"I AM A SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST" Cause... 

I"FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH,

AnnMarie, and Fayanne  sang a song at our Sunday night meeting called..."I am a Warrior A Christian Warrior"..Let's do that now!!!
Scriptures...1 Timothy 6:1-15
 Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.2 And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren; but rather do them service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit. These things teach and exhort.3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness;4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.13 I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;14 That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:15 Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;
Intro.

   A. Though spoken to Timothy, 1 Tim. 6:12 "FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH" applies to all of us.

   B. Beloved, I put you in remembrance today that we are spiritual soldiers, fighting a spiritual conflict, and as such we must understand the following scripture.....
2 Cor. 10:4-6... 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.

WHAT DOES THIS EXACTLY MEAN....IT MEANS THAT.....
As good soldiers, we are not to be entangled in the affairs of this world. 
2 Tim. 2:3-4.. 3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.
In Scotland, around 1420, "golf" had become so popular that King James II ,feared the pastime placed the country at risk in its ongoing war with England. He reasoned that his soldiers were spending too much time chasing the "golf" ball, and too little time practicing archery. The Scottish archers would pose very little threat to their  English foes. Thus, the king persuaded his government to  pass an act of parliament banning "golf." 

      2. As Christians, our own individual interests must be subservient to that of our King.

         Anything that jeopardizes our service for the King of kings must be identified and treated as a  

         lower priority. ! ! !
         SO WITH THIS IN MIND....

         Let us look at what it means to fight the good fight of faith.

I.  FIRST OF ALL, WE MUST ALL UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE ALL INVOLVED IN AN 

    ACTIVE SPIRITUAL WAR AND WE MUST FIGHT. BECAUSE YOUR VERY EXISTENCE 
    AS A  CHRISTIAN HERE ON EARTH IS  VERY MUCH AT STAKE !!
      A. We must fight against the devil and his angels. THE BIBLE SAYS......
Eph. 6:12... 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
      1. We must steadfastly resist the devil. 
1 Pet. 5:7-8; 7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: (gobble up)
WANT TO KNOW HOW TO DEFEAT THE DEVIL AND HIS ARMY.....GOD HAS MADE IT SIMPLE....LISTEN.....
James 4:7... 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.!!!!
   B. Also, we must fight against falsehood and error...Therfore.....
      1. We should earnestly contend for the faith. 
Jude 3... says the following.....3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
      2. Paul was set for the defense of the gospel. 
Phil. 1:7 7 Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace.
      3.  He also strongly defended the truth WHEN ERROR ENTERED THE CHURCH!!! 
Acts 15:1-2;  And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question.

Gal. 2:3-5... 3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised:4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:5 To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.

         b. Some in the church in Galatia did not like Paul's rigid stand for truth. So Paul wrote to them and told them the following.....
Gal. 4:16.... Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?
Pilate didn't know the answer to "TRUTH" and it was standing right before him!!!!
       A.  We must fight against worldly lusts.

       B.   because......Fleshly lusts war against the soul. 
1 Pet. 2:1111 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;
      2. Paul spoke of the war that he was going through which is no different than what goes on within the individual.

Rom. 7:23-25 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.

     3. The Spirit and fleshly lusts are contrary to one another. If we walk in the Spirit, we will not 

           fulfill the lust of the flesh. 
Gal. 5:16-17... 16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

II. WE SHOULD FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT. (war is not something anyone is willing to be involved in.
But, It is a "good" fight for the following reasons:

   A. It is for a worthy cause.

      1. It is in behalf of the Lord Jesus Christ.

         a. He enlisted us. 
2 Tim. 2:4... 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.
      2. He is the captain of our salvation and He gives eternal  life. 
Heb. 9:15; 15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.
1 John 2:25; 25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.
James 1:12... 12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.
   B. Beloved this war that we are in ...is a stand for what's right war !!!.

      1. It is a stand with the Lord in the power of His might with  His armor. 
Eph. 6:13-17 13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:
      2. It is both standing "with" the Lord, and standing "before"  the Lord. 
Mal. 3:2-3... 2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap:3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.
   C. This war will glorify God.

      1. Our efforts as good soldiers should be to bring glory to  God. 
1 Pet. 4:10-1110 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
      2. To God be the glory in all things forever. 
Eph. 3:20-21... 20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.
III. WE SHOULD "FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH".
   A. know why?????,   because...Faith is the motivating force behind our warfare.

      1. We "walk by faith," "live by faith," and "fight by faith." 
2 Cor. 5:6-8... 6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.

      2. Paul's faith in Christ enabled him to live a life of  dedicated service to the Lord!! 
Gal. 2:20... 20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
   B. Faith gives strength and courage. 
Heb. 11:11,31-40.... 11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.
Heb 11:31-40... 31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions.34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise:40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.

   C. Through faith we gain the victory. 
1 John 5:4... 4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
IV. PAUL SPOKE TO HIS YOUNG PASTOR TIMOTHY AND  ADDED: 
"LAY HOLD ON ETERNAL LIFE."
   A. Thus, Timothy was to work toward receiving eternal life.

   B. In the Scriptures "eternal life" or "everlasting life" is an expression that is used of both present
       and future, just as the terms "kingdom" and "saved" are used of both present and future.
      1. There are many SCRIPTURES which speak of eternal life as a future inheritance. 
Titus 1:2; 2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;
Mark 10:30; 30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 
Matt. 25:46... 40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

      2. But, there are passages which speak of eternal life as present.....
John 3:36; 36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
John 5:24; 24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
1 John 5:11-12... 11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.
         a. If a Christian begins to hate his brother, eternal life will no longer be his. 
1 John 3:14-15... 14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.
   C. Let us heed Paul's encouragement to lay hold on eternal life,  to gain the eternal reward.

      1. Remember, it is Jesus Christ who gives eternal life. 
John 11:25-26... 25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?
         a. Actually, He is the eternal life. 
1 John 5:20... 20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.
         b. We can share in what He is. 
Phil. 3:20-21; 20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.
1 John 3:2-3...  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

      2. We receive eternal life by patient continuance in well doing. 
Rom. 2:6-7... 6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds:7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life:

      3. Paul did not consider himself as already saved ("once saved, always saved"), but he pressed 
          toward the goal. 
Phil. 3:13-14.. 13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.......
THE PRIZE HE SPOKE ABOUT WAS....ETERNAL LIFE!!!
Concl.
   A. Let us be good soldiers of Jesus Christ.

   In closing I want to read to you this letter......titled

                      "I Am A Soldier of Jesus Christ."
      I am a soldier in the army of my God. The Lord Jesus Christ is

      my commanding officer. The Holy Bible is my code of conduct.

      Faith, prayer, and the Word are my weapons of warfare. I have

      been taught by the Holy Spirit, trained by experience, tried by

      adversity, and tested by fire. I am a volunteer in this army,  

      and I am enlisted for eternity.

      I will either retire in this army at the end of time, or die in

      it; but I will not get out, sell out, be talked out, or pushed 

      out. I am faithful, reliable, capable, and dependable. If my   

      God needs me, I am there. If He needs me to teach a class, to  

      teach my neighbor, to help someone in need, or just to sit and 

      learn, He can use me because I am there! I am a soldier. I am  

      not a baby. I do not need to be pampered, petted, primed up,   

      pumped up, picked up, or pepped up. 

      I am a soldier. No one has to call me, remind me, write me,    

      visit me, entice me, or lure me. I am not a wimp. I am in      

      place, saluting my King, obeying His orders, praising His name,

      and building His kingdom. No one has to send me flowers, gifts,

      food, cards, candy, or give me handouts. I do not need to be   

      cuddled, cradled, cared for, or catered to. 

      I am totally committed to His cause. I cannot have my feelings hurt bad enough to

      turn me around. I cannot be discouraged enough to turn me      

      aside. I cannot lose enough to cause me to quit. When Jesus    

      called me into this army, I had nothing materially. If I end up

      with nothing, I will still come out ahead. I will win          

      spiritually. My God has supplied my needs, and will continue to

      supply all of my needs.

      I am more than a conqueror. I will always triumph. because I can do all

      things through Christ who strengthens me. Devils cannot defeat me. People cannot

      disillusion me. Weather cannot weary me. Sickness cannot stop

      me. Battles cannot beat me. Money cannot buy me. Governments

      cannot silence me, and hell cannot handle me, because I'm safe 

      in my Savior.

      I am a soldier. Even death cannot destroy me. For when my

      commander calls me from this battlefield, He will promote me,

      and then allow me to rule with Him. I am a soldier in the army,

      and I'm marching, claiming victory. I will not give up. I will 

      not turn around. I am a soldier, and I am heaven bound, and    

      here I stand! Will you stand with me as a good soldier of Jesus

      Christ?

"I AM A SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST" Cause...

I FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH
