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TITLE: The End of the Book!

TEXT: Rev.20:10-15; Gen. 2:16-17; Lame. 3:22-23; 

Rev. 21:1-8; 1st Pet. 1:3-5

INTRODUCTION: With most books it is wise to read from the first page to the last page, to read them in the order that the book was written. If you are reading a novel and you read the last first you will most likely not go back and read the first of the book.  I mean what is the point! You already know how it ends.
  If you are reading a work book on algebra or advanced trigonometry you will most likely not read from the last to the first.... The end would probably make no sense to you if you hadn't already read the first part of the book....

 Most books are like that. They were written to be read in the order that they were written...

   The Bible is much the same.  Although It was written by many different men as they were inspired by the Holy Spirit and the order of  the books of our Bible have not necessarily been placed in a chronological order, it is still most probably better, if you want to get the whole picture, to read from the first page to the last page....

  But Scripture says of itself that as the Word of God it is living and active and sharper that any double edged sword. Part of the life and action of the Word of God is that we can pick it up and flip it open and God can speak His truth to us no matter where we start reading from.....

  But what I find unique about this book, more than any other book that has ever been written, is that very few ever read the end of the book…
  There are 66 books that make up the Protestant Bible and only 65 are read by most of us on a regular basis.
  Check this out sometime.. If you have had your Bible for a long  time and read it regularly, flip through it and see what pages are starting to show wear...

  For each of us it will be different, but one thing that I think that you will notice is that the last book, the book of revelation, will be in the best shape. Maybe followed by Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.
  There are probably some bibles here today, that may be worn and torn from much use, from beginning to end, until you get to the last book and it looks like brand new---the pages might even still stick together (explain)>

   I really used to be a lazy reader; I used to like to read the end of a book first. I find out how it comes out and then decide if I want to spend the time to read the rest of it or not according to how good the ending was.
  And this is the way that I first read the Bible!

 One of the first books that I can remember reading was the book of Revelation..
  But it so intrigued me that I wanted to go back and read what led up to the climax that we find in the end of the book......

  And I think that is true of all truly great books.  If the ending is terrific enough it will draw you to read the rest of the book.
   Most see Genesis as a book of beginnings and Revelation as a book of endings...

  I like to look at both books as the same---both are really books of beginnings..... Genesis is the book of our earthly origin and this current age. Revelation tells of the close of this age but it also tells of the beginning of the next age...the age when we will enter eternity.
  The books of Genesis and Revelation have a lot in common----actually if man had not sinned you could go from Genesis chapter 2 straight  to Revelation chapter 21 and leave out everything in-between! 

It is describing the same thing! Mankind dwelling in the presence of God in a perfect environment! A place where there is no morning or crying or sickness or pain or death!

  All of the material in-between is God showing mankind how to gain back that which we lost in the Garden of Eden through sin.
  Another close tie to Genesis and Revelation is that in Genesis, mankind is faced with a choice, he is given the choice whether he will obey his creator or not----In the book of Revelation we find the ultimate consequence of the choice that we make.....

 Reve 20:10 (NIV) And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 

12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 

13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 

14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 

15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

  When man made the choice to disobey his God, this became the ultimate consequence of that choice.

  To one day be thrown into a lake of fire, which is described here as the "second death".

1208 deuteros {dyoo'-ter-os}

1) the second, the other of two

  The un-saved will not only experience a physical death as we all will, but after they die physically, they will experience another death!

{than'-at-os} (as used here)

2a) the misery of the soul arising from sin, which begins on earth but lasts and increases after the death of the body in hell

3) the miserable state of the wicked dead in hell

  And this second death never ceases! It is an eternal death! An eternal state of dying and suffering!

 And it is the consequence of the choice that all of us have made when we chose to disobey and sin against our God.
 In reality, God sends no one to hell. Hell is a choice that we ourselves make.
God warned us what would happen if we chose sin.
Gene 2:16 (NIV) And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 

17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 

  This is the ultimate death that God was talking about.
 This is the consequence of the choice that man made in the Garden of Eden.
  Some will say, "Well, this isn't fair God! I have to face the consequence of Adam & Eve's sin?
   No we don't! We have enough sin of our own! Adam and Eve were the first to disobey God and when they did they corrupted the human race by passing the seed of their sin nature on to us, but sin is a choice and each of us have made that choice, most of us more times than we would care to try to count.
  As recorded in Scripture, this is the only sin that Adam and Eve are said to have committed.

 None of us can say our sin is limited to just once.
  But our God is a gracious God!

Lame 3:22 (NIV) Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 

23 They are new every morning!

  Because of the Lords great love for us, He has extended to us, each and every one of us, the choice of the Garden! The choice of the garden that He has extended to each and every one of us is the choice of His only Begotten Son, the choice of Jesus!

  Adam and Eve, as created, knew only good, they only had the knowledge of God. They disobeyed God and chose to know evil also.
  When they chose to know evil, they became evil in nature. The good became bad..
  God, in His supreme love for man, extends to us, who are by our very fallen nature evil, a way to become good in His sight..
 Just as sinless man had been given the choice to disobey God and to fall into sin, sinful man is given the choice to obey God and gain the ability to go and sin no more.
 The choice that we are given is Christ Jesus!

  When we choose Jesus there is also a consequence to that choice.
 The consequence....
  Reve 21:1 (NIV) Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 

2 I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 

4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 

6 He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 

7 He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 

  We have all sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God!

  We all have made the choice of disobedience!

 We have all made the choice that’s consequence is an eternity in hell!

  But God has given us an alternative choice! 
 We have been given the choice of Jesus!
 And if we choose Jesus, the consequence of that choice is Heaven, an eternity dwelling in the very presence of our God...

  Listen to how it is described..

Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 

4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 

  God will reverse the curse of the garden. Suffering, mourning, crying and pain will be done away with!
  The greatest enemy of mankind, death itself, will forever be destroyed!
  We will once again dwell in the very presence of God!

He will be our God and we will be His children! Eternally--forever!

  This is the consequence of the alternate choice of sin that God has provided for us in Christ Jesus..
 If you have chosen Jesus, if you have surrendered your life to Him, if you have, by faith, asked Him to come into your heart and become the Lord and Savior of your life than this is what you have to look forward to..
1Pet 1:3 (NIV) Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, 

5 who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

  Praise God for the choice that He has given us in Jesus! Praise God for the consequence of Heaven!

 Right after God gives us this glimpse of Heaven, the consequence of our choosing Jesus in Rev. 21:1-7, He says this-- In Rev.21:8
  8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death." 

 He goes back to the consequence of not choosing Jesus, the consequence of our remaining in our sin...

 The consequence of hell.
  We are warned of hell more often in Scripture than we are taught about heaven.
  Why?  

 The Reason I believe is twofold---

1. For the non-believer--for those who haven't made the choice of  giving  Jesus Lordship of their life--- God is giving every opportunity to warn them, to plead with them by showing them the consequence of not choosing His Son.
2. For the believer--- to motivate us in reaching out to the lost of our world with the Gospel message of Jesus Christ--to bring our loved ones, our friends, all who we may come in contact with into a personal, life changing, consequence changing relationship with Jesus Christ.
  Church, don't forget about hell just because you are saved and have escaped that consequence for your life.
  Remember it so that it will motivate you, it will keep you burdened for those who still face that consequence.
  What choice have you made for your life this morning?

 What promise is it that you can lay hold of today?

  The promise of Heaven? -  Or the promise of Hell?

 Scripture says that it is Gods will that none should perish but that all should come to eternal life.
  That is what Gods will is but unless that becomes our will also it will never happen.
  God has given us a real and viable choice in Jesus Christ.
 He has given us a way to change the consequence that we will all one day face, the consequence of eternal separation from Him in hell to the consequence of an eternity living in His very presence in Heaven if we will choose Jesus and allow Him to become the Lord and Savior of our life.

When we do then we will never face the second death but instead we will inherit life eternal.
Have you chosen Jesus? Have you chosen eternal life with your creator this morning?

Prayer-Invitation


