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TITLE: The Sufficiency of God’s Grace

TEXT: 2 Cor. 12:7-10; Gal. 4:13-15; Is. 40:30-31; 

Phil. 4:13; Rom. 8:28

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the sufficiency of God’s grace. Is the grace of God sufficient in your life this morning?

Our primary text this morning will be:


2 Corinthians 12:7 - 10 (NIV) 7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.  8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Paul here talks about a severe personal trial. He describes it as: a thorn in his flesh! A messenger of Satan that was sent to torment him.
We don’t know for sure what this severe personal trial of Paul’s was.  Many feel that is was a very painful personal affliction. Some believe that he had a very severe infection or disease of his eyes.

 They get this from an account of Paul’s life found in the book of Galatians.

 Galatians 4:13 - 15 (NIV) 13As you know, it was because of an illness that I first preached the gospel to you.  14Even though my illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if I were an angel of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself.  

15What has happened to all your joy? I can testify that, if you could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me. 

 From this passage some feel like Paul’s thorn in the flesh was a disease or infection of the eye that was, not just painful to Paul, but also something that was very gross for others to see.
14Even though my illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn….. Instead, if you could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me. 

Whatever this personal trial of Paul’s was it was very painful to him and he sought relief from it.
 Not just once or twice but it says three times Paul pleaded, he begged God to take this affliction away from him…
How did God respond to Paul’s pleadings?

 Gods said no!

 God said: My grace is sufficient for you Paul, for My power is made perfect within your weakness..
When Paul grasped this truth it changed, not just his life, but his entire perspective as well.
Paul says: Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

 Paul didn’t just come to a place of mere acceptance but he came to a place of delight. Delight even in the difficulties and personal trials and tribulations that he would find himself going through in life.
The word Paul used for delight is:

yoo-dok-eh'-o
From G2095 and G1380; to think well of, specifically to approbate that is, approve (an act); think good, (be pleased), take pleasure, be willing.

Paul actually came to a place where he could boast about his trials and tribulations…
Not boast for them but boast about the grace and sufficiency of God to get him through them!

This verse has an all-important word in it that puts it into a powerful context and that is the word is!

God said: My grace “is” sufficient for you!
 H. W. Webb Peploe shares a very powerful story about his own life and the sufficiency of God’s Grace.

He says: God was pleased to take my youngest child from this world, under circumstances that caused me severe trials and pain. And as I returned home from the Church cemetery, having just laid my little ones body in the grave, I felt a compulsion to preach to my people on the meaning of trials.

  I found that the verse, My grace is sufficient for you” from 2 Co. 12:9 was the text of next week’s Sunday School lesson,  so I chose it as the Lords message to the congregation, as well as His message to me.

 Yet while trying to write the sermon, I found that in all honesty, I could not say that the words were true in my own life.

 Therefore, I knelt down and asked the Lord to make His grace sufficient for me.

 He says while I was pleading in this way to the Lord, I opened my eyes and saw this exact verse framed and hanging on the wall in my study.

 My mother had given it to me a few days before, when I was at the vacation resort where our little child had been taken from us. 

I had asked someone to hang it on our wall at home during my absence but had yet not really noticed the words.

 Now as I looked up and wiped my eyes, the words met my gaze:

My Grace Is Sufficient for You!

The word is, was highlighted in bright green, while the words “my” and ‘You” were painted in yet another color.

 In that moment a message flashed straight to my soul, coming as a rebuke for having prayed such a prayer as; Lord, make your grace sufficient for me.”

His answer was almost an audible voice in my ear that said: How dare you ask for something that is!

I cannot make my grace any more sufficient than I have already made it!

 Now get up and believe it, and you will find it to be true in your life!

The Lord says in the simplest way, My grace is sufficient for you!

My grace is (not will be or may be) but is sufficient for you!

 He said the words MY, Is and You were from that moment on indelibly written upon my heart. And thankfully, I have been trying to live in the reality of that truth from that day to the present time…
 He says that the underlying lesson that came to him through this experience, and that he seeks to convey to others is this: Never change God’s facts into hopes or prayers but simply accept them as realities, and you will find them to be powerful as you simply believe them.

God has said: My grace is sufficient for you!

 Is -is the present tense of be!

Someone may say: tomorrow I will be 21 years old. Tomorrow that person can say I is 21 years old! (I am)

Is- is present reality!

God is telling us here that His grace “is” sufficient for us!

 Not will be or may be but is! Now! Present tense!

Think about this?  Whenever we pray for the sufficiency for God’s grace in a time of trial or tribulation we actually insult God. We aren’t believing and trusting in his word by asking for something that He has already promised and provided.
God has said that his grace is sufficient!  He has already provided us with sufficient grace and he can’t do anything to make it any more sufficient then he has already made it….
We just need to believe that His grace has already been provided for whatever it is that we may be or are going through right now.
It is only when we take God at his word and believe him in our “now” our present,  that we will be able to come to that wonderful place that Paul had come to that enabled him to say:

 Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Again that word delight means: to think well of, specifically to  approve, think good, take pleasure, be willing.
Someone once wrote: "The will of God will never lead you where the grace of God’s sufficiency cannot keep you." 

 That's another way of saying with Paul that we never have temptations greater than we can bear.

 We pray for lighter burdens when we ought to pray for stronger backs. We pray for an easier path when we ought to pray for tougher feet. We pray for fewer problems when we ought to pray for better solutions.

  John Claypool, when he was the Pastor of the Crescent Hill Baptist Church, had a little daughter who suffered with leukemia. When she went into remission, everybody thought maybe God had healed her. 

  On an Easter Sunday morning she went into a terrible recurrence. In his book, Tracks of a Fellow Struggler, Claypool relates how for two weeks his daughter was wracked with pain, her eyes swollen shut. She asked him, "Daddy, did you talk to God about my leukemia?" 

   He said, "Yes, dear, we've been praying for you." 

   She asked, "Did you ask him how long the leukemia would last? What did God say?" 

   What do you say to your daughter when you can't help her, and the heavens are silent? Emotionally and spiritually he was exhausted. A few hours later, his little girl died. 

The following Sunday morning, John Claypool got into the pulpit to preach. It turned out to be one of the most powerful sermons of his life. He preached on Isaiah 40:30-31, which says,

 " 
Isaiah 40:30 - 31 (NIV) 30    Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31    but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,  they will walk and not be faint.

   Dr. Claypool said something to the effect, "There are three stages of life. Sometimes we mount up with wings as an eagle and fly. We're on top of the world. 

Sometimes we run, and we don't grow weary. 

We just go through the routine. 

Sometimes it's all we can do to walk and not faint, and then he said: And I need your prayers and your encouragement." 

   At the moment John Claypool was at his lowest, he preached probably his most influential sermon. 

Perhaps his greatest contribution came at his darkest hour. He could have said like Paul, Your grace is sufficient for me--- "For when I am weak, then I am strong." 

 Often I think that our prayers in our times of difficulty or adversity as a Christian are way off of the mark…

We pray for easier lives; when we should be praying to be stronger people! We pray for tasks equal to our powers; when we should be praying for powers equal to our tasks. We pray that God’s Grace would be sufficient for our present situation when we should be praying a prayer of thanksgiving because His grace is sufficient already!

There is a great power that God has provided us as we come to a realization of the sufficiency of His grace. The sufficiency of His grace that is…
In his book, Fuzzy Memories, Jack Handey writes, "There used to be this bully who would demand my lunch money every day. Since I was smaller, I would give it to him. 

   "Then I decided to fight back. I looked into taking karate lessons, but the instructor wanted $5 a lesson. It was cheaper to pay the bully, so I gave up karate." 

   Too many of us as Christians believe it's easier to pay the bully than learn how to defeat him.

We have an enemy, a bully that wants to take everything that we have. 

Scripture says that Satan roams this earth like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour…
Like a bully, he tries to extort us of our peace and try to get us to not trust in God.
God has provided us with everything that we need to defeat this enemy, this bully!

He has given us the sufficiency of His grace!

He has already proven Himself faithful to us!

Most of us time and time again!

For us it all comes down to perception!

Do we believe that God’s grace will be or may be sufficient for us or do we believe that God’s grace is sufficient for us?

It is only as we perceive God’s grace as “is” sufficient that will enable us to defeat the enemy and live a life of Victory in Christ Jesus.
It is only as we come to that place of trusting in the sufficiency of God’s grace in our present that we will be able to live our lives in the complete victory that he has provided for us in our future.
  One New Year's Day, in the Tournament of Roses parade, a beautiful float suddenly sputtered and quit. The problem---It was out of gas. The whole parade was held up until someone could get a can of gas to that float. 

 The ironic  thing was this float represented the Standard Oil Company. 

   With all of its vast oil resources, its truck was out of gas. 

   Often, as Christians we find the same thing happen in our lives of service to God….Even though we are clothed with power from on high and God has provided us with the sufficiency of his grace that is, we neglect our spiritual maintenance through unbelief and find ourselves running out of gas and are stopped in defeat.
 Whatever the trial or tribulation that you may be going through hear God say; My grace is sufficient for you.
 Not may be or might be or will be but My grace is sufficient for you.
 Take hold of this and all of the wonderful and powerful promises that God has given us in His holy Word!

 Such as:

 Philippians 4:13 (NIV) 13I can do everything through him who gives me strength.

Romans 8:28 (NIV) 28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who  have been called according to his purpose. 
The sufficiency of God’s grace IS!

 Is God’s grace sufficient in your life this morning?

Have you taken Him at his word?

Have you discovered that His power is actually made perfect within your weaknesses so that you too can take delight even in your times of trials and tribulation and difficulty because you have come to the realization of truth that it is when we are weak, when we have exhausted our all strength and come to the realization of our inability that we simply surrender ourselves to God and trust in His infinite ability?

Have you allowed God’s grace to be sufficient in your life today?

I would like to close with a poem written by Annie Johnson Flint;

He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater,

He sendeth more strength when the labors increase,

To added affliction He addeth His mercies,

To multiplied trials His multiplied peace.

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,

When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,

When we reach the end of our horded resources,

Our Father’s full giving is only begun.

His love has no limit; His grace has no measure,

His power no boundary known unto men,

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,

He giveth and giveth and giveth again.


