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TITLE: Is Truth Ever Offensive?

Text: Jn. 14:6; Eccl. 1:9; Jn. 10:25-32; Mt. 5:38-45; 

Lk. 23:34; Jn. 15:18-21; 2 Co. 5:20

Introduction: This morning I want to talk about the offensiveness of truth. How about you? Do you think that truth is ever offensive?

 Well, obviously truth is not offensive to those who believe it but truth can be very offensive to those who don’t!

 More than one man has made the statement; You Christians are so arrogant! You think that Jesus is the only route to God. It’s an insult to anyone who follows another faith. Then often they will offer a parting shot: its intolerant religious views like yours that lead to hatred and violence in our world.
 In an age that celebrates “tolerance” and “pluralism”, the claim that Christ is the only way to God is considered by many as grossly offensive.

A Rabbi by the name of Shumly Boteach speaks for many when he calls Christian truth claims “spiritual racism”.

 In his book, “The Case For Faith”, former journalist Lee Strobel says that exclusive truth claims of Jesus is among the biggest obstacles to spiritual seekers today.  To get to the heart of the truth claims issue, Strobel interviewed theologian Ravi Zacharias, who grew up in India among Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs.

 First, Zacharias told Strobel, we have to understand that all truth claims are, by definition, exclusive. Any time that you make a truth claim, you are saying that whatever contradicts that claim is false. In fact, every religion makes truth claims just as Christianity does.
 For instance, Muslims radically claim exclusivity. Not just theologically but also linguistically. 
 They believe that they either convert people to their faith and their way of thinking or they conquer them and force them to yield to their faith.
 Moslems believe that their goal will not be reached until either all the world becomes Moslem or Moslems rule all of the world.
 Buddhism was born when Buddha rejected the fundamental assertions or truth of Hinduism.
As for Hindus---they are absolutely uncompromising on several fundamental issues, including doctrines involving Karma and reincarnation.
 Even atheists make their own truth claim! There is no God. By definition they are intolerant of the viewpoint of anyone who does believe in God.
But how many times do you hear the word “intolerant” used when describing the truth claims of a Muslim, Hindu, Buddhists or even an atheist? Almost never!

For the most part, in our age, intolerance is a word that seems to be used primarily against the truth claims of one particular religious group of people and that is Christians.
So how do we as Christians respond to those who say that we are intolerant because of what we hold to  as truth?

  Such as when Jesus says in John 14:6:

 John 14:6  I am the way and the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father except through Me.

The trick for us as Christians is to witness to the claims of Christ in a loving, inoffensive manner so that we don’t turn people off. We need to be tactful of cultural sensibilities but yet not compromise the truth of the message that we bear.

 We need to relate our truth on related matters.

Let me give you an example:

  Someone says that Christianity’s truth claims lead to hatred and violence.

 When someone says something like this to us then we need to biblically and logically address it.
 The fact is that hatred and violence comes, not largely from Christians, but from those who resist the message of Christ and hate the messenger.
 I don’t know of any Christianized country where your life is in danger because you are from another faith.
  But today there are many countries such as Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Iran where to become a follower of Christ is to put your very life in danger.

Zacharias said the resistance to the truth can be so strong that it can engender violence and hate even when the person has done absolutely nothing wrong.
 Nothing that is except to believe what Jesus claimed when He said; I am the way and the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father except they come through Me!
Truth is not the problem! It never has been!

Resistance to the truth is the problem!

Solomon said that there is nothing new under the sun!

 Ecclesiastes 1:9 (NIV) 9    What has been will be again,  what has been done will be done again;     there is nothing new under the sun.

Cries of intolerance, hatred and violence toward those who proclaim Gods truth from those who resist that truth is nothing new.
 In fact Jesus often experienced this very thing…

Jesus once spoke some truth to some unbelieving Jews..

John 10:25 - 32 (NIV) 25Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for me,  26but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.  27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all£; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  30I and the Father are one.” 

 How do these unbelieving Jews respond to this truth that Jesus has just spoken that they have rejected?

31Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him,  32but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”

What had Jesus just done here?
He had spoken truth! Actually Jesus spoke seven different truths here.
1. The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for me,  

2. 27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 
3.  28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;
4.  no one can snatch them out of my hand. 
5.  29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all£; 
6. no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 
7.  30I and the Father are one.”
How do those who have resisted these seven truths respond?

31Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him.
 Where are the intolerance, hatred and violence coming from here?
 From Jesus for speaking truth or from those who are resisting that truth?

 It was the resisters of the truth that showed intolerance, hatred and violence.
That is what Jesus was trying to show them when He said: I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”
 Are you about to stone me for feeding 5000 hungry men, women and children with 5 small fish and two loaves of bread?
 Or for restoring sight for a man blind from birth?
Or for healing a woman who has suffered from a flow of blood for years?
Or for restoring the health of a demon possessed son because of the pleadings his father?
Or for raising a friend from the dead after he lay in a tomb for 3 days?
Or for teaching that it is Gods will that no one perish but that all would come to salvation and eternal life?
 I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”

 Let’s look at some of the truth claims of Jesus to see, if they in fact, breed intolerance, violence and hatred?

Matthew 5:38 - 45 (NIV) 38“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’£  39But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. 

 If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  40And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  

41If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  42Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 
43“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor£ and hate your enemy.’  44But I tell you: Love your enemies£ and pray for those who persecute you,  45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. 

 Is this religious teaching to Christians, is this truth claim that Jesus speaks here a truth that breeds or advocates intolerance, violence or hatred?

NO!  Any intolerance, violence or hatred usually comes from those who reject or fail to receive this truth.
 I think that the most obvious and powerful argument against the claims that Christianity is a religion of intolerance, violence and hatred is found in Jesus response to the cross….

 If you want to come to the truth of any religion then just go to its beginning, to its founder and take a look at their life….

 For Muslims, its founder was Mohammad.  Mohammad was a self-proclaimed prophet of God. What kind of man was he? 

History tells us he was a lustful man, he had 12 marriages and had sexual relations with concubines and slaves.
  He was a violent man, he advocated violence.

 Both Muslim holy books (Qur'an/Koran and Hadith) contain commands for Muslims to subjugate the world, militarily.  Muhammad commanded Muslims to spread Islam through Offensive Jihad; by conquest of non-Muslim lands. 

  Muslims are also commanded to take back any land that was formerly Muslim at any time, such as Israel.  

 Radical Muslims believe that they are Mujahideen, or "holy warriors of Allah".  Their goal, like Islam's goal, is to establish the entire world as a pure Islamic state (a Khalifah), which conforms to Islamic laws. 

If the nations do not embrace Islam willingly then they will by force of the sword.
Christians & Jewish martyrs say; "I will die for what I believe". 

 A Muslim martyr says; "you will die for what I believe"....

 Just look at all the suicide bombings by Muslim radicals today.
This is the recorded history of Mohammad and the Muslim faith.

Contrast this with the life and teaching of Jesus…

 Jesus was arrested, tried, convicted and ultimately crucified by those giving false testimony and making false accusations against him.

 What was the response of Jesus to those who had done all of this to Him?

 As Jesus is nailed to a cross and is dying a slow and agonizing death--- with some of His last words He says this to those in the crowd that are responsible for putting him there….

  Luke 23:34 (NIV) 34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”

 Is this a statement of intolerance or hatred or violence?
No! This is a statement of forgiveness and love and compassion upon those who do not deserve forgiveness or love or compassion!

Christian truth claims will often be seen as offensive and will be met with much resistance by those who reject their truth.

 Have you ever noticed that the ones who cry intolerance toward Christians the loudest are often the most intolerant in their own behavior. Often they actually come against the Church or the Christian with a heart of hatred.
 The one thing about real truth, objective truth, is that it is truth that is true in any matter under consideration.  Objective Truth is truth that is not contingent on whether one believes it or not.
Abraham Lincoln gave a good example of objective truth.

  One day Lincoln was trying to make a point, relay a truth to a man he was speaking to. This man was unconvinced and stubborn and resisted that truth. So Lincoln tried another tack. He said to the man, “Well, let’s see now. How many legs does a cow have?” The disgusted reply came back “Four, of course.” Lincoln agreed, “That’s right. Now, suppose you call the cow’s tail a leg; how many legs would the cow have?” The opponent replied confidently, “Why, five, of course.” Lincoln came back, “Now that’s where you’re wrong. Calling a cow’s tail a leg doesn’t make it a leg!”

Just because we may call a tail a leg doesn’t change the objective truth that a tail is not a leg! A tail is a tail and will always be a tail no matter what we may call it..
 We can make anything into a subjective truth, truth that is subject to how we may feel, but objective truth is truth regardless of how we may feel about it.
 Jesus always dealt with and spoke objective truth!

 Truth that is true under any matter under consideration! Truth that does not change because of how we may feel.

 And it is this objective truth that the world in which we live so often sees as offensive to them.
Is the truth offensive? No! Real truth is never offensive. Offence only comes in rejecting or resisting that truth.
As Christians we need to stand on and live our lives surrounded by the objective truth of God’s Word.
 Many of those who fail to receive or respond to this truth may see it as offensive.
 If the message is offensive to someone then more than likely so will the messenger be offensive to them.  
Jesus told us as much…
John 15:18 - 21 (NIV) 18“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.  19If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.  20Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’£ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. 21They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me. 

The point is, God has entrusted to us with His truth to hold out as a light and a lamp into the darkness of our world!

Some will reject the light of that truth and may take offense to its message. 

 Some who reject and resist that truth will say that we are intolerant because of it….

We don’t have any responsibility to how the truth is received by those we present it to---We are just responsible to God to present that truth to them.

2 Corinthians 5:20 (NIV) 20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

 As Christians we have all been called to be an ambassador of Christ.
 An ambassador doesn’t represent himself but represents the one that has sent him!

 An ambassador is not responsible for how the message he has been given is received he is only responsible to present the message that he has been given..
 Some will appreciate and receive that message and will pass from death to life. Others may not receive it and may even take offense because of it.
 But the choice to receive it or reject it is theirs not ours. 

 Our responsibility and our calling is to simply give them that choice.
This morning what kinds of ambassadors of Christ are you being?

Are we living our life as an ambassador of Christ in the part of the world that he has placed us sharing His truth with those who may literally be dying to hear that truth?

 An old saying comes to mind… Ours is not to question why---ours is to either do or die.
 We will never have control over how people may respond to the truth that God has given us-- what we do have control over is whether we offer them that truth or not.
 Whether we will be faithful to our calling as an ambassador of Christ.
 Are you being faithful to the calling that God has placed upon your life as His ambassador, His representative to the part of the world where God has you right now?


