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TITLE:  THE PROMISE OF EASTER (RESURRECTION)

TEXT: Lk. 422:42-44; 1 Co. 15:12-24, 50-58; 
Ro. 10:9-10

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the promise of Easter. Sometimes I think that the promise of Easter gets lost somehow in the celebration of it.

 With the movie “The Passion of The Christ” a few years ago I think that possibly many people experienced a new or renewed vision on just what it is that we are celebrating today.

 The movie portrayed the Passion, the Suffering of Christ. Particularly about the last 7 hours of his life on earth.

  And those hours were brutal hours for Jesus and for those who watched it unfold before their eyes.
The story starts in the Garden of Gethsemane the night of Jesus betrayal and arrest. As Jesus leads his disciples up to the garden after sharing one last meal together, he knows exactly what is coming. He is the incarnate God of creation. He knows what is lying ahead of Him, what he must endure over the next few hours.

 He goes to this quiet place to get alone with the Father and He prays..

We can get a sense of His agony and anguish of soul as, He who knew no sin, was about to become a sacrifice for all sin.
 As Jesus starts to feel the weight and burden of all sin start to come upon His shoulders we hear Him cry out…..

Luke 22:42 44 (NIV) 42“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 
 And then we get a sense of the real agony of what Jesus was going through at that moment in time….

44And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.
Example:  Dr. Ted Roberts who was a marine Pilot during the Viet Nam war shared that how when pilots where in a plane that was going to crash and they could not eject from the plane and as the ground comes closer and closer that with the intensity of the moment and the sudden spike in blood pressure that sometimes the blood vessels just under the skin in the forehead would start to rupture and it would appear as if they were sweating blood.
  He who knew no sin was about to become the sacrifice for all sin! The anguish of the moment was so intense that I believe that the blood vessels in Jesus forehead started to rupture and it would have literally appeared as though He were sweating blood.
 Question? Have you ever been accused of doing something that you didn’t do?  Remember how it made you feel? How much that hurt? Especially if your accuser was someone that you loved?

 Picture how Jesus must have felt as all of our sins, past, present and future, started to come down upon Him…
He was totally, 100% innocent and yet the guilt and condemnation and accusation of all sin He started to bare…
  Not just your and my sin but all sin! The sin of evil men like Nero and Hitler, and Charles Manson, and Ted Bundy, and the September 11th hijackers and all the rest of the world’s mass murderers came upon Him as well…
 No wonder Jesus cried out under that weight…
Father, if it is possible let this cup pass from me!

 No wonder that the agony of His soul was so great that He sweat great drops of blood as He became the sin barer for you and I and all of mankind..
 The innocent talking the guilt for the guilty!

EXAMPLE: Someone breaking into my home raping my wife and killing my children—getting caught, tried and convicted and then just as the judge is about to pass down the death sentence upon him, I, the husband and father of the ones victimized ask to approach the bench and tell the judge that I want to stand condemned in this mans place….
 I want to bear the guilt and the consequence of this mans sins so that he doesn’t have to….
 I want to suffer his punishment so that he can go free…
That is exactly what Jesus did!

  And then Jesus is betrayed in the Garden, and not just betrayed, but betrayed by a friend and in the most personal of ways…He was betrayed with a kiss!

 Again, if you have ever been or felt betrayed by a friend or loved one then you can possibly identify a little bit here with the pain that Jesus must have felt.

   How much more that betrayal hurt because it was from someone He considered a friend.. Someone who He had poured His life into as a close friend…
  And then the arrest and trials that could best be described as complete mockeries of justice..
 How do you think that Jesus felt after being so severely beaten and whipped and then brought back out to stand in front of the crowd..  And Pilate, in trying to secure the release of Jesus because he finds no grounds for the death penalty, brings out a known murderer by the name of Barabbas who had been sentenced to death for the crimes that he did commit, and offers the people a choice..
 You chose who I will release unto you? Barabbas the murderer or Jesus who is called the Christ?

 How do you suppose Jesus felt standing there looking over the crown as they shouted back we want Barabbas! Crucify Jesus!

 Jesus had healed their sick, raised their dead, fed their hungry and only loved them and gave of Himself to them and now to hear them cry out so passionately for Him to be killed and a known murderer released in his stead!

 Put yourself in that situation! How would that have made you feel?

 And then the long agonizing walk to Golgotha, to the place of execution…Forced to even carry your own cross!

 I think the agony of Jesus reaches its climax as we hear him cry out from the cross….My God, My God why have you forsaken me?

 We are fickle; we change direction so many times in our lives that most rivers are straighter in comparison..
  Maybe it isn’t all that strange that Jesus really couldn’t count on the people --but now even the Father had to turn away from Him….

 God is the personification of Holiness and Righteousness.
 Sin can not stand in the presence of God.. Sin is what caused God to depart from Adam and Eve in the Garden….

 Sin is what kept Moses from being able to stand in the literal presence of God so God put Moses in a cave and allowed him to see His after glory but not His face…

 The fact is if God would have allowed Moses to see His face Moses would have been destroyed by it because sin simply cannot stand in the presence of God. Moses was, as all of us are, sinners, and that sin is what separates us from God.
 When Jesus was on the cross the sin of the world was upon Him and God the Father had to turn away from Him….

 Jesus, for the first time in His life, literally felt that separation…. My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?
And if the story ended here it would really be pretty sad…
Not just sad but heartbreakingly tragic!

 But this is not the promise of Easter but the Purpose of Easter

 The cross is not what Easter’s promise is really all about!

 What we celebrate today is not the cross!  There is nothing to celebrate in the cross, in and of itself.
What we celebrate today is that the tomb was found empty!

Jesus rose from the dead! Jesus rose victoriously over sin and death!

 And that is what we celebrate this Easter Sunday!

The angel proclaimed on that first Easter morning, why do you look for the living among the dead? Jesus is not here He has risen!

And this is the central truth that brings hope to our faith!

The Apostle Paul talks about this in:
1 Corinthians 15:12 - 24 (NIV) 12But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 15More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 
19If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.
18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 
 If Christ did not rise from the dead then we are to be pitied above all men!

 Why? Because our preaching becomes useless and so does our faith!

If Christ didn’t rise from the dead then He died for nothing! 
If Christ didn’t rise from the dead then the only thing that He proved was that the result of sin is death whether it be your own or the sins of others you have taken upon yourself..
And if we are going to die anyway with no hope of a life after this one then what is the use?
 We just as well eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die! Tomorrow holds us no hope!

But Paul goes on with the most important and powerful and wonderful truth of Scripture….
22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 
21For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
24Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power!
23But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 
Now this is something worth celebrating!
 Christ has indeed been raised from the dead!

 And because He has we know that we who believe in Him have the hope of rising above death and the grave also!

Jesus was the firstfruit…
 Do you now what that means?  He was the first of many.
 A firstfruit speaks of more fruit to follow!

20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

The firstfruits of those who have died..
 Because Jesus bore our sin upon Himself and died and then rose above sin and death, we who believe in and upon Him as the Lord and savior of our life, have the promise that one day we will also…
This is the fulfilled promise that caused the Apostle Paul to go on and say in….

1 Corinthians 15:50 - 58 (NIV) 
50I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”53For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—
55    “Where, O death, is your victory?
    Where, O death, is your sting?”£
56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is
 the law. 57But thanks be to God! He gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
58Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

 What insures us that our love and labor for the Lord is not in vain?

  The resurrection!  Jesus rose from the dead! And because He rose from the dead we have that same promise of one day rising from the dead just as He has done!

 Because of this central truth of Scripture, the greatest enemy of mankind, death itself, no longer has any hold on us!
Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
Swallowed up in the victory of the cross!

The victory of the cross is the resurrection of Christ!

55    “Where, O death, is your victory?
    Where, O death, is your sting?”
  Mel Gibson,s Movie was about the passion, about the suffering of the Christ..
 I thought it was a good movie and I think that it brought home the suffering of Christ in a very dynamic way.
 It was beneficial in that it brought home to us, in a very personal way, just how much God loves us that He would endure that kind of pain and anguish and suffering and humiliation to redeem us from our sin.

 But it is not the Passion, the Suffering of Christ that we celebrate today!

 That was Friday but this is Sunday!

The Tomb is empty! Jesus isn’t still in it! He has Risen! Jesus is alive! Jesus defeated the greatest enemy of mankind! Jesus defeated sin and death and He lives forever and because He does we can also!

 Now that is something to celebrate!

 Friday was not a good day! The disciples ran away in fear and confusion! Fear and doubt started to overwhelm them!

 Jesus mother and His closest friends had to stand back at a distance and just helplessly watch, as the one they had placed so much trust and faith in, someone they loved with all of their heart, was nailed to a cross where he died right in front of their eyes!

 That was Friday but the game was not yet over because Sunday was on the way!

 And on Sunday morning when they went to the tomb to finish up preparing the body and say their last goodbyes they found that the Tomb was empty! Jesus wasn’t there!

 Then an angel of God appears and I imagine he had a smile on his face when he said; Why do you look for the living among the dead! Jesus is not here! He has risen!

 Even death could not keep him down!  Even death could not deter Him from His mission of redemption!

 He literally destroyed deaths hold upon us!

Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
55    “Where, O death, is now your victory?
    Where, O death, is now your sting?”

The sting and victory of death is gone! 

Jesus conquered death and removed its stinger!

Now that is something to celebrate! That is something we can rejoice about!
 The promise of Easter is the resurrection of Christ as the firstfruit---- with the promise of more fruit to follow.
We can be that “more fruit” that will follow if we simply receive the promise…
 Romans 10:9-10 tells us how we receive the promise of Easter, the promise of the resurrection…

Romans 10:9 - 10 (NIV) 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.
 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,”

The most important instruction and invitation of Scripture….

9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,”

I want to close with examining two all important words here…. Confess and Lord.
 Words that can make us recipients of the promise of Easter--Victory over sin and death. 

 The promise of a resurrection and a secured eternity in Gods Kingdom…

9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,”

The Greek word for confess is 

hom-ol-og-eh'-o
 that is, covenant, acknowledge:— (pro-) fess,  It means in the context that it is used here to come into agreement with!

hom-ol-og-eh'-o is a Greek verb. Verbs always apply to the subject of the sentence. The subject of this sentence is the Lordship of Jesus Christ!

 In context what this sentence is saying is that in order to receive the promise of a personal resurrection into eternal life we must confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord---we must come into agreement with God about the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
The word Lord in Greek is:

koo'-ree-os
From κῦρος kuros (supremacy); supreme in authority, that is, controller.
Example of Lord: In our Civil war.. After the war was over and the Union soldiers went through the south to make sure all the slaves were being set free they would go from plantation to plantation. Most of the time when they came on to a plantation to set the slaves free the slaves would say; thank you sir and they would go free. However on some plantations when they went to set the slaves free the slaves would not go! They said no sir! We love our master and we are not going anywhere.
 They reason for this was that not all of the slave owners in the South were bad men, In fact most were godly men. Slavery had just been legal all their lives so it was an excepted norm. Some masters treated their slaves pretty well.
  They made sure they were well housed and well fed and taken care of if they became sick. Some of the masters who lost their wives would bring one of the black women into their home to raise their children, the old mammy's of the south.
 What developed on some plantations was like a family bond between master and slave. And when these slaves had the right to go free they willingly chose to remain in servant-hood to their master because of love. Their master loved them and they  loved their master. They became known as free bondsmen---They were free to go but made the choice to stay and serve because of the relationship they had with the master.
 And that is the exact context that Paul uses the word Lord, Koo'-ree-os, here
That is what the Lordship of Jesus Christ is all about!

Being free to go but making the choice to stay because of relationship! Because of love and devotion..
It is voluntarily placing ourselves under the control of Jesus Christ..
Doing what He wants us to do…Going where he wants us to go… Living our lives so devoted to Him that it is actually Him living His life through us..
As a Christian if we live our lives in any other way then we have made a false confession of Christ…
We can’t live our lives not doing what Jesus would do and say that we have come into agreement with God about the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
We can say it but it will be a false confession.
The promise of Easter is the promise of resurrection!

To receive that promise we must embrace Jesus as the Lord of our life.
We must give Him control. 
When we truly make Him our Lord then we become heirs of the promise.
Jesus becomes the firstfruit and we become the fruit that will follow..
This Easter Morning, Are you an heir to the promise of the resurrection? Have you truly made Jesus the Lord of your life? Have you given Him control? 

One thing about a confession is that if it is not true then it is not really a confession. We can’t confess an untruth.
To say that Jesus is Lord will require us to have given Jesus lordship, given Jesus control of our lives…Anything less then that is not a real confession of Christ….

Have you confessed Jesus as your Lord this morning?

 Do you have the assurance of the Resurrection?…That you will one day be as Jesus is now? Living forever in the fullness of the Glory of God….

Prayer- Invitation

