Weekly Devotional 5-8-2011 Standing Strong

First off, HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY to all you who are Mothers and read this devotional, my prayers and thoughts are with you and your family.

Our seasons of light can be so many things, they are the happy moments when we feel content with ourselves and our life, they are when a brand new life is brought into this world, a couple gets married and are on top of the world, a life is saved from a terrible accident, the innocent laughter of children playing, when an illness is miraculously cured, when a child or spouse returns home from the war, when you land that job you have been praying so hard for, when from somewhere money comes to ease the pains of financial burdens, when a friend calls you at just the right time to say I was thinking of you and called to see how you are, when you are finally able to move out of the apartment or trailer and into your very own home, when a child runs up to you and throws their arms around your legs and says “I love you.” Even in the smaller things that we do not think of like walking in the sun and a warm summer shower gently falls the rain drops feel so good against your skin, or sitting outside on a full moon night and all of a sudden a gentle warm breeze blows ever so slowly across your skin, when in the spring you see everything come alive again as the seasons change. Ultimately, the greatest “season of light” is when you finally give your life to Christ with all your heart.

In contrast, there are seasons of testing and trials and sorrow. Just like in the book of Job, God let Satan tempt Job, God did not tempt Job, Satan did with every sorrow and affliction he could throw at him; yet Job stood the test of time, he did not give up on God. The seasons of light are earthly joys; the seasons of trials are earthly sorrows. There is a joy coming one day that supersedes any joy we can ever imagine here on earth. In the epistle of James (James 1:1-4) who was the half brother of Jesus, James tells us to,

 “2 count it all joy when you fall into (meet) various trials and temptations, 
3 knowing this that the trying of your faith produces patience, 
4 but let patience have her perfect work that you may be perfect and wanting nothing
Jesus told Thomas and the Apostles: (which is for us too!)
 “1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 

 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

 4 And where I go you know, and the way you know. 

 5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we do not know where you go; and how can we know the way? 

 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man comes unto the Father, but by me…

When you are facing various sorrows or testing of your faith, STAND STRONG! On the outside you may wear your heart on your sleeve; others may grieve with you and pray for you, but guard your heart. Never let your heart give up on God for HE will never give up on you. I pray this devotional blesses you. I have had one heck of an emotional roller coaster of a week the last ten days and I write this to let you know… you can find strength to go on, you CAN go on, turn your focus off of the earthly sorrow and toward the JOY of Christ our Savior who will alwayz be there forever and will one day wipe away every tear in your eye (Revelation 21:4)!! Turn to the B I B L E that is the instruction book for me!!!
