example:  Steve McVey, president of Grace Walk Ministries. And author of What You've Always Wanted in The Christian Life, said this:
  Realize that you can't keep your promises. That may seem like a strange first step toward the goal of keeping promises, but it's true. 
   Consider this question: If we could keep our promises, wouldn't we have done it by now? How many times have we made the same promises? Let's face it, rededication to keep promises won't work. If it did, we wouldn't find it necessary to keep rededicating ourselves. Many of us have struggled with promise-keeping for one reason: We have focused on our performance more than on Jesus Christ. We have tried to keep our promises, but the Bible teaches that effective Christian living doesn't come by trying. It comes by trusting Christ to express his life through us. He is the only One who can successfully keep promises. 

   Before we can be effective promise keepers, we must become promise receivers. The Bible is clear about God's promise: the One who has given us his life will be the One who lives it for us. Only Jesus Christ can effectively live the perfect life. He lives inside believers today and wants to reveal His perfect life through us. 

I mean how many times do we approach the Lord like this when working through a problem in our life?
   O Lord come and help me with this problem! Lord Come down and take care of this thing I struggle so much with! Reach down from Heaven and fix this in me!

 Lord I know that you are all powerful and you can do all things so please reach down and touch this problem!

Do you see the problem with this approach?
   We are asking an outside God to come and intervene in our behalf all the while He is an inward presence that wants us to get out of His way so that He simply can live His life through us…
The statement that Paul made in Galatians 2:20 is a very powerful statement! Possibly the most powerful, life altering statement in the Bible if we would only grasp it…
Galatians 2:20 ( NIV ) 20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live!

 A lot of the time, possibly most of the time, we live our lives far from being crucified with Christ don’t we?
If we as the Church were really crucified with Christ then our world would be a much different place today…
If we all lived out this one verse of Scripture can you imagine the impact it would have on our world?
20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.

If we, as the Church, actually all lived this verse of Scripture then this world would be full of Jesus’ walking around in it!

I believe that this is the dynamic that Jesus talked about in:

 John 14:12 ( NIV )  12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 

Jesus foresaw that those who had faith in Him would be those that would crucify themselves with Him and allow Him to live His life through them.
And when that happened they would not only do what He had done but do even greater things than that…
How is that possible?

Because it was the way that Jesus could actually multiply the presence of Himself on planet earth..
When Jesus walked this earth He had great power but He could only be in one place at one time.
Through His indwelling presence in all genuine believers He can now be in many places at one time working His miraculous works of grace.
Example:

 When Jesus was here he only impacted those that He personally came into contact with….

 After His death and resurrection and ascension to Heaven He sent His Holy Spirit to indwell His Church and now each of us that has received that Spirit can impact our world with the message and ministry of Jesus!

   Jesus multiplied the presence of Himself on planet earth through the work of the cross!

Paul understood the dynamic necessary for Jesus to multiply His presence on this planet! 
20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

This morning, do you see Jesus only as someone who has come along to assist you? 

  Or do you rely on His dwelling in your heart?

 Is He not just your example or co-pilot, but have you allowed Him to be the very substance of your life?

 We cannot know the Father and we cannot get to Heaven, with Him only showing us how to get there---He must take us there!
Romans 8:14 (NIV) 
14 (NIV)  because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 

 

Led= Ago

a primary verb; properly to lead; by implication to bring, drive, (reflexive) go, (special) pass (time), or (figurative) induce :- be, bring (forth), carry, (let) go, keep, lead away, be open.

 Having been born of His Spirit, we must let His Spirit actually live in us and lead the way. It can only live or be alive in us as we crucify our self getting our self out of His way….

This is a profound, life altering truth.  Meditate upon it. Realize every morning that Jesus is present within us by reason of our faith and that He intends to conform us thoroughly to His likeness..

He wants us to crucify our self, getting ourselves out of His way so that He can live His life through us!

He wants to be the very substance of our life.
 Is Jesus the substance of your life this morning?
 Are we daily being crucified with Christ, putting self to death so that Jesus can live His life through us?

If we do can you imagine the change we could bring to our world?
