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TITLE: " A new Life!

TEXT: 2 Co. 5:17; Col. 3:1-14; John 8:44 & 14:6; Rev. 21:8; 1st Pet. 2:20-21; Phil 4:13; Mt. 6:14-15 & 7: 22-23; 1st Jon. 5:3

INTRODUCTION: 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  

  Since we have entered a New Year, this morning I want to talk about just how we can live our lives as New Creations "in Christ", Which is our primary calling as a Christian.
Paul gives us instruction on how we live this new life in Christ in:

Colo 3:1 (NIV) Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, ( O.k., Now that you are saved, now that you have accepted Jesus into your heart--) set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

  Set Your Minds= (On things above)
Fron-eh-o

3) to direct one's mind to a thing, to

seek, to strive for

As Christians we are to set our hearts and direct our minds on things above. We are to strive for things above, Strive for Godly and Heavenly things..
  The verb used here is a present imperative suggesting a continuing action on our part..
 We are not just to set our hearts and minds on the things of God on occasion but it is to be a continual action on our part.
In the normal 24 hour day, how much time do you devote to striving for things that are above?

  How much of any one day are your thoughts devoted to God and to heavenly things, things that pertain to His kingdom?

How many times during a day does God or anything relating to His Kingdom enter your mind? 

Example: Several years ago when Rev. Charles Updike’s dad, Senior Updike, came out to speak at church I can remember something that he said that has stuck with me ever sense.- He said; I Think of God every moment of every day! 
 That statement really blew my mind.  For me at that time in my life my thoughts of God were mainly just on Sunday morning, Thursday nights, if I happened to go to Bible Study, and when I prayed before going to bed.  At that time in my life I couldn’t even conceive of the thought of thinking about God in every minute of every day. Being that God conscious.

  Today I can relate a lot more but back then I couldn’t even conceive of it.
 But this is exactly what I believe Paul was saying to the Colossian Church when he said:

 Colo 3:1 (NIV) Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

To set ones heart and mind on things above is to bring God into every aspect of our daily lives.

 To be totally God focused or God aware..
2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 

  When we commit ourselves to Christ we start to die to our sin nature, our old self, and we start to become a new creation in Christ.
A New creation, a new creature, and Scripture says that our life is now hidden in Christ with God.
  Our old life in the physical is still visible to the world around us but it is a life that is changing, It is going through a metamorphosis--the process from which a worn changes into a butterfly...

 That is what Jesus wants to do for us..
That is what regeneration, the born again experience is all about.. 

 The old worm being transformed into a beautiful butterfly as we take on more and more of the nature and character of Christ in our life.
 And until the process reaches its completion our life, our real life, our eternal resurrected life, is hidden with Christ in God.
  Our lives being hidden with Christ in God suggest that even though our temporal life here on earth may be exposed to all the elements of this world and may be subject to the trials and tribulations of this life, and the attacks of the enemy, our real life, the life that we have in Christ, God has hidden so that nothing can harm it. We are secure in the hands of God.
 God has it concealed for safe keeping till the day that we are ready to receive it in its fullness!!

 The next verse--- 
4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

Because of that fact, the fact that we have this new life that is hidden with Christ in God that will be revealed to us in its fullness when Christ appears we are admonished to---  

 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature:

Everything that belongs to our earthly nature, our sin nature, we are to put to death! We are to kill it!
 See that it is destroyed!

 We are given two categories of things that we are put to death...

The First---

Colo 3:5 (NIV) Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 

We are to put to death things such as...
  sexual immorality--any kind of sexual misbehavior--whether physical or mental)-Jesus said "whoever lusts in his heart has committed adultery. 

impurity, ( it means moral uncleanness --we must become a morally pure people)
lust, ( a desiring for what is forbidden) 

evil desires ( translates-bad attitude)----

and greed, (Constant desire for more--a mind consumed by wants--more money, more property, more possessions, more power ect.) 
All of these things are described as idolatry. Anything that we place as more important to us than God is Idolatry.
6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.  

  The wrath, the judgment of God is coming because of these very things! The things that come from our sin nature!

 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 

  We used to walk in these ways before we came to Christ but Christ has shown us a better way..
 And then Paul says that's not all that you need to remove from your lives. He goes on to point out some more "socially accepted" sins....

8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 

You must rid! It Means to put off, aside, or away!

  Things such as these: anger=agitation of the soul! Temper!

Rage=fierceness ,indignation , heat, anger forthwith

boiling up and soon subsiding again.

Malice= naughtiness, malignity, malice,

ill-will, desire to injure
Slander= the same word we get blasphemy from.

railing, evil peaking , slander, detraction, speech

Injurious to another's good name.

  You talk ill about another Christian then you are speaking injuriously against the name of Christ because that is the name that a Christian bears.
 And that is blasphemy---Speaking ill against God!

filthy language = foul speaking, low and obscene speech..

And last but not least....

9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 

10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 

  Do not lie to each other 

There is no such thing as a white lie.
 The term- "white lie" indicates that there are times when lying is appropriate, not just appropriate but actually good.
 White being a symbol of good, of purity, of God!

 Example: Old cowboy movies Good guy always wears white hat--bad guy always wears black hat....

  Listen to what Scripture has to say about the origin of a lie......

John 8:44 (NIV) You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

All untruths coms from the father of all untruth--Satan himself! The guy with the black hat!

 Scripture says that he is the father, the originator of all lies!

 What is it that Scripture has to say about Jesus?

What does Jesus have to say about Himself?
John 14:6 (NIV) Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

 You see, Jesus is not just a truth, but He is the truth, He is the embodiment of truth itself..
 All untruths are lying, and lying is serious business!

 The last book of the Bible, the book of Revelation has this to say about the seriousness of lying....

Reve 21:8 (NIV) But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death." 

Young people this morning, guard your mouths! Strive to be young men and woman of integrity!

Be truthful! Even if it hurts! Even if the truth might cause you pain!

1Pet 2:20 (NIV) But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 

21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 

 When Jesus stood before Pilate one little white lie could have got Him off the hook.
  Jesus endured crucifixion, being nailed to a cross rather than to succumb to a lie..
 Folks, if we suffer in this life let it be for doing good, for obeying God, rather than for not..
Paul list two categories of sin in these verses..

The first ones we talked about are perceived by man to be the biggies--sexual immorality, lust, evil desire, greed, idolatry.

 The next bunch are perceived to be of less serious nature by man...Anger , rage, malice, slander, filthy language, lying....

 But in the eyes of God sin is sin---

The murderer and the liar will both end up in the lake of fire!

The things that we have talked about thus far are things that we are to put off, put away from us as Christians... God has given us the command but He has also given us the means by which we can do it!

 And folks, that is good news!!

 He has placed His very Spirit in our hearts to help us with the task!  

 He has given us the promise...

Phil 4:13 (NKJV) I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

(Memory verse--- Repeat it Church)

We are to put off the old man with its practice and then we are to....
12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

Exciting stuff here!!

 We are Gods chosen people!  

{ek-lek-tos'} 1) picked out

It is what we get the word elected from!

 God has elected, selected us, picked us out!


1 Peter 2:9 (NIV) 9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

Paul says that we are dearly loved by God!

{ag-ap-ah'-o} dearly, deeply loved! Grandpa or grandma kind of love!

Example: Just like a grandparent I believe that God has your picture in His billfold!

 Because of God’s love for us....because He has chosen us as His people, to be a part of His family, we are to take on the family traits....

We are to clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

We are to cloth ourselves....

{en-doo'-o} (in the sense of

sinking into a garment);
 After we have taken off the old clothes of our sin nature we are to cloth ourselves with the new garment that God has provided us with....

 We are to clothe ourselves with compassion
{oyk-tir-mos'} bowels in which compassion resides, a heart of compassion.

we are to clothe ourselves with kindness=
{khray-stot'-ace} moral goodness, integrity 
we are to clothe ourselves with humility= 
{tap-i-nof-ros-oo'-nay}  having a

humble opinion of one's self, a deep sense of

one's (moral) littleness ( in contrast to God, in the sight of His Grace which has been poured out upon us!
we are to clothe ourselves with gentleness ={prah-ot'-ace}1) gentleness, mildness, meekness. 

and we are to clothe ourselves with patience
{mak-roth-oo-mee'-ah }long-suffering, patience,

endurance, steadfastness, perseverance
 Folks, the clothing that we are to sink into, we are to put on is the clothing of God’s likeness…
  These are the very garments that Jesus wore when He was here that defined His life among us..
 And we are to...

13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

 To bear with each other literally means to hold up one another!

 And the most important of all-- we are to forgive whatever grievance that we may have with one another!  

{khar-id'-zom-ahee}

forgive, freely give , frankly forgive ,to do something

pleasant or agreeable (to one), to do a favor to, gratify

1b) to grant forgiveness, to pardon

1c1) to forgive graciously to restore one to another.
 If there is one thing that will keep more people out of the kingdom of God than any other thing I believe it is un-forgiveness.
  As a Christian we do not have the right to be unforgiving!
 For the Christian, forgiveness is not a suggestion of God it is a command of God!

 Jesus uses some of His harshest language when dealing with the subject of un-forgiveness in the life of a Christian.....

Matt 6:14 (NIV) For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 

15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

 Did you catch that? If we are to be forgiven by God then we must be forgiving ourselves!

  It may just be to those who are unwilling to forgive that Jesus is referring to when He says in

Matt 7:22 (NIV) Many will say to me on that day, `Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 

23 Then I will tell them plainly, `I never knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!' 

We are to forgive as the Lord has forgiven us!
 How is it that God has forgiven us?

  Freely, completely, un-deservingly (on our part)!

 If we bear the name Christian and have someone that we haven't forgiven then we are guilty of hypocrisy! We are bringing shame to the name that we bear! And God will not hold us guiltless!

  If we have an unforgiving heart it will hinder our own relationship with the Lord….
 When Leonardo da Vinci was painting the Last Supper, he had an intense, bitter argument with a fellow painter. Leonardo was so enraged that he decided to paint the face of his enemy into the face of Judas. That way the hated painter's face would be preserved for ages in the face of the betraying disciple. When Leonardo finished Judas, everyone easily recognized the face of the painter with whom Leonardo quarreled. 

   Leonardo continued to work on the painting. But as much as he tried, he could not paint the face of Christ. Something was holding him back. 

   Leonardo decided his hatred toward his fellow painter was the problem. So he worked through his hatred by repainting Judas' face, replacing the image of his fellow painter with another face. Only then was he able to paint Jesus' face and complete the masterpiece.  

  Hatred, un-forgiveness will affect our relationship with God!

  If we have un-forgiveness in our heart then we need to repent of it, lay it at the foot of the cross alongside all the rest of our sins!

 We need to forgive that we too may be forgiven!

  And finally.....

14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

 Notice how all these things, compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience, are described?

 They are virtues! Things of good moral quality!

 They are attributes of Christ Jesus Himself!

And over them we are to put on, action on our part, love!

Colo 3:14 (NKJV) But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 

 Love is the bond of perfection!

 Love is the cement, the super glue, that holds everything else together!

  Do you love God this morning?

1Joh 5:3 (NIV) This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 

4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. 

 We express our love for God by our obedience to His commands! His commands to forsake, to put off our old nature to sin and to put on the new nature of Jesus!

  And His commands are not a burden to us because God has placed His love in our hearts and given us the means to be overcomers!

  Is it your desire to be an over-comer in this New Year?

 Are you resolved to take off the old and put on the new?

Will we strive to allow the Love of Christ to literally rule and reign in our heart throughout this coming year?
 Will we strive to be the reflection of Christ into our world that God has called us to be?

Prayer-Invitaion.


