"LAYING UP TREASURE IN HEAVEN"
INTRODUCTION
1. King Solomon in all his wisdom described the problem with trying to attain earthly treasures in this manner...

Ec 5:10-16, 10 He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity.11 When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes?12 The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep.13 There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt.14 But those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his hand.15 As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand.16 And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind?
   a. Money and abundance do not truly satisfy

   b. The abundance of the rich prevent good sleep, and 
      often hurts the owner.

   c. Riches perish through misfortune, and cannot be taken
      with us when we die.

2. In the disclosure our saviour Jesus spoke and commands

   us to lay up treasure not on earth, but

   in heaven

Mt 6:19-21, 19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
the emphasis here is.......... 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal
 b. Not that it is wrong have earthly treasures per se, but 
    our focus should be on laying up treasure in heaven...
2 Questions.....

[Why should our focus be on laying up treasure in heaven?  Also, how do we lay up treasure in heaven?  
I. REASONS TO LAY UP TREASURE IN HEAVEN
   A. TREASURE ON EARTH IS INSECURE...
      1. Moth and rust destroy (material things are 
         perishable)

      2. Thieves break in and steal (material things are 
         subject to theft)

      3. There is also loss due to inflation, stock 
         devaluation, bankruptcies, faulty investments, etc.

   B. TREASURE IN HEAVEN IS SECURE...

      1. Neither moth nor rust destroys (our treasures are imperishable)

1Pe 1:3-43 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does 
      2. Thieves can not break in and steal (our treasures
         are securely guarded). 
1Pe 3:4-54 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their
   C. OUR TREASURE IS WHERE OUR HEART WILL BE...

      1. That is, where our affections, our hopes, our 
         dreams will be

      2. If our treasure is on earth, our hearts will
         experience much disappointment

         a. As things for which you have affection decay or 
            are one day destroyed by fire

         b. As things in which you find your primary joy 
            are suddenly gone through things like theft.
      3. If our treasure is in heaven, our hearts will not
            suffer great disappointments

         a. For our treasure is "incorruptible, undefiled,
            and does not fade away"

         b. Nothing can take our treasure away from us, for 
            it is:

            1) "reserved in heaven for you"

            2) "kept by the power of God through faith"

      4. Whatever happens on earth will not devastate us! - e.g., 

He 10:32-34 32 But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions;33 Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used.34 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance.
      5. When these words are taken to heart and applied

         a. The storms of life will not overwhelm us

         b. Because we've built our foundation upon the words of Jesus!

Mt 7:24-2724 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, …

   D. TO KEEP OUR EYE GOOD...

      1. Understanding the metaphor used by Jesus:
         a. The "body" likely represents the soul or inner 
            man

         b. The "eye" likely represents the gaze of the 
            soul or the heart of man

         c. The word "good" in Greek means "simple, single,

            uncomplicated"

         d. The word "bad" in Greek means "wicked, evil"

         e. In the Scriptures, the expression "evil eye" is
            used to mean.. "envious, covetous".
Pr 23:6; 6 Do not eat the bread of a miser, Nor desire his delicacies;

Mt 20:15; 15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil because I am good?’
Mk 7:222 thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.
      2. Explaining the metaphor used by Jesus:

         a. If the heart or gaze of the soul be "good" 
            ("single" in its love for the things of God),
            then one is filled with "light"

            (goodness, righteousness, and truth). 
Ep 5:8-108 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.
         b. If the heart or gaze of the soul be "evil"
            (full of envy,covetousness), then one's soul is
            filled with "darkness"(selfishness, wickedness,
            and falsehood)!
      3. Thus the need for Jesus' warning:

         a. To guard what goes in your eye

            1) I.e., what you allow your eyes to dwell upon

            2) Remember, there is such a thing as "the 
               lusts of theeyes" (i.e., materialism)
         b. To be rich toward God, free from covetousness - 
Lk 12:13-2113 Then one from the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”14 But He said to him, n“Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?” 15 And He said to them, o“Take heed and beware of 3covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”
16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17 And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’ 18 So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, p“Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; qeat, drink, and be merry.” ’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night ryour soul will be required of you; sthen whose will those things be which you have provided? 21 “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, tand is not rich toward God.”
            1) Note Jesus' warning - 
Lk 12:1515 And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”
            2) Note His conclusion - 
Lk 12:2121 “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
      4. Paul likewise warns of the danger of materialism, 
         or covetousness.
         a. Those who desire to be rich fall - 
1Ti 6:99 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.
            1) Into snares and temptations

            2) Into many foolish and harmful lusts

            3) To drown in destruction and perdition
         b. The love of money is a root of all kinds of 
            evil - 
1Ti 6:1010 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
            1) From which some have strayed from the faith
               in their greediness.
            2) From which some have pierced themselves with 
               many sorrows.
   E. TO MAKE GOD OUR MASTER...
      1. No one can serve two masters -
Mt 6:2424 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
         a. A master by definition demands "total loyalty",
            and we are

            unable to please two masters at the same time

         b. Such is certainly true with God - cf. 
Exo 34:1414 (for you shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God),
         c. Mammon (Aramaic for riches) is evidently no 
            different

      2. We have to choose between God and mammon

         a. When wealth is coveted, and becomes the
            priority in our lives, it becomes a god. 
Ep 5:5; 5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
Col 3:55 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
         b. So the choice becomes one as to whether we 
            shall worship the One True God, or be 
            "idolaters" following after a false god!
      3. Choose to serve God!
         a. As Jesus would later say, "Seek first the 
            kingdom of God"

Mt 6:3333 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.
         b. Do this, and God becomes our Master

         c. Since we can't serve two masters, this
            effectively eliminates Mammon from being our
            "god"!

[For such reasons, Jesus tells us why to lay up in treasure in heaven.
Jesus also tells us how to lay up treasure in heaven...]

II. HOW TO LAY UP TREASURE IN HEAVEN
   A. BY GIVING TO THE POOR...

      1. Jesus connected giving to the poor with laying up
         treasure on two occasions.....
         a. To His disciples - 
Lk 12:32-3332 “Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth destroys.
         b. To a rich ruler -
Lk 18:18-278 lNow a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

19 So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but mOne, thatis, God. 20 You know the commandments: n‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ o‘Honor your father and your mother.’ ”
21 And he said, “All pthese things I have kept from my youth.”

22 So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, “You still lack one thing. qSell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
23 But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich.

24 And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, r“How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
26 And those who heard it said, “Who then can be saved?”

27 But He said, s“The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.”
      2. Paul also connected sharing one's wealth with 
         laying up treasure in heaven - 
1Ti 6:17-1917 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 
         a. To be rich in good works, ready to give,
            willing to share

         b. Storing up a good foundation for the time to 
            come

         c. To lay hold on eternal life

   B. NOT THAT ETERNAL LIFE CAN BE PURCHASED...
      1. Salvation is by grace through faith, not of works
 Ep 2:8-9; 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
                          yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.
Tit 3:55 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
                 He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing 
                of the Holy Spirit,
         a. We are redeemed by the precious blood of Christ 
1Pe 1:18-1918 knowing that you were not redeemed with 7corruptible things,like silver or gold, from your aimless conductreceived by tradition from your fathers, 19 butbwith the precious blood of Christ, cas of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
         b. And as children of God we are joint-heirs with
            Christ,recipients of every spiritual blessing
            in Christ -
Ro 8:16-17; 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.
Ep 1:3 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
      2. But giving to the poor helps us to lay hold on 
         eternal life

         a. By freeing our hearts from covetousness
            (idolatry). 
Ep 5:5 5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
         b. By reminding us when our true reward will be
            received.

Lk 14:12-14 12 Then He also said to him who invited Him, “When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid. 13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed,the lame,
CONCLUSION
1. We are not called to asceticism...
   a. God wants us to enjoy what we have -
1Ti 6:17c 17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.. 
Ec 5:18-20 18 Here is what I have seen: sIt is good and fitting for one to eat and drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labor in which he toils under the sun all the days of his life which God gives him; tfor it is his 4heritage.19 As for uevery man to whom God has given riches and wealth, and given him power to eat of it, to receive his 5heritage and rejoice in his labor—this is the vgift of God. 20 For he will not dwell unduly on the days of his life, because God keeps himbusy with the joy of his heart.
   b. Yet proper enjoyment requires a heart for giving.
Ac 20:35 35 I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”
2. Thus we are to work with our hands...

   a. Not just to provide for our families - 
1 Tim 5:8 8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
   b. But also for others in need - 
Ep 4:28 8 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need.
3. Are we laying up treasure in heaven...?

   a. Jesus told us why

   b. Jesus (and Paul) also told us how

Have you given much thought as to how you can be rich in good works,ready to give, willing to share?  Store up a good foundation for the time to come, and lay hold on eternal life...!

